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MASTER MARK MASON. 


FORM OF THE LODGE 

T HE Chief Officer, who is placed in the East, represents H.-.A.-., and is styled 
Respectable Overseer. He wears a bright yellow triangular collar around his 
neck, to which is suspended the Past Master’s Jewel, gilt, with the 
representation of a twenty-four-inch gauge, hung horizontally thereto. In his hand 
is a twenty-four-inch gauge. 

The Senior Warden, m the West, is styled Worshipful Senior. He wears the 
same kind of collar, with the same Jewel; but instead of the gauge, a square is 
suspended. On the pedestal before him is a wooden square. 

The Junior Warden, in the south, in styled Worshipful Junior. He wears the 
same kind of collar and Jewel; but suspended to the latter is a sun-dial, with the 
gnomon pointing to high twelve. In his hand is a Hiram. 

To the left of the R.-.O.-. stands the Senior Minor, with a white wand, six feet 
long. Round his neck the same kind of collar and Jewel, but suspended to it the 
representation of a cubic stone. 

To the right of the Senior Warden stands the Junior Minor, decorated as the 
Senior Minor. 

In the North sits the Treasurer, decorated with the same kind of collar and 
Jewel, but to the latter is suspended horizontally a key. 

In the Southeast sits the Scribe, decorated as the other officers, but with a pen 
suspended horizontally to his jewel. 

All the Brethren must wear the apron and jewel of the Order. The latter must be 
tied with or lave a rose of yellow ribbon worn on the left side of the coat suspended 
to a button-hole. 
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The Apron is of white leather, edged with yellow, within which is a border of 
bright pink. The flap, yellow silk, with the rising sun embroidered or painted 
thereon. In the area of the apron is the representation of the Cubic Stone, 
surrounded with a circle of yellow, edged with red, on which must be the following 
letters: H. T. W.S.S. T.K.S. In the center of the cube may be the private mark of the 
individual. 

The jewel must be of silver gilt, or of gold, but it ought to be of the latter; of a 
circular form, with the same letters engraved on it as are on the apron, the private 
mark in the center. It should have on the top of it the Past Master’s Jewel. 

In the center of the Lodge must be three Orders placed in a triangular form; 
within them, a Pedestal about two feet high, a yellow cushion, a Bible thereon, 
shut, gilt square and compasses, and the officers’ jewels laying thereon. 

In a book, generally that containing the By-laws, the members, on signing their 
names, must record their marks, and once having adopted one a member mu3t 
never change or alter it. 
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TO OPEN. 


R.-.O.-. Bro. Junior Minor, pray what is your duty in the Lodge? 

Jun.\ M.\ To prepare everything which may be necessary for the Brethren to 
proceed to labor; to see that there are no idlers nor eavesdroppers about the Temple. 

R.-.O.-. Be pleased, my Bro.-., to do your duty. 

[The Junior Minor goes to the door, and strikes four, and gives orders to the 
Tyler to do his duty. He lights the Orders, opens the Bible, fixes the square and 
compasses, delivers to the several officers their respective Jewels, and then returns 
to his place.] 

R.-.O.-. Pray, my Brother, why do you place yourself at the right of the 
Worshipful Senior Warden? 

Jun.-. Minor. To render him all the assistance he may require, and convey his 
wishes round the Lodge when so directed. 

R.-.O.-. Where is the Senior Minor’s place in the Lodge? 

Jun.-. Min.-. Near the Respectable Overseer. 

R.-.O.-. Why in that situation, my Brother? 

Sen.-. Min. . By being near your person. Respectable Sir, I shall be the better 
able to receive your orders, and convey them where necessary, and to discharge 
such other duty as you may require of me. 

R. -.O.-. Thank you, my Brother. Where is the Junior Warden's place? 

S. -.M.-. In the South, Respectable Sir. 

R.-.O.-. Why there, my Respectable Brother? 

Jun.-. Warden. As the immutable laws of nature require a portion of rest after 
labor, and as Masons have set hours for refreshment, the Junior Warden is placed 
in the South to observe the great Luminary at meridian; to call off the Brethren from 
their toil, and be attentive that they return in due Season to their duty; to introduce 
the Candidate and give him instruction. 

R.-.O.-. Where is the Worshipful Senior Warden’s place? 

Jun.-. Warden. In the West, Respectable sir. 

R.-.O.-. For what purpose is your situation in the West? 
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Sen.-. Warden. The day being closed with the setting of the Sun in the West, 
the Senior Warden is there placed to close the Lodge; to discharge the workmen 
after their labor is finished, and fulfill a text in Scripture. 

R. -.O.-. Be pleased to explain that text, my Brother? 

S. -.W.-. Let not the wages of the hireling abide with you all night. 

R. -.O.-. Where is your Respectable Overseer’s place? 

S . -. W.-. Everywhere, but more particularly in the East. 

R. -.O.-. Why there, my Worshipful Brother? 

S. -.W.-. As the resplendent Orb of Light, directed by the Grand Architect of the 
Universe, rises in the East to open and illumine the day, so should the Respectable 
Overseer be situated in the East, to open his Lodge, diffusing knowledge and 
instruction to the Brethren, or direct so to be done. 

R. -.O.-. What is the time of the day? 

S. .W.-. The Sun is rising. 

R. -.O.-. As the sun is rising, it is time to pursue our labors. Proclaim, my 
Worshipful Brothers Senior and Junior Wardens, that I am going to open a Master 
Mark Mason’s Lodge. 

S. -.W.-. TRisingl Brethren, to order! [The Brethren rise.] Our Respectable 
Overseer is going to open a Master Mark Mason’s Lodge. Be silent and attentive. 
The Senior Warden repeats the Same ] 

R.-.O.-. By the power vested me, I proclaim this Master Mark Mason’s Lodge 
duly opened, in the presence and in the namo of the G.-. A.-, of the Universe. Let me 
exhort you, my dear Brethren, to attend strictly to the duties which are attached to 
our several situations. Let a due observance of our Laws and the General 
Regulations of our Mystic Rites be punctually and assiduously attended to, that 
Friendship and Harmony may prevail among us! 

[He then strikes 1, the Senior Warden 2, the Junior Warden 3, and the Brethren 

4] 

PRAYER. 

O, Lord God, Supreme Architect of the Universe, in mercy look down upon the 
few here assembled before Thee\ Inspire us with a due reverence for Thy most 
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holy and sacred name! Enkindle in our hearts the pure spirit of Brotherly Love and 
Charity for all mankind. May we be cemented to each other by every moral and 
social virtue! Endue us with a competency of Thy Divine Wisdom, and enable us 
to regulate our conduct agreeably to the true principles of Masonry, that we may 
thereby be fully enlightened in its Sacred Mysteries; and grant that as this meeting 
has so happily commenced, it may be conducted with Order and closed with 
Harmony and Friendship. Amen! 
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RECEPTION 


[The Treasurer goes to the Candidate in the ante-chamber, and divests him of all 
offensive and defensive weapons, and of all metals. He places in his left hand a 
hod, with some imperfect stones and a cubic stone. He then knocks on the door 
distinctly 1, 2, 3 and 4.] 

[The R.-.O.-. strikes one, and says:] 

R.-.O.-. Brother Junior Warden, be pleased to see what occasions the alarm. 

[The Junior Warden goes to the door, knocks 2, and demands:] 

J.\ W.\ Who is it that alarms in that mysterious manner? 

Treas.-. [Answering without.] Bro. A.. B.., a Past Master, who has faithfully 
labored in the mystic art, now comes to claim, as a reward for his services, the 
honor of being admitted a Master Mark Mason. 

J.-.W.-. By what means does he expect to obtain it? 

Treas.-. By the name he bears, and by virtue of a Pass-word. 

J.-.W.-. What name does he bear? 

Treas.-. AGiblimite. 

J.-.W. . What is his Pass-word? 

Treas.-. Giblim. 

J.-.W.-. Is he duly qualified to receive that favor? 

Treas.-. He is. I answer for him. 

J.-.W.-. Is he well and properly prepared? 

Treas.-. He is. 

J.-.W.-. Wait until I obtain permission to admit him. 

[He returns to his seat and strikes 3 .] 

R.-.O.-. Pray, my Brother, what occasioned that mysterious alarm at the door? 

J.-.W.-. The zealous Bro. A.. B.., Worshipful Past Master, solicits the honor of 
being admitted a Master Mark Mason. 

R.-.O.-. What are his claims and qualifications? Has he given you any Word or 
Token! 

J.-.W.-. He has. Respectable Sir. He has given me the pass-word, and calls 
himself a Giblimite. 
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R.-.O.-. Is he well vouched for, and is he duly prepared? 

J.-.W.-. He is. Respectable Sir. 

R.-.O.-. Let us, my dear Brethren, applaud the zeal of our worthy Brother who 
has faithfully discharged his duty, and now comes to claim his reward. 

[The Brethren nil strike with their hands four times ] 

[The Senior Warden goes to the door, tacks the Candidate by the Past Mater’s 
Grip, and leads him to the foot of the Pedestal, facing the East.] 

R.-.O.-. Pray, my Bro.-., what brings you hither? 

Candidate. My zeal for the Craft, and to obtain the reward for my services. 

R.-.O.-. What Services have you rendered the Craft? 

Cand.-. I have wrought in preparing stone for the building, and have now 
brought some to finish the most Sacred place. 

R.-.O.-. Are your materials suitable for the purpose for which you intend them? 

Cand.-. I have prepared them agreeably to the best of iny ability. 

R.-.O. - . Go, my Brother, to the Worshipful Senior Warden in the West, and let 
him examine them. 

[The Candidate is conducted to the Senior Warden, and the Junior Warden takes 
his place. The Senior Warden tries the stones by the square. Such as are imperfect 
he takes with both bands, and says:] 

S .-.W.-. My dear Brother, these stones do not answer the purpose for which you 
intended them. We must therefore heave them over. This cubic stone is well 
adapted, and shows you to be a workman. Go, my Brother, convince the brethren 
that you are a Giblimite. Bro.-. J.-.W.-., be pleased to instruct our Bro.-. how to 
travel. 

[The Candidate is then conducted four times round the Lodge, with the stone in 
his right hand. On the first round he gives the sign of the Entered Apprentice; the 
second time, the Fellow’s Craft’s; the third, the Master’s; and the fourth time, he 
stops at the Senior Warden’s, facing the East, and takes 1, 2, 3 and 4 steps, which 
brings him to the Pedestal. 

R.-.O.-. My dear Bro.-., I feel infinite satisfaction in rewarding your merit by 
initiating you into the mysteries of mark masonry. Are you willing to be obligated 
agreeably to the tenets of our Mystic Rites? 
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Cand.-. Iam. 

R.-.O.-. My dear Bro.-., in receiving this part of Masonry, as well as the 
Ineffable degrees, you will be forcibly struck with the very great dissimilarity 
between these degrees and the degrees you have already taken. When you were 
initiated into the first Symbolic Degree, called Entered Apprentice, you were sworn 
not to write, print, stain, carve, etch or engrave any part of the secrets or mysteries 
of those degrees. Under these impressions, my Bro.-., you will no doubt be 
somewhat surprised that we deliver third, as well as the Sublime degrees, from 
manuscripts. It is therefore necessary to give you some explanation of this 
difference. 

Masonry was founded in those dark and rude ages when civilization was yet in 
its infancy and the arts and sciences shed but few and imperfect rays across the 
gloom of barbarism. Mutual wants and necessities impelled our primeval Brethren 
to seek for mutual aid and assistance. Diversity of talents, inclinations and pursuits 
rendered each dependent, in some measure, upon the genius or exertions of 
another. Thus society was formed, and as civilization began to extend through the 
world, and the minds of men became enlarged from the contemplation of the works 
of nature. 

The arts and sciences were cultivated by the most ingenious of the people. The 
contemplation of the stellar system, as the work of an Almighty Artist, and the 
attributes of their God, gave rise to religion and the science of Astronomy. 

The measurement of land, and the division and marking of their property, gave 
rise to Geometry, and these top the society into whose mysteries you now desire to 
be instructed. 

If we should look upon the Earth, and its productions, the Ocean with its tides, 
the coming and passing of the day, the starry arch of heaven, the seasons and their 
changes, the life and death of man, as being merely accidents in the hand of nature, 
we must shut up all the powers of judgment, and yield to the darkest folly and 
ignorance. 

The august scene of the planetary system, the day and night, the seasons and 
their successions, the animal frame, the vegetation of plants, all afford us subject 
for astonishment; the greatest, too mighty, but for the hand of Deity, whose works 
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they are; the least, too miraculous, but for the wisdom of their God. It is no 
wonder, then, that the first instructors of our society, who had their eyes on the 
revelation of the Deity form the earliest ages of the world, should hold the sciences 
hallowed among them, whereby such lights were obtained by man on the discovery 
of the great wisdom of our adorable Creator in the beginning. 

This instruction, which was originally founded on the mysteries of religion and 
Science, is now maintained by us on the principles of lending mutual aid to each 
other, as well as to preserve our adoration to the Almighty Artist, and to improve 
our minds with the principles of science. How should we be able to discover the 
Brethren of this family, but through such tokens as should point them out from 
other men? 

Language is now provincial, and the dialects of different nations would not be 
comprehensible to men ignorant and unlettered. Hence it became necessary to use 
an expression which should be cognizable to people of all nations. So it is which 
masons. They are possessed of that universal expression, and of such remains of 
the original language, that they can communicate their history, their wants and 
prayers to every Bro.\ Mason throughout the globe; from whence it is certain 
multitudes of lives have been saved in foreign countries when shipwreck and 
misery had overwhelmed them; when robbers had pillaged, and when sickness, 
want and misery had brought them even to the brink of the grave. The discovery of 
being a Brother hath stayed the savage hand of the conqueror, lifted in the field of 
battle to cut off the captive; it hath withheld the sword imbrued in carnage and 
slaughter, and subdued the insolence of triumph, to pay homage to the Craft. 

Such, my Brother, being the importance of our profession, the utmost caution 
was necessary to prevent the mysteries and privileges from falling into the hands 
of, and being used by, the unworthy. 

The more sublime and Ineffable Degrees being still of a higher importance, and 
containing the real secrets and principles of the Mystic Institution, were to be 
guarded in a more particular manner, both from the knowledge of the world and 
from those who may be unworthy of receiving them. 

It was ordained that the three first or Blue Degrees (which are only symbols of 
the Sublime and true Degrees of Masonry) should be communicated to memory, 
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that it might be thereby known, from the manner in which a Symbolic Mason 
discharged the duties of these preparatory degrees, whether he was capable of being 
trusted with the real and important secrets of the Craft 

Again, the histories of Masonry, as contained in the higher degrees, give an 
accurate and authentic detail of occurrences found only in the records and Archives 
of the Sublime Institution, and which are so lengthy that they fill many volumes, 
which it would be impossible to commit to memory, unless the whole of our lives 
were dedicated to it. It is for these reasons, my Brother, that this part of Masonry, 
into which you are about to be initiated, will be delivered to you from manuscript. 

Do you now feel any repugnance at taking a further obligation, which will bind 
you more fully to the Order? 

Cand.\ I feel no repugnance. An anxious desire animates my breast, and urges 
me to solicit to be admitted as one of the Elect. 

R.-.O .-. Approach the, my dear Brother, top the altar erected to the name of the 
Eternal God, and in his presence contract your obligation. 

[The Candidate is then desired to kneel at the foot of the pedestal, his left hand 
on the Holy Bible, and his right on his left breast, and in this position takes the 
following 


OBLIGATION.] 

I, A.. B.., do must sincerely promise and swear, in the presence of the Grand 
Architect of the Universe and before this respectable assemblage of Brethren, never 
to reveal, directly or indirectly, the secrets or mysteries of Mark Masonry, to any 
but such as shall be duly and lawfully entitled to receive the same; nor be present 
when it is given, but in a regular constituted Lodge of Master Mark Masons. Ands 
I do furthermore swear that I will obey all summonses, and answer immediately in 
person all regular marks which may be sent to me, if not prevented by sickness, 
imprisonment, or some other unavoidable cause; that I will never pledge my mark 
but in the utmost distress, and not even then but with the determined intention of 
redeeming it as soon as it shall be in my power; that my eyes, ears and heart shall 
ever be open to see, hear and commiserate the distresses of my Bro.\ Mark Mason, 
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and grant him such relief as my situation in life will admit of, without injury to 
myself or family. And I do furthermore swear that I will observe and obey all 
orders and decrees of the Grand Council of Princes of Jerusalem, and the laws and 
regulations of this Lodge, as long as I shall be a member of the same. To all this I 
promise and swear with sincerity and truth; and should I fail in this my solemn 
obligation, I ardently wish to be eternally disgraced as a man of honor, and 
despised as a mason, and be hunted from society as unworthy of existence; that my 
neck and heels be tied together, and I be cast on a dunghill, to perish and rot, and 
my bones be mingled with the rubbish. So help me God. 

[He kisses the Bible, the R.-.O.-. takes him by the Past Master’s grip, his left 
hand under his elbow, and says:] 

R.-.O.-. My dear Bro.\, with extreme pleasure I raise and hail you as a Master 
Mark Mason. May you ever cherish and practice the virtuous principles of the 
Mystic Profession! permit me to invest you with the apron of this order. The 
Jewel, on which will be engraved you mark, you will no doubt take an early 
opportunity of procuring, as nor Bro.\ can appear here without it. Go, my Bro.\, to 
the Junior Warden, and he will instruct you in the signs, token and words. 

[The Junior Warden gives him the following signs, token and words; after 
which, he is placed near the R.-.O.-.:] 

1st Sign. Both hands on the neck, alluding to the penalty which will be 
suffered for a violation of the obligation; that is, that your neck and heels shall be 
tied together and your body be thrown on a dunghill, and there left to perish. 

2d Sign. The fingers of both hands interlaced and raised tot the left shoulder, 
as if heaving something over it, alluding to those materials which were not properly 
prepared, and which were thrown over the left shoulder among the rubbish. 

Token. Take each other by the right hand, and clinch the fingers, which forms 
the cube, and is the emblem of the Order. It should remind us that our actions 
should be formed on the equal scale of justice and propriety. 

1 st Pass-word. Giblim or Stone Cutter. 

2d Pass-word. Joppa. The materials which were prepared in Tyre were sent 
on flats and landed at Joppa, from whence they were conveyed by land to 
Jerusalem. 
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Hailing Sign. The thumb of the right bent on the palm, the palm upwards; i.e., 
the method which is used by Mark Masons when they introduce their hands 
through the square hole to receive their wages. 

Answer to the Hailing Sign'. Touch the eyes, ears and heart, alluding to this 
passage in the obligation: That my eyes, ears and heart shall ever be open to see, 
hear and commiserate the distresses of my Bro.-. Mark Mason. 

Sign of Reproof. Extend the left hand, and place the right hand on the left 
breast, being the position in which a Candidate takes the obligation. 

CHARGE. 

I congratulate you on being thought worthy to be promoted to this respectable 
part of Masonry. Permit me to impress upon your mind this great and important 
truth- that as charity and benevolence render all who possess them amiable in the 
eyes of the world, and acceptable to the Deity, so is it particularly incumbent on 
you, as a Mark Mason, to practice them, who belong to an institution whose 
foundation is laid in those great bulwarks of society. The Institution to which you 
are now promoted will draw upon you the scrutinizing eyes of the world at large, 
but particularly those of your Brethren on which this part of Masonry has not been 
conferred; and they are justified in expecting your conduct to be such as they may 
with safety and advantage imitate. 

In the honorable character of a Master Mark Mason, it is more particularly your 
duty to guide with caution all your words and actions. Endeavor to let your 
conduct in society at large, as well as in the lodge among the Brethren, such as may 
stand the test of the strictest scrutiny; that, like the cubic stone, it may bear the 
application of the Senior Warden’s square, and not like the unfinished and 
imperfect work you brought in your hod, be rejected and thrown aside as unfit for 
the Masonic edifice. 

While virtue is your ruling principle, my Bro.-., hope will always find a 
residence in your bosom; for, should misfortune assail you, should your friends 
forsake you, should envy traduce your good name and malice persecute you, 
should you be despised by the proud and treated with scorn by the vainglorious, yet 
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may you have confidence that among Master Mark Masons you will find a friend 
who will administer relief to your distresses and comfort you in your affections. 
Under the frowns of fortune keep this consolation in your mind; that he who has a 
due faith in the dispensations in his beneficent creator, and a becoming charity for 
his fellow creatures, will be sure of receiving that just reward which is the 
consequent attendant on good and virtuous actions. 

HISTORY. 

In the formation of this society religious as well as civil regulations were the 
basis on which our forefathers thought it expedient to place its foundation. They 
had experience that by religion all civil ties and obligation were compacted, and 
from thence proceeded all the bonds which could unite mankind in social 
intercourse. Hence it was they laid the comer stone of the edifice on the bosom of 
religion. Solomon, when he was about to build the temple at Jerusalem, selected 
such men as were enlightened with the true faith, who, being full if wisdom and 
religious fervor, were the most proper to conduct the great work. As he had been 
blessed with the smiles of peace and prosperity from the moment he ascended the 
throne of Israel, he felt an ardent desire to cultivate the friendship and esteem of his 
neighbors, and to continue to himself the alliances which his father had enjoyed for 
many years. He was no doubt prompted by a circumstance which rendered a 
measure of this kind highly necessary. The kingdom of Judea did not furnish all 
the materials which were necessary to perfect an undertaking of such magnitude. 
He therefore sought the friendship of Hiram King of Tyre, whose dominions 
abounded in those articles which were necessary for the construction of the Temple. 
An opportunity was soon afforded him, in accession to the throne and on his 
present happy circumstances. He then addressed the following letter to King Hiram 
of Tyre; 

“Know thou, that my father would have built a Temple to God, but was 
hindered by wars and continual expeditions, for he did not leave off to overthrow 
his enemies till he made them all subject to tribute, but I give thanks to God for the 
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peace I at present enjoy, and on that account I am at leisure and desire to build an 
house of God. For God foretold to my father that such an house should be built by 
me, wherefore I desire thee to send some of subjects with mine to mount Lebanon 
to cut down timber, for the Sidonians are more skillful than my people in cutting of 
wood. As for wages to the hewers of wood, I will pay whatsoever price thou shalt 
determine.” 

The good King Hiram was pleased with that letter, and returned the following 
answer to Solomon: 

“It is fit to bless God that he hath committed father’s government to thee, who 
art a wise man, and endowed with all virtues. As for myself, I rejoice at the 
condition thou art in, and will be subservient to thee in all that thou sendest to me 
about; for when by my subjects I have cut down many and large trees of cedar and 
cypress wood, I will send them to sea, and will order my subjects to make floats of 
them, and to sail to what place soever of country thou shalt desire, and leave them 
there, after which subjects may carry them to Jerusalem. But do thou take care to 
procure us corn for timber, which we stand in need of, because we inhabit on an 
island.” 

The two Kings renewed the alliance which had subsisted between Hiram and 
David, and became intimately attached to each other by friendship and personal 
esteem. King Hiram, to show his zeal, and manifest his ardent wishes of 
contributing all in his power towards completing an object of such exalted 
magnitude as the erection of an house to be dedicated to the worship of the only 
True and Living God, sent to King Solomon Hiram Abiff, who was the son of a 
widow of the tribe of Naphthali, a man peculiarly endowed with wisdom, and 
surprisingly skillful in the knowledge of the arts and sciences, and in all the 
branches of mechanics. He was pious and virtuous, kind and benevolent to all 
mankind. He was beloved and revered for the many excellent qualities which he 
possessed and which gained him the esteem and confidence of his monarch. His 
counsel in the most momentous occasions was highly appreciated. Such was the 
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general good opinion of him that he was sumamed “ Abiff from the word AB, 
(Father.) he was much attached to sculpture, and to those who possessed talents in 
that art. On his arrival at Jerusalem, King Solomon was so much pleased with his 
understanding that he immediately committed the superintending of all the works to 
his care Hiram Abiff having so heavy a charge upon him knew that it would be 
impossible for him, alone, to direct and superintend such an immense number of 
workmen as were employed in the building. He therefore appointed overseers to 
the different classes. He was careful to select those which characters were 
irreproachable, and in whom the utmost confidence could be placed. He was 
particularly attached to the “Stone Cutters” or “Giblimites,” whom he formed into a 
body. As these consisted principally of overseers, it was their duty to procure from 
the Treasurer general such sums of money as were necessary to pay off the 
workmen over whom they presided. This was done in a chamber particularly 
appropriate to this purpose and at a particular hour. 

To prevent confusion and imposition among the classes, the Giblimites were 
ordered to provide for themselves each a particular mark. When they went to 
receive their pay, they placed their mark under the thumb, which was bent on the 
palm of the hand. They then thrust their hand through a square hole, which had 
been made for the purpose, turned the palm upwards, raised the thumb, and 
showed their mark. Their wages were paid into their hand, which they drew out 
open with the palm upwards. 

H.\ A.-., to distinguish this favored class of workmen, caused each of them to 
wear a medal, on which was engraved their particular mark or device. Above the 
mark was the compass, extended to sixty degrees, with the sun in the center as an 
emblem of their duty: that is, to rise with that luminary, to attend to their 
avocations. 

As none were permitted to be employed in preparing materials for the Sanctum 
Sanctorum but the mark Masters, the Attachment of H.-.A.-. to this class of workmen 
created great jealousy among the rest of the workmen. They had often observed 
that at a particular hour the Mark Masters would go to a particular chamber of the 
Temple, and thrust their hand through a square hole, with something in their hand, 
and when they withdrew them they always brought out money. 
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This circumstance led some of them to watch for an opportunity of procuring a 
mark from some of the Mark masters buy some device or other, and an opportunity 
of the kind sometimes occurred from their neglect and inattention. They seized the 
opportunity, and thrust their hands in, but not knowing the mystic mode, they 
always paid dearly for their villainy. The moment they felt the money in their hands 
they would close them and attempt to draw it out, which proved their fraud, when 
immediately a sharp-edged tool, which was suspended over the hole, fell, severed 
their hand from their body, and they were immediately discharged with this 
indelible mark of disgrace, to be execrated by all honest and virtuous men. 

By this and a variety of other means did this great and good man regulate such 
an immense number of workmen without the smallest confusion; each knew the 
duty he had to perform, and did it cheerfully. 

By his vigilance and attention was that glorious and superb model of excellence 
the Temple of Solomon, erected; and by his ingenuity and labor it was enriched 
with the most precious and beautiful decorations, and all its utensils for the worship 
of God Almighty. But when he fondly anticipated the pleasure of seeing it 
consecrated, he was basely and cruelly assassinated! 

After his death the eight letters were added to the Mark Jewel, to remind them of 
his being the founder of the order. 

Having given the origin of this degree, I will now point our the use of it. 

It is the lot of humanity to be exposed to misfortunes, and happy are they who 
possess the means of communicating their wants and their wishes to those who feel 
an interest in affording them relief! The Master Mark Mason possesses those 
means, should he be overwhelmed by sickness or other misfortunes; should he be 
even locked up from the light of day and the blessings of society, in the cell of a 

dark and dismal dungeon, without one kind friend to whom he might communicate 
the anguish of his heart, to whom he might portray with paternal feeling the distress 
of his little family starving by his imprisonment. Perhaps he is even deprived of the 
means of writing to those who would assist him, if they knew but of his situation. 
His Mark is their Talisman, which renders writing needless. 
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He sends it to a Mark Mason, who instantly obeys the summons and flies to his 
relief, with an heart warmed by the impulse of Brotherly Love, and leaves no 
exertions untried to alleviate his misfortunes and to render him happy. 

Such are the glorious advantages to be derived from the possession this degree. 


19 



LECTURE. 


R.-.O.-. My Worshipful Brother Senior Warden, are you a Master Mark Mason? 

Sen.-. Ward.-. I am, and feel happy in having that distinguished favor conferred 
on me. 

R.-.O.-. Pray, my Bro.-., where were you made a Master Mark Mason, and on 
what occasion? 

Sen.-. Ward.-. I was made a Mark Mason in the middle Temple. H.-.A.-., our 
Respectable Grand master, having been appointed by King Solomon chief Overseer 
over the workmen, and Inspector over all the work, finding the charge too great for 
one person to attend to, and direct the many thousands which were employed in the 
construction of the building, appointed the most skillful and pious masters to 
superintend the workmen, and report to him daily their conduct. He took charge 
himself of this those who worked in the S.-.S.-., and was particularly attached to the 
Giblimites or Stone Cutters. 

R. -.O.-. How were you prepared, and in what manner were you initiated into 
this part of Masonry? 

S. -.W.-. I was divested of all metals, of all offensive and defensive weapons, 
with a hod in my left hand, and led by a Brother, by the right, to the door of the 
Lodge. 

R. -.O.-. What did you perceive on being brought to the door? 

S. -.W.-. My conductor struck the door 1, 2, 3 and 4 distinctly. 

R. -.O.-. What did he receive? 

S. -.W.-. I heard one loud knock in the inner part of the Lodge, and shortly after 
two upon the inside of the door. 

R.-.O.-. What questions were asked you at the door? 

S .-.W.\ Who it was that had given the alarm in that mysterious manner. 

R.-.O.-. What answer made you? 

S .-.W.\ My conductor answered for me, that I was a Master Workman, and had 
faithfully discharged the several duties entrusted to me; that I was a true Giblimite, 
and felt an anxious desire of being enrolled as a Mark Mason. 

R.-.O.-. Had you your wishes gratified? 
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S.-.W.-. I had. My conductor vouched for me as one whose zeal, fervor, 
constancy and knowledge in the Mystic Art merited that confidence. 

R. -.O.-. Did you gain admittance immediately? 

S. -.W.-. No, Respectable Sir. After waiting some time, I was led in by the 
Junior Warden, who instructed me to take 1, 2, 2 and 4 steps towards the 
Respectable Overseer. 

R. -.O.-. What was then said to you? 

S. -.W.-. The Respectable Overseer demanded what brought me there. I 
answered, My zeal for the craft, my knowledge in the art, my profession as a 
Giblimite, the warm desire I had to exert every faculty nature had endowed me with 
to perfect the grand work we had been employed in, which operated so powerfully 
and forcibly as to induce me to claim, as a reward for my past services, that 
confidence which I perceived had been granted to other brethren; and, to evince my 
zeal, produced the hod, with materials intended for finishing the Holy of Holies. 

R. -.O.-. In what manner were your materials received? 

S. -.W.-. Such as were well wrought, and adapted to the purpose, were retained; 
what were not, were hove over among the rubbish. 

R.-.O.-. Who examined the materials? 

S .\W.\ The Worshipful Senior Warden. 

R.-.O.-. What was the most material article you brought with you, and which 
was most approved of? 

S .-.W.\ The cubic stone, most made use of in the Sanctum Sanctorum. 

R. -.O.-. Why is the cubic stone most made use of in that part of the building? 

S . -. W.\ As the cube is the most perfect figure, it is the most made use of in the 
S.-.S that place being intended as the most sacred. It therefore required the most 
perfect work to make it suitable. 

R. -.O.-. After your materials were approved of, how were you disposed of? 

S . -. W.-. With the cubic stone in my hand, I was led four times round the lodge, 
to convince the Brethren my work was perfect, and that I was justly entitled to the 
favor I solicited. 

R.-.O.-. What was done to you, after you had performed this mysterious 
ceremony? 
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S.-.W.-. I was desired to approach the R.\0.\ and contract my obligation. 

R. -.O.-. Can you, my dear Brother, repeat that obligation? If you can do me that 
favor, it will not only serve to remind us of the solemn duties which we have 
imposed on ourselves, but also to bring to our recollection the honor we have 
enjoyed in being admitted to labor for the service of the Grand Architect of the 
Universe. 

S. -.W.-. With cheerfulness, Respectable Sir, I will comply with your request. 

[He rises and stands in the same position as when the obligation is first given. 

The Brethren also all rise, and stand with their left hand extended and their right 
over their heart.] 

R.-.O.-. Thank you, my Bro.\ ! After taking this obligation, what instructions 
did you receive? 

S ,\W.\ I was instructed in the signs, token and words of this part of Masonry. 

R.-.O.-. Will you be so obliging, my Worshipful Brother, as to repeat them with 
their meanings? 

[The S .-. W.-. repeats the signs, token, word, &c.] 

R. -.O.-. Thank you, my Brother. What other information did you receive? 

S . -. W.\ I was presented with the Apron and Jewel of the Order. 

R. -.O.-. Pray what were the figures on the Apron and Jewel? 

S. -.W.-. In the area of the Apron was the representation of the cubic stone, 
surrounded with a yellow circle, edged with red, on which were engraved these 
letters: H.T.W.S.S.T.K.S. The flap of yellow, with the rising sun on it. 

R. -.O.-. Be so obliging as to explain the meaning of those letters and figures on 
the Apron? 

S. -.W.-. The yellow represents the morning at sunrise, the time Masons should 
rise to follow their occupation. The Sun just emerging above the horizon indicates 
to Masons that they should be ready to attend him in his daily career with industry 
and labor. The red represents the setting sun when the labor of the day is finished, 
and Masons retire to offer up their orisons to the Great Architect. The circle is 
emblematical of the immensity of the power and glory of the Deity, without 
beginning and without end. He was, He is, and every will be, the great and eternal 
God of Heaven and Earth. The cube represents the perfect harmony of the 
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building, and it also shows the equality of Masons: that in a Lodge no distinctions 
are shown to titles, wealth or rank, but as the children of one parent we know of no 
pre-eminence but in virtue. 

The letters bring to our recollection many event connected with the building of 
the house, which was erected and dedicated to the sacred name of God, and of the 
Perfect Artist, whose ingenuity sand labor adorned the Temple: that is, Hiram of 
Tyre, the widow’s son, sent to King Solomon. His piety and virtue, his 
unbounded knowledge of the mystic art, were so eminently displayed in all his 
actions that King Solomon, who was sensible of the many services rendered by that 
great man, and wishing to evince the high regard he entertained for him, caused a 
medal to be struck, which he oftimes wore himself, with those letters on it. He 
ordered all the master workmen to wear one, particularly those who were appointed 
overseers; and after the melancholy event which took place at the finishing of the 
Temple, it was generally worn by every good Mason, who endeavored in this 
manner to show their veneration for their virtuous chief. 

R.-.O.-. Permit me, my Respectable Brother, to revert to an expression you 
made use of: that when at the door of the Lodge, previous to your entering, you 
conductor struck on the door 1 , 2, 3 and 4 distinctly. What does this allude to? 

S .\W.\ The first implies there is but one God, Eternal and Infinite. The second 
alludes to the most perfect created beings, our primordial parents. The third 
reminds us of the three great principles of Masonry, Faith , Hope and Charity. The 
fourth alludes to the four cardinal virtues. Prudence, Temperance, Justice and 
Fortitude, which should be the governing principles in the actions of every Mason. 
The numbers, when added together, make ten, and allude to the Decalogue, the 
fundamental principles of religion. 
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TO CLOSE. 


R.-.O.-. Worshipful Brother Senior Warden, how wears the day? 

S .-.W.\ The Sun is just setting. 

R. -.O.-. As the Sun is setting, what remains to be done. 

S. -.W.-. To close the Lodge, fulfilling the text; that every heart may depart 
satisfied, and the Respectable Overseer enjoy those grateful sensations which are 
the attendants on good actions. 

R. -.O.-. Worshipful Wardens, be pleased to declare my intentions that this 
Lodge be closed, and remain so, until the next regular meeting, except in cases of 
emergency, when the Brethren shall receive timely notice thereof. 

S. -.W.-. Brethren attend. [All rise.] Our Respectable Overseer declares the 
business of the meeting to be over, the Lodge closed, and remain so, until the next 
regular meeting, unless your attendance should be sooner deemed necessary, when 
you shall receive due notice thereof. 

[The Junior Warden repeats the same, then he strikes 1, the Senior Warden 2, 
the Respectable Overseer 3, and all the Brethren 4.] 

PRAYER 

O Sovereign God, Who sittest on the throne of mercy and governest with 
benevolence, deign to view our labors in the cause of virtue and humanity with the 
eye of compassion! Purify our hearts, and cause us to know and to serve Thee 
aright. Guide us in the paths of rectitude ad honor. Rectify our errors, and enable 
us to practice the precepts of Masonry, that all our actions may be acceptable in 
sight! Amen. 


FINIS. 
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Wigan Ritual of The Early Grand Encampment 


Presented to his dear friend and Brother, 
the III. Bro. Albert Pike, M.P. Sov. G. Com. 
XXXIII 0 Southern Jurisdiction, 

BY 

MATTHEW COOKE, XXX 0 , P.M., P.Z., 

England 
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How I Came by this Ritual 


F IVE years ago I delivered a Lecture on Templary and Free-Masonry, (see 
accompanying card of admission,) and several Sir Knights gave me all the 
information they could, believing the matter to be of considerable interest. 
In this way the working book of the Priory of Ayr, (Scotland,) was sent me to 
copy, and very curious it is as a hybrid ritual, embracing points of both the 
Chivalric and Masonic Rites. 

Sir Knight John Yarker also sent this, but as it is so closely written I could not 
read from it, and, therefore, copied it out afresh, so that I retain a copy of it, and he 
had made his copy, (this one,) from a copy made by Sir Knight P.L. Bold, of this 
ritual preserved at Wigan, in Lancashire, bearing date A.D., 1801, and professing 
to be but itself a copy of a more ancient manuscript. 

Of course my “Masonic Press” had not then been published, and when Sit 
knight Yarker contributed those papers to it on the Manchester Encampment, (the 
Jerusalem,) he alluded to this ritual. 

Now he has republished the same under the title of “Notes on the Temple,” 
&c., (sent herewith.) Page 25 will tell all he knows of his ritual; 1 but here you 
have it in his own hand as a copy from another copy of older date: and that is how it 
came into the hands of 


♦f 4 MATTHEW COOKE, XXX 0 


IPage 45 in the present reprint. 
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T HE ORDER OF HIGH KNIGHTS TEMPLAR consists of twenty-one 
members, assembled in Grand Chapter and Royal Encampment The 
Grand Master or Captain General is the head, with Captains commanding, 
Standard Bearers, &c. At all positions (processions) are carried as sword and 
scabbard, with a blue silk cushion fringed with black. Each Knight a broad ribbon 
across the breast, hanging down the left side, tied with a ribbon in a bow knot, with 
the Star of the Order on the left breast. At the bottom of the ribbon or scarf hangs a 
short sword or dagger; also, the image or picture of St. John hangs pendant to a 
blue silk ribbon at the middle of the breast. The habit and ensign of the order are: A 
marble girdle, cup, star and garter and cross. The Cross or Star of the Order is 
made of blue silk twist, with gold, irradiated with beams of blue. The Knights of 
the order are esteemed clearly the greatest military order in the world. 

The manner of electing a Knight of this Order is, when the Grand master or 
Captain General, with the consent of the whole, desire to install a candidate, he 
draws a letter on which is the Seal or Cross of the Order, which is sent to the 
candidate, as follows: 


Conclave of— , A.D. 1801. 

We, the Captain General, &c., &c., of the Grand Encampment of the Most 
Noble, Holy, Invincible and Magnanimous Order of High Knights Templar, at our 
Castle, Conclave or Encampment, in — , Commanding, A.B. send greeting: For the 
zeal and fidelity you have shown in our rights in Masonry, we have elected you to 
become one of this order. Therefore we require and command you to repair to us at 
our Castle, Conclave or Encampment aforesaid on — day, the — day of — , A.D. 
1801, at — o’clock, to be installed and receive the Ensigns of the Order. 

Given at, &c , &c 

Signed: A.B., Captain General. 
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OPENINGS, &c. 




C.G. to G.M. The Grand Master’s place in the Encampment? 

G.M. At the south angle. 

C.G. His business there? 

G. M. To marshal the Knights according to the order of the Captain General 
and accompany them to the battle. 

C.G. to H.P. The High Priest’s place in the Encampment? 

H. P. In the West. 

C.G. Why in the West? 

H.P. Because the Sanctum Sanctorum or Holy of Holies was placed in the 
west end of the tabernacle, so is the high priest placed in the west end of the 
Encampment to make atonement for the sins of the people. 

C.G. The Captain General’s place in the Encampment? 

H.P. At the right angle. 

C.G. His business there? 

H.P. To put the Knights in battle array, lead them forth to fight against all 
Jews, Turks and Infidels, and the enemies of the Holy Christian Religion. 

C.G. In the name of A I pronounce this, &c., &c. 

Almighty and everlasting God, who of Thy great goodness did send they 
faithful soldier and servant, ST. John of Jerusalem, to prepare the way of Jesus 

Christ, our blessed redeemer, grant that we, by his imitation, may constantly speak 
the truth, boldly rebuke vice and vanquish our enemies, both of body and soul, and 
be crowned with eternal glory; and grant, O Lord, that as we are baptised into the 
death of Thy blessed Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ, who for our sakes was 
contented to be betrayed and given up into the hands of wicked men, and to suffer 
death upon the cross, so by continual mortifying our corrupt affections, we may be 
buried with Him, and that through the grave and the Gate of death we may pass to 
our joyful resurrection thro’ His merits, who suffered, died and was buried, and 
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rose again for us, Thy dear Son Jesus Christ. Grant, 0 Lord, that this candidate 
for the mysteries of our blessed Saviour’s birth, passion, death and resurrection 
and ascension, may ever hold fast to the profession of a Christian, and boldly fight 
under the banner of Christ, and become a true, faithful and valiant Knight 
Companion amongst us. This we beg for the sake of Thy dear son Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 


THE CHRISTIAN ARMOR. 

Read Ephesians, 6 c. 10 to 18 vv — 

“Be strong in the Lord, and in the power of His might,” &c., &c. 

Q. Worthy Knights of the Order of St. John of Jerusalem, please to attend to 
the introduction and explain the ceremonies of your installment. Where was you 
prepared to be a Knight Companion of the Order of St john 1 ? 

A. In a room adjoining a Royal Encampment of Knights of St. John, called 
Knights Templar. 

Q. How was you habited? 

A. As a pilgrim, with sandals on my feet, a mantle round my body, a girdle 
round my waist, a cap on my head, a script on my back, and a staff in my hand. 

Q. How got you admission into a Knights Templar Encampment? 

A. By mil distinct knocks and a pass-word. 

Q. What was said to you from within? 

A. A poor pilgrim from afar. 

Q. From whence come you? 

A. From the wilderness of Judea. 

Q. Where are you going? 

A. To the Temple of the Holy Sepulchre of Christ at Jerusalem. 

Q. What are you going there to do? 

A. To pray for the pardon of my sins and the sins of the people. 

Q. In whom do you believe? 

A. I believe in God the father, the Creator of Heaven and Earth, and of all 
things visible and invisible, and in Jesus Christ, the only begotten Son of god. 
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begotten of the father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Lights, very God of 
very God, who, for as men and our salvation, came down from heaven and was 
made man, was crucified, dead and buried, rose again ascended into Heaven; and I 
believe in the Holy Ghost, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeded from the 
father and the Son, who, with the Father and Son together, is worshipped and 
glorified. 

Q. What was then asked you? 

A. How I expected to gain admission. 

Q. Your reply? 

A. By the benefit of a pass-word. 

Q. Did you give that pass-word? 

A. I did. 

Q. Give it to me. 

A. I.H.S.V. (In hoc signo vinces.) 

Q. Did you then enter the Royal Encampment? 

A. No; I was ordered to wait till a report had been made to the Captain General, 
Captains Commanding, and the rest of the worthy Knights of a candidate’s 

approaching; after which, I was ordered admittance. 

Q. How did you enter? 

A. By having a rough saw place on my naked forehead. 

Q. How was you then disposed of? 

A. I was brought to the Captain General, who asked me if I was the candidate 
he had been apprised of, to which I answered I was. 

Q. What confirmation did you give him of being so? 

A. I delivered him my script, or invitation, as a conformation, on which he 
ordered me to kneel down and receive the benefit of a prayer. 

Q. What did the Grand Master or Captain General then do? 

A. He read or repeated to me the Christian armour. 

Q. How was you then disposed of? 

A. I was led five times around the Royal Encampment, the worthy Knights 
guarding and defending, with their faces inward. 

Q. Did any one oppose you? 
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A. Yes, the Captain General. 

Q. How did you pass him? 

A. By a second pass-word. 

Q. Give it to me. 

A. G (Golgotha) 

Q. What was you then desired to do? 

A. I was ordered to kneel, with my face toward the east, my right hand on the 
bible and sk., where I received the first part of the Kt. Templar’s obligation. 

Q. Please to repeat it. 

A. I, A — B — , &c., in the presence of the M.E. Grand Master, the Captain 
General, and the rest of the Knights present in this Royal Encampment of Knights 
Templar, dedicated to the Most Holy, Glorious and ever blessed Trinity, Father, 
Son and Holy ghost, three persons in one God, do hereby, &c., &c., &c., that I 
never will reveal the part of a Kn’t Templar to any one of the inferior degrees, 
except it be to a true, &c., or in an Enc. of Knts. Templar. 

Q. After you had received the first part of your obligation, what was then done 
with you? 

A. My staff was taken from me, and I was presented with a sword, my right 
hand still on the Bible and sk., I received the second part of my obligation. 

Q. Please to repeat it? 

A. I do also, &c., that I will answer and obey the sacred signs and summonses 
when given to me by a Brother Companion Knight Templar, or sent to me from the 
Grand master or Captain General of a Knight Templar’s Encampment, and that I 
will keep all my Brother Companion Knight Templar’s secrets as my own, murder 
and treason excepted, and that I will not draw my brother Knight Templars blood in 
anger, or cause it or suffer it to be done if within my power to prevent it, nor 
defame his good character, but will defend his cause, person and good name to the 
extent of my power. I also swear that I will defend the Royal Encampment of 
Knights Templar as much as lies in my power. 

Q. After you had received the second part of your obligation, what did the 
Grand master or Captain General do with you? 
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A. He raised me from that humble position, and told me he could do no more 
for me until I had taken a part of what I had so lately promised, viz: guarding and 
defending the Royal Encampment. 

Q. How was you then disposed of? 

A I was led a second time around the Royal Encampment, the worthy Knights 
guarding and defending, with their faces outward. 

Q. What was then commanded you? 

A. I was commanded to kneel in the same manner as before, my right hand on 
the B. and sk., when I received the last part of my obligation. 

Q. Please to repeat it? 

A. I do, &c., that I will defend the temple and the Sepulchre of Christ at 
Jerusalem and the Holy Church in religion against all Turks, Jews and Infidels, and 
the enemies of the Gospel, as much as lies in my power, and that I will never be an 
apostate therefrom. All this I do, &c., under the penalties of having my head cut 
off and brought to the grand master or Captain General of a K.T. Enc. in a charger, 
as St. John’s head was brought to King Herod, then to be sawn in two and my 
brain taken therefrom and put in an um, and the S.. that cohabited with this B.. be 
inflicted on my if I violate my K.T. ob. So help me God and keep me steadfast 
therein. 

Q. What was then done with you? 

A. The Captain General dubbed me a Knight of the Order of St. john of 
Jerusalem or Knt. Templar, saying unto me: Your name, which was heretofore 
A.B., shall no longer A.B., but Sir A.B. “In the name of the Holy Trinity, I dub, 
create and confirm thee a Knight of the Order of St. John of Jerusalem, the true and 
faithful soldier of Jesus Christ. Be faithful unto death and thou shalt receive a 
crown of life.” 

Q. How was you raised? 

A. By the equal triangle. 

Q. What was then desired of you? 

A. To draw my sword in defense of the Temple and Sepulchre against all 
Turks, Jews, infidels and the enemies of the Gospel. 

Q. What was you further ordered to do? 


33 



Wigan Ritual of The Early Grand Encampment 

A. Extinguish a light and kindle another. 

Q. Who did that extinguished light represent? 

A. Judas Iscariot, who after he had betrayed his Lord and Master, the light of 
his faith, departed from him, and his memory, should be detested by every 
Christian. 

Q. Who did the newly kindled light represent? 

A. Matthias, who was chosen by lot to fill up the place amongst the twelve 
disciples caused by the loss of Judas Iscariot. 

Q. What was then explained to you? 

A. The Cross of the order, which I was told was the jewel of a Knt. Templar; 
also, the letters I H.S. — Jesus Hominum Salvator, or Jesus the Saviour of men — 
which I was told was the mark of a Knt. Templar summons. 

Q. What did you next receive? 

A. The signs of a Knt. Templar. 

Q. What are they? 

A. 1st, the penal Sign; 2d, the defending Sign; 3d, the Agony Sign; 4th, the 
Nailing Sign; 5th, the Crucifixion Sign; 6th, the Bloody Sign; 7th, the Deadly Sign; 
8th, the Ascension or Grand Sign. 

Q. What was next given to you? 

A. The grip or word of a Knt. Templar. 

Q. How were you then disposed of? 

A. I was ordered to traverse Bros Land seven times round the Captain, the rest 
of the worthy Knights in company. 

Q. What did the Captain then say to you? 

A. He lold me it was the usual custom for worthy Knights to be courteous to 
strangers, and supposing I had traveled far, they had provided some refreshment 
for me, on which he presented me with a glass of liquor, telling me to drink to the 
immortal memory of S.K.I., H.K.T., H.A.B. and St. John of Jerusalem, the 
faithful soldier and servant of Jesus Christ. 

Q. After you had drank to the immortal memory of these great personages, did 
the Captain General invest you with anything? 
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A. He invested me with a star and garter or scarf, saying: To the Great 
Omnipotent, and in memorial of St. John of Jerusalem, wear for thy renown this 
noble garter as a symbol of this illustrious Order, never to be forgotten or laid 
aside, whereby thou mayest be admonished to be courageous, and having 
undertaken a part against the enemies of Christ Jesus, our Lord and great redeemer, 
thou mayest ever stand firm and fast to it, and valiantly and safely conquer through 
the Cross. Amen. 

Q. What was you next invested with? 

A. The image of St. john, the Captain General saying to me: Wear this. Sir 
A.B. Arrayed with the image of St. John of Jerusalem, the faithful soldier and 
servant of Jesus Christ, by whose imitation you may ever pass through both 
prosperous and advantageous adventures, and having vanquished the enemies of 
both body and soul, thou mayest not only receive the reward of this transient 
combat, but be crowned with a palm of eternal victory through the merits of Jesus 
Christ, who was dead and was buried and rose again for thee. Amen. 

Q. What did you next receive? 

A. A white stone, which the Captain General told me would be further 
explained. Rev., 2 c.., 7 and 17 vs.; 3 c., 5 and 21 vs.; 21 c., 7 vs. 

Q. After you had been thus installed, what did the Captain General or High 
Priest explain unto you? 

A. The emblems of the Order. 

Q. What are they? 

A. 1st, the Equilateral Triangle, in the center of which is represented the all- 
seeing eye; 2d, the image of St. john of Jerusalem, the faithful soldier and servant 
of Jesus Christ, holding out the cup of salvation to all true believers in him; 3d, the 
scull with the Cross-bones, with this motto, In Hoc Signo Vinces; 4th, the Sword 
and Sceptre; 5th, a Star; 6th, a ladder of five steps resting on the Holy Bible; 7th, 
an Hour-glass and Scythe; 8th, an urn; 9th, the twelve Great Lights; 10th, a White 
Stone; 11th, the Holy Tomb on Mouth Zion, 12th, Porch belonging to the high 
priest, on which is a cock; 13th, the Cross on Mount Calvary, with an ascent of 
five steps. 

Q. What does the A represent? 
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A. The trinity in unity — Father, Son and Holy Ghost — being co-equal, co- 
eternal and co-existent. 

Q. What is signified by St. John holding out a cup of salvation to all believers 
in Christ Jesus? 

A. It signifies the water of eternal life, which fully offered to all through 
repentance, faith in Jesus Christ and the promises of God. 

Q. What does the emblem of the cross, with the skull and the cross-bones and 
the motto, “In Hoc Signo Vinces,” signify? 

A. That by the virtue of the Cross of Christ we conquer death and all our 
spiritual enemies through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Q. What do the sword and sceptre represent? 

A. The sword of faith and the sceptre of righteousness. 

Q. What does the star represent? 

A. The star which appeared in the East to the four Eastern Magi or Wise Men, 
by which the promised messiah or King of the Jews was bom. 

Q. Was that star ever foretold? 

A. Yes, by the magician Baalam, when he was sent for to curse the Israelites, 
but God would not suffer him to curse them, and he prophesied and said, “There 
shall come a star out of Jacob,* and the sceptre shall rise out of Israel, our of Israel 
shall come he that shall have dominion” (Jacob.) 

Q. Give a further description of this star? 

A. When the time was accomplished that a Saviour should be bom to redeem 
mankind, there appeared a Star in the East, which, from its magnitude and 
brightness, excelled in its appearance all the other stars in the heavens. It appeared 
the middle region of the air, and went straight forward from the cast to west, and 
pointed out the way for the wise men to go to Judea and pay adoration to the young 
child. 

Q. Who did the wise men first apply to concerning the young child? 

A. To King Herod, saying. Where is he that was bom King of the Jews, for 
we have seen his star in the East, and are come to worship him? which, when 
Herod heard thereof, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. 

* Numbers, xxiv, 17, 19 v. 
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Q. Did Herod make any enquiries respecting the young king? 

A. Yes; he gathered all the chief priests and scribes, and demanded of them 
where Christ should be born, and they answered him iii Bethlehem of Judea, for it 
was written by the prophets, “And thou Bethlehem of Judea art not the least among 
the provinces of Judea, for out of thee shall come a governor that shall rule me 
people Israel.” 

Q. Did Herod call the wise men to him after this information? 

A. He called them privately, saying unto them, Go and search diligently for the 
young child, and when you have found him bring me word against that I may come 
and worship him also; but at the same time he intended to murder him. 

Q. What did the wise men do? 

A. They departed, and lo the Star which they had seen in the east appeared a 
second time, and went before them till it came and stood over the place where the 
young child was, at which they rejoiced with exceeding great joy. 

Q. What did the wise men then do? 

A. They went and worshipped him, and presented unto him gifts, gold, 
frankincense and myrrh. 

Q. Why did they present unto him frankincense and myrrh*? 

A. They had a mystical meaning, and designed to signify their 
acknowledgment both of the divinity, royalty and humanity of our blessed Saviour. 

Q. Explain that? 

A. The incense was given to him as a God, the gold (myrrh?) as a mortal man, 
whose body was to be embalmed therewith. 

Q. Did the wise men return to Herod? 

A. They departed into their own country another way rejoicing. 

Q When Herod found himself deceived by the wise men what did he do? 

A. He fell into a violent rage, and resolved to effect by cruelty what he could 
not do by policy. He sent out his soldiers, and made a bloody massacre of all the 
children that were found in the city of Bethlehem and the neighboring towns that 
were two years of age and under, expecting in the general slaughter he should 
dispatch the young prince he so much dreaded. 

Q. How was the young prince preserved from his cruelty? 
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A. God sent and angel to Joseph to inform him of Herod’s design, and to order 
him to retire to Egypt with him and his mother, and there to continue till further 
notice. 

Q. Was any other infant preserved from the bloody massacre? 

A. Yes, St. John the Baptist, the harbinger, herald and faithful soldier and 
servant of Jesus Christ. 

Q. Whose son was he? 

A. The son of Zacharias, a priest whom Herod put to death between the porch 
and the altar of burnt offering for refusing to disclose the place of his son’s abode, 
which was the wilderness of Judea. 

Q. Who was Zacharias’ death discovered? 

A. When every one was ignorant of his murder, a certain priest, thinking he 
stayed too long, entered the Temple and found him dead, and his blood congealed 
upon the ground, and at the same time hearing a voice that it should never be wiped 
out until his avenger came. 

Q. How did God punish that bloody tyrant? 

A. He afflicted him with the most painful and loathsome diseases, being 
smitten by God for his many iniquities in horrid pain and torment. 

Q. What does the five steps resting on the Holy Bible allude to? 

A. To the five different degrees or steps in masonry, all of which have the holy 
Scriptures for their groundwork or foundation. 

Q. How do you apply them? 

A. The three first steps allude to the three degrees in Craft Masonry, the fourth 
step to the degree of Royal Arch, and the fifth step to the illustrious Order of St. 
John of Jerusalem, in which we lake solemn O.B. to defend the Holy Sepulchre of 
Jerusalem and the Christian religion against all opposers of the gospel, and having 
fought the good fight of faith, there is laid up for us a crown of righteousness, 
which the Lord will give us in that day when the secrets of all hearts shall be 
revealed. 

Q. What does the hour-glass and scythe represent? 

A. The hour-glass represents the allotted period of human life. 

Q. What does the urn represent? 
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A. It represents the hidden manna which Christ has promised to give to eat 
thereof, all those who overcome the temptation of the world, the flesh and the devil. 

Q. What docs the white stone allude to? 

A. It alludes to the Greek and roman custom of judges making their absolution 
by giving a white stone of innocence into the prisoner’s hands, and if guilty a black 
stone. Pontius Pilate, contrary to his inclination, but compelled by the Jews, gave 
unto Christ a black stone in token of his condemnation. A white stone given by 
Christ, figuratively speaking, denotes a full pardon and glorious reward. 

Q. What do the twelve great lights represent? 

A. The twelve disciples of Christ, the twelve great lights of the Christian 
church. On of them was extinguished and destroyed to represent Judas Iscariot. 

Q. Explain the Lamb on Mount Zion. 

A. The Holy Lamb on mount Zion is an emblem of innocence, and a type of 
our Lord Jesus, for we read that he was brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a 
sheep before his shearers is dumb, so opened he not his mouth; also, when Jesus 
went into the wilderness of Judea to be baptised of St. John; his great forerunner, 
John being divinely informed that he was the promised Messiah, cried out to his 
followers, “Rehold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sins of the world!” 
Further, he was the great Pascal Lamb, who was sacrificed for the sins of men that 
the divine vengeance of his Heavenly father might be appeased.” 

Q. Explain the emblem of the cock in the porch of the High Priest’s palace? 

A. When our Saviour was eating the last Passover with His twelve disciples, 
he signified that one of them should betray him, meaning Judas Iscariot. He also 
told them that all men should be offended with them because of him, for it was 
written, “I will smite the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock shall be scattered 
abroad.” To which Peter replied, “Though all men shall be offended, yet will I not 
be offended, but am ready to go to prison and to death.” Our Lord then said unto 
Peter, “Before the cock crow thou shalt deny me thrice.” Peter answered him again 
and said, “Though [ should die with thee, yet will I not deny thee.” Judas Iscariot 
was gone from them, and covenanted to deliver him up to the Jews for thirty pieces 
of silver. Our Lord and the other eleven disciples with drew themselves to the 
garden of Gethsemene, where they used to repair for retirement and devotion. 
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Jesus retired from them three times, praying unto his Father that if it was possible 
the cup of His divine wrath might pass away from him whose black ingredients 
filled him with horror and amazement. Nevertheless in this he submitted himself 
entirely to His divine pleasure, and an angel was sent to comfort him. Immediately 
after Judas Tscariot came with a band of armed men and kissed him. Then they laid 
hands on him and led him away to the palace of the High Priest. Peter followed 
afar off; and it being cold weather the servants made a fire in the hall, and Peter sat 
down with them, and while he was warming himself one of them looking earnestly 
upon him said, “Thou certainly was with Jesus of Nazareth,” but Peter denied it, 
and said he knew nothing of the man. Some time after another came and said unto 
Peter, “Surely thou art one of this man’s disciples, and art a Galileean,” but Peter 
denied with an oath, saying he never was with him, neither did he know him. Peter 
then returned to the porch to evade any further questions respecting Jesus and 
himself, when a damsel came to him and said, “Surely thou art one of Jesus of 
Nazareth’s disciples, for thy speech betrayeth thee,” on which he began to curse 
and to swear, saying he knew nothing of him; and immediately the cock crew, and 
the Lord turned and glanced a look on Peter, which brought to his remembrance the 
saying of Jesus, “Before the cock crow thou shalt deny me thrice;” and ever after, 
whenever he saw or heard a cock, he remembered his own sin and unworthiness in 
denying his Lord and Master. 

Q. What does the ascent of the five steps to the cross allude to? 

A. To the five agonies of Jesus Christ. 

Q. Explain them? 

A. First. His bitter agony and suffering in the garden of Gethsemene; for 
having withdrawn himself from his disciples, he went there to pray, and being in 
agony he prayed so fervently that the sweat which fell from his face was as if it 
were great drops of blood falling to the ground. 2d. His being laid hold of as a 
thief and murderer, and forsaken by all his disciples. 3d. His being cruelly 
scourged by Pontius Pilate, and then delivered to the Jews to be crucified. 4th. 
Their placing on his head a crown of thorns, smiting him with a reed and the palms 
of their hands, and bowing the knee and worshipping him in derision, and loading 
him with the transverse beam of the cross; but fearing he would die before they had 
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completed their cmelties in crucifying him, they laid hold of Simon of Cyrene, 
whom they compelled to carry the cross after Jesus to the place of execution. 5th. 
His being nailed to the cross with two malefactors, where he hung for the space of 
three hours in the most exquisite torture, being reviled, mocked and insulted by the 
chief priests, rulers , common people, passengers, and even one of the malefactors 
who was crucified with him. 

Q. Did the other malefactor also insult Jesus? 

A. No, for he reproved his companion for insulting the innocent, and while he 
himself was receiving the great reward of his crime, upbraided a person who 
suffered unjustly and undeservedly. Then looking on Jesus with a noble reliance 
and most wonderful faith, he entreated him to retain some remembrance of him 
when he came into his kingdom. To which Jesus made him this precious promise 
of speedy felicity, “To-day shaft thou be with me in Paradise.” 

Q. Why was Jesus crucified between two malefactors? 

A. The more to mortify and insult him, and to cover their murder with a shield 
of justice by executing the guilty with the innocent. 

Q. Was any particular prophecy concerning him fulfilled? 

A. There was, for it was written of him that he was numbered among the 
transgressors. 

Q. Was there not another particular prophecy concerning him at that time 
accomplished. 

A. There was this: They parted his garments amongst them, and for his 
venture, or coat, they did cast lots, because it was without seam, woven from top to 
bottom, and would have been spoiled by parting it. 

Q. Did Jesus say anything to his friends who beheld his sufferings while upon 
the cross? 

A. He said, “Daughter of Jerusalem, weep not for me but for yourself and for 
your children.” He then foretold the destruction of the City and the many miseries 
which soon after befell the Jews. 

Q. Did not Jesus pray for his enemies? 

A. While they were nailing him to the cross he prayed and said, “Father forgive 
them, for they know not what they do.” 
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Q. Did the Jews give him any further insult? 

A. Yes, when he said “I thirst” they gave him vinegar mixed with gall, that it 
might be the more horrid and unpleasant, and when he had tasted thereof he would 
not drink, but said, “It is finished” and he cried with a loud voice and bowed his 
head and gave up the ghost commending his spirit into the hands of his Heavenly 
Father. 

Q. About what time of the day was this ? 

A. About the sixth hour, which is high twelve or noon with us. 

Q. What happened at that time? 

A. There was darkness over all the earth for the space of three hours, the sun 
was darkened, the earth did quake, the rocks rent, and the graves were opened, and 
the bodies of many saints arose and appeared unto many; and when Jesus gave up 
the ghost the veil of the Temple was rent in twain from the top to the bottom. 

Q. Did the soldiers inflict any more wounds on Jesus? 

A. One of them pierced his left side with a spear, from which issued blood and 
water. 

Q. Did they break any of his bones ? 

A. They did not, but they broke the bones of the two malefactors who were 
crucified with him, which fulfilled what had been said concerning him, “A bone of 
his shall not be broken, and they shall look on him they pierced.” 

Q. Was the darkness at Christ’s death the effects of an ordinary eclipse of the 

sun? 

A. It was not, for an ordinary eclipse of the sun can never happen except the 
moon is about to change, whereas at Christ’s death it was full moon, for the Jewish 
feast of the Passover was always celebrated at full moon, and the total darkness 
occasioned by natural solar eclipses never continued above twelve or sixteen 
minutes, whereas the darkness at Christ’s death continued for three hours, and was 
universal. It is recorded that Dionisius, the Areopagite, was at that time in Egypt 
studying astronomy, and knowing that that supernatural darkness was the effects, 
of some supernatural cause exclaimed, “Either the world is at an end or the God of 
Nature suffers.” 

Q. To what do you ascribe that extraordinary alteration in the face of nature? 
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A. It was produced by the Divine power in a manner not to be accounted for 
from natural causes, but it was particularly proper while the Sun of Righteousness 
was withdrawing it beams from the land of Israel and from the world. It was a 
miraculous testimony by God to Christ’s innocence, and it was a full emblem of his 
departure and its effects. 

Q. Why was Christ crucified and not put to death in a more easy manner ? 

A. Because crucifixion was the most dreadful ignominious and painful of all 
deaths, so scandalous that it was inflicted as the last mark of detestation upon the 
vilest of people, murderers and robbers, provided they were slaves, too. 

Q. How was the execution performed ? 

A. The person was nailed to the cross as it lay upon the ground, through each 
hand, extended to its utmost stretch, and through both the feet together. The foot of 
the cross was then thrust with a violent shock or jog into a hole prepared in the 
earth to receive it, which disjointed the body, whose whole weight being upon the 
nails, which went thorough the hands and feet, until the person expired by the 
extremity of pain. 

Q. Where was Christ crucified? 

A. At a small hill to the west of Jerusalem, called Mount Calvary or Golgotha, 
signifying the place of a skull, because part of the Mount bore a resemblance to a 
human skull, and because the bodies of malefactors were exposed to ravenous birds 
and beasts, and the Mount was frequently strewed with skulls and bones. 

Q. Was Christ’s body exposed to ravenous birds and beasts after being taken 
down from the cross? 

A. No, for Joseph of Arimathea, a rich man and a private disciple of Jesus, 
went openly to Pilate, and begged the body, which he embalmed and laid in a new 
sepulchre cut out of the rock near the place where Christ was crucified, where never 
before a man lay, and near the spot where the first was buried, fulfilling another 
prophecy, “He made his grave with the rich in death,” although he suffered as the 
vilest and most infamous among men. 

Q. What were the water and the blood which flowed from Christ’s side 
emblematic of? 
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A. Water was the emblem of Christ’s purity, and blood the evidence of his 
fortitude and patience, and both signified the two Christian sacraments — baptism 
and the supper of the Lord. 

The foregoing faithfully copied from a ritual belonging to Sir Knight Thomas 
Lonsdale Bold. 

/ JOHN YARKER. Jr. 
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Passed Master, 

Royal Arch. 

Rit Ancien Maconnerie d’Yorke 

Were originally translated from English into French, 
and used in the French West Indies in 1795. 
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EXPLANATORY. 


T HERE are in the Archives of the Grand Lodge of Louisiana a great number 
of Rituals and other manuscripts, which came to the old Grand Lodge of 
that State many years ago, from French Lodges in the State that had ceased 
working. Among the Rituals are several, copied by some one person with care, 
pains and neatness, in one and the same fashion of arrangement and execution, in a 
peculiarly neat and plain handwriting, always uniform and accurate; mostly from 
original Rituals certified by the Bro.\ Achille Huet de Lachelle. 

Among these are the rituals of Mark-Mason, Royal Arch and Past Master, 
which are here translated, the original paging and the characteristics of the 
manuscript being in all substantial respects preserved, especially as regards the 
underscoring in red ink and the braces (accolades) in the margin; and the translation 
being as literal as possible. 

In the Tableau of the feast of St. John, 5801, “ 0 / the Brethren who compose 
the Respr. Lodge of St. John of Jerusalem, under the distinctive title of La Reunion 
Desiree, regularly constituted by the Gr;. Or. of France, the 1 7 th day of the 3d 
Masonic month of the year of the True Light, 5784, at the Or. of Port-au-Prince 
( now port Republicain") — (aw Port Republicain, de I’imprimerie des ffr. Gauchet, 
Lagrange &c ’e”) I find registered, as honorary officers and free Affiliate, “Ac hi lie 
Huet de la Chelle, former Senechal du Petit-Goave, and there residing, born at 
Paris. Mr. Er. Tr. Gr. 

And in the Tableau for the same year of the Lodge La Reunion des Coeurs, “of 
the Ancient constitution of York, regularly constituted at the 0.\ of Port 
Republicain, on the 18th day of the 10th Month, 5789,” of which GERMAIN 
HACQUET, Notary Public, born at Paris, and aged 40 years, R.\ A.-. R.\ t-’- P.'. du 
R.\ S.\ and Dep.\ G.\ Ins.-, was Venerable, and Joseph Cerneau, Merchant 
Goldsmith, born at Villeblerin, aged 37 years, R.\ A.-. R.\ -fv. P . - . was keeper of the 
Seals and Archives, — I find, among the Deputies near other Lodges, “ETIENNE 
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FOURTEAU, resident of Jeremie, Deputy of the Resp.\ L.\ No. 47, near the 
Respectable L.-. La Reunion des Cceurs, at the Or.-, of Jeremie, R.-. A.-. R.\ f-'- P.-. 
du R- S.- He will be spoken of hereafter The copy of this Register in my 
possession is authenticated by the autograph signatures of the Bros.-. Hacquet and 
Cemeau: and nearly all the members were R.\ A.-. (Royal Arch Masons.) 

The certificates of the Bro.-. Huet de Lachelle to the Rituals were of different 
dates, from 1796 to 1801. That to the Ritual of Rose Croix d’Heredom de 
Kilwinning is in these words: 

“We, Achille Huet de Lachelle, [Wisdom] Ecuyer Senechal du Petit Goave, 
Grand Master of the Grand and Sublime Chap.-. Provincial of Heredom of 
Kilwinning, having its See at the Little Goave, Island of Santo Domingo the 
distinctive title of le St. Esprit, undersigned, do certify unto all whom it may 
concern, that the course of Reception of R.-. C.\ f.-. hereinbefore by us transcribed, 
literally conforms to the original, which has been expedited to us a Provincial Gr.\ 
Master, by the Grand Lodge and Sublime Chapter, chief of the Order of Heredom 
of Kilwinning of Edinburgh.” 

“In testimony whereof, we have in the margin caused the seal of our arms to be 
impressed in black wax, and have signed these by our names, surnames, 
characteristics and qualities. 

“At the Orient of Arcahaye, this 26th day of the 8th month, of the Masonic year 
5796. 

Huet de Lachelle, [Sagesse.] 
Prov.-. Gr.\ Master.” 


And the ritual in my possession, of Le Vrai Magott , Grade Philosophique, 
written entirely by himself, has his seal in black wax, and is certified by him as 
Provincial Grand Master, on the 18th day of the 4th month, 5796. 

In his introduction to the degrees of Rose Croix Heredom of Kilwinning he 
gives the following account of his connection with Masonry in Santo Domingo: 
“Until in 5788, the colony of Santo Domingo had no regular Chapter of Rose 
Croix. Those that existed had been founded by Brethren who may in good faith 
have believed themselves regular Rose Croix, but in fact were not so. 
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“The M.\ Illustrious B.\ Buttet, who had constituted most of these Chapters, 
and among others that of the Little Goave, of which I was all officer, was himself 
convinced of the irregularity of our working in this degree, after our 
correspondence with the Grand Lodge of the Grand and Sublime Order of Heredom 
of Kilwinning at the O.-. of Rouen 

“We received the first column from this Grand Lodge of France in the Masonic 
year 5787. 

“We then resolved, as good Masons, to regularize ourselves, and the more 
certainly to attain that, we addressed ourselves to the Grand Lodge of France, 
which had instructed use and offered us its services. 

“During the long time required fore a correspondence at the two thousand 
leagues distance, the 111.-. Bro.\ Buttet abdicated the government of Masonry, and 
sent his demission as well to the Illustrious Provincial Lodges, as to the respectable 
Lodges of its own correspondence. 

“I was elected Provincial Administrator, as his successor, and the Bro.\ 
Radoux, ex-Venerable of Lodges, a Mason distinguished by his age, his labors, 
and his virtues, still living, I obtained of his modesty his consent to accept the 
Presidency of the Chapter. 

“We applied to the chief of the Order, through the Gr.-. Lodge at Rouen, and 
requested that the Bro.-. Domenique Laurent Radoux might be selected for President 
and Gr.-. Master of the chapter, and he failing, the Bro.-. Achille Huet de Lachelle, 
and in my default again, the Bro.-. Joseph Laurent Landelle. These precautions 
appeared to be necessary in so sickly a country, and the event showed that our 
precaution was Wise. 

"We obtained, in 5788, our Constitutions as Grand Lodge of the Royal Order 
of Kilwinning, from the Sovereign Chief of the Order. 

“The Bro.-. Radoux was appointed Grand master; in his default, I was; and in 
mine, the B.\ Kt.\ Landelle. 

“When we received these powers, the Bro.-. Radoux had died in France, and I 
found myself, in accordance with the appointment, the first Provincial Grand 
Master. I received at the same time the ceremonial of reception, and the secret 
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instructions, but the original charter, the book of the laws, and the decorations of 
the knights had been lost at sea. 

“I advised the Lodges of the Colony of the powers that I had received, and 
tendered them such services as duly required; but at the same time I informed them 
of my losses at sea; that I had duplicated my orders, and that I would not proceed to 
work until what I had ordered should have come to hand. 

“Then the troubles of the Revolution came, and my correspondence, as well 
with the chief of the Order as with the Provincial Chapter of France, was wholly 
broken off. 

“Nevertheless, Jeremie being one of the places in the Colony that suffered least, 
Masonry flourishing there, the Scottish Lodge, composed of at least fifty members, 
many of whom were Past Masters, I deemed it advisable, for the propagation of the 
Royal Art, to establish a Chapter at that Orient. — 

The Venerable Bro.\ FOURTAUD, founder and ex-Venerable of that Respectable 
Lodge, was the person whom I appointed President of the Chapter, which took the 
name of la Triple Unite des Ccenrs .’ I accepted the Honorary Presidency, and 
affiliated nearly all the Members-Knights with the Sublime Provincial Chapter, of 
which I was the Grand Master. 

“The Sov.\ Chapter of Jeremie did me the favour to take the seal of my arms as 
the seal of the Chapter. 

“On the 29th day of the 5th month, 5796, 1 also regularized, at Baltimore, in 
Maryland, the Chapter La Verite. It had been founded long before by a Bro.-. 
Martin, and had worked for a long time, under the belief that it was regular, but 
becoming convinced of its error, as that of the Petit Goave had, it made application, 
after we had done so, lo llie Chief of the Order, to obtain letters of constitution. 
The Chief of the Order, by one of his columns, had advised us of this, and 
requested us to regularize that Chapter. The Bro .-.-Knight Taveau, Second Light of 
that Temple, was affiliated by us in our Chapter, and was empowered by us to take 
the oath of these Officers-Knights, and to regularize them for us, in the name of the 
Chief of the Order.” 
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As will be seen by the Ritual of Mark Mason, the Bro.\ Huet de Lachelle copied 
that Ritual from the Book of “the Bro:. Four.-." This Bro.\ Fourtaud or Fourteau, 
was, as we have seen, the Representative, in 1801, of the Lodge Reunion des 
Coeurs, at Port-au-Prince, near the Lodge of the same name at Jeremie, and he was 
then a Prince of the Royal Secret. He had been Master of the Lodge there, before 
de Lachelle received his commission from France, which was before the beginning 
of the French Revolution. It is not in the least probable that he obtained the Ritual 
of Mark Mason or Royal Arch from the United States. It more probably came to 
him from Kingston; and as there were nineteen or more Royal Arch Masons, in 
1801, in the Lodge Reunion des Coeurs at Port-au-Prince, that degree must have 
been worked there for some time. 

The Rituals if Mark Mason and Royal Arch are without date; but the fact that the 
former was copied from the Book of the Bro.-. Fourtaud carries its date back even 
prior to 1796. 

In the Bulletin of the Grand Orient of France, No. 22, for July, 1849, p. 85, 
is the following: 

“In 1783, took place the constitution of the Lodge Reunion Desiree, 0.\ of Port- 
au-Prince, by the G.\ L.\ of France.... In 1788, the same authority founded, at 
Jacmel, the Lodge le Choix des hommes, the Lodge and Chapter Des Freres reunis, 
and at Jeremie the Lodge Saint Jean de Jerusalem.... 

“The Grand Orient of France founded also, at Port-au-Prince, in 1788, La 
Reunion des Coeurs.... 

“In 1788, the Royal Grand Lodge of Heredom and of Kilwinning, in Scotland, 
granted Conslitulions to the Chapter of the Saint Esprit, Valley of the Petit Goave. 

“A Provincial Grand Lodge of Santo Domingo, and a Grand Chapter of 
Heredom and of Kilwinning, were established in the Island, and M. HUET DE LA 
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CHAPELLE, Civil Judge and Lieutenant of Admiralty, at the Petit Goave, was the 
Grand Master of it.” 

“The whites, so violently and inhumanely expelled from Santo Domingo, went 
to Cuba, New Orleans, and New York.” [Also they went to Charleston, 
Portsmouth, Virginia, and Baltimore.] “Those who went to Cuba, founded on that 
Island two Lodges, la Concord and la Perseverance , which they carried with them, 
in 1809, to New Orleans. Those who settled at New Orleans founded there, in 
1807, a Lodge under the title of La Reunion Desiree ; and those in New York 
assisted in founding, in 1797, the Lodge VUnion Frangaise .” 

Also the refugees founded la Candeur, at Charleston; la Sagesse, No. 2600; at 
Portsmouth, (chartered by the Gr.\ Orient of France, and of which I have a printed 
tableaux of 1794 and 1795.) and a Lodge and Chapter of the Royal Order of 
Scotland, at Baltimore. 
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MARK MASON. 


5th Degree of the Masonry of York, Ancient Rite. 

For a Brother to be received in this degree, he must havoc attained the 3d degree 
of the Ancient Rite, and have been accepted, and have been accepted herein by 

ballot, without any negative vote. 

If the ballot is favorable to the Candidate, he will be informed of it in the ante- 
room, and be prepared for his reception as follows: 


Preparation of the Candidate in the Chamber of Reflection. 

This Chamber of Reflection, in which the Candidate is placed, should be as 
dark as possible; his hair is disheveled, his shirt turned down around his waist, in 
short breeches, without shoes or stockings, a cord around his neck, and deprived 
of an metallic substances. 


Arrangement of the Lodge. 

The hangings are of any color that may be preferred: while blue is most 
appropriate. As to lights, if the hall is not large, sixteen candles suffice; — but there 
must not be less: and if with sixteen the light is not sufficient, they may be 
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increased to 19, 21, or 23. In the middle of the Lodge will be placed a small altar; 
of the form given on the preceding page, in the [2] center of which will be a round 
stone, of considerable thickness, and of white marble, on which two circles will be 
drawn, between which will be cut the letters of the medal of the degree: 


Hiram, Roi de 

Thir 

Vent 

Envoyer 

Jabulum 

Au 

Roi 

Salomon 

Ha 

T.\ 

Wa 

S a 

J.\ 

Ta 

Ka 

Sa 

Hiram 

Tyre 

will 

send 

Jabulum 

to 

King 

Solomon 


On the altar will be placed a poniard, a Bible, a square, a compass, and three 
stars, two toward the South, and one toward the North. If there are large candle- 
sticks, these are to be added, and placed around the altar. 


MEDAL. 

Titles of the Brethren 

The Grand Master, Very Wise. 

The First Warden, Venerable. 

The Second Warden, Venerable. 

The other Brethren 

Two Deacons, who sit, one by the side of the Grand Master, and one by the 
side of the First Warden. 
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OPENING. 


Qu.\ Second Deacon, what is your duty in the Lodge? 

Ans .-. It is to ascertain whether the Lodge is well tyled. 

Well, First and Second Deacons, ascertain that. 

[3] When the two Deacons have done so, the First says to the Very Wise, that 
the Lodge is well tyled. When the Very Wise, addressing himself to the First 
Warden. 

Qu.\ Venerable First Warden, what is the first care of the Very Wise in the 
Lodge? 

Ans.-. It is to ascertain whether all our Brethren are Mark Masons. 

Ascertain that, my Brethren! 

The two Wardens repair to their respective columns, and demand of each 
Brother the Sacred Word, which is given them accompanied with the Sign of Order 
(See page 15 marg.) This finished, they return to their places, and the Very Wise 
sends his Deacon to the two Wardens, to receive from them the Sacred Word, 
which he forthwith takes to and gives to the Very Wise, and returns to his place 
near him, and then the Veiy Wise asks him; 

Qu.-. Brother First Deacon, what is your place in Lodge? 

Ans.-. Behind you. Very Wise, or at your right if you permit it. 

Qu.-. Why there, my Brother? 

Ans.-. To bear your orders to the Venerable Master or to any other Brother of 
the Lodge, if you desire it. 

Qu.-. Brother Senior Deacon, what is your place in Lodge? 

Ans.-. Behind the First Warden, or at his right if he permits it. 

Qu.-. Why there, my Brother? 

Ans.-. To bear his orders wherever it may seem good to him. 

Qu.-. Brother Treasurer, where is your place? 

Ans .-. To account to the Lodge wherever it may be required of me. 

Qu.-. Brother Secretary, where is your place? 

Ans.-. Very Wise, it is in the North. 

Qu.-. Why there, my Brother? [4] 
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Ans.-. To be ready to obey the orders of the Orient, and to register of the works 
of the Lodge. 

Qua Venerable First Warden, where does the Master station himself? 

Ans.\ Very Wise, in the East. 

Qua Why, my Brother? 

Ans.-. The Sun rising in that quarter to light the world, so the Very Wise 
stations himself there to give light to the workmen of the Lodge. 

Qua Venerable First Warden, where is your place in the Lodge? 

Ans.-. In the South or West, Very Wise? 

Qua Why is that, my Brother? 

Ans.-. To set the workmen at work, when you order it. 

Qua Venerable First Warden, what is the hour? 

Ans.-. Very Wise, the Sun begins to appear. 

Brethren, First and Second Wardens, announce to the respectable workshop 
that my intention is to open the Lodge of Mark Mason. 

The 3 Signs of Apprentice, Fellow and Master 

The First Warden makes the announcement upon his column; the Second 
afterwards on his: which done, the First Warden announces it to the [5] Very Wise, 
*, who immediately raps 8 equal raps ******** replied to by the Warden by four 
equal raps also **** and by the Second Warden by four others **** at the last of 
which raps, all the Brethren rise and come to order (in what manner, see page 15) 
give the usual acclamation (See page 16), and then the signs of Apprentice, Fellow 
and Master (A), followed by that of Mark Mason, and the plaudits of the same, by 4 
equal raps ****, which done, each sits down. 

Then the Very Wise directs the reading of the engraved plate of the last marks, 
upon the draft of which, each Brother has the right to offer remarks, which are 
acceded to, if it is found to be proper. 

{Note) That there must be a Book of Gold, specially belonging to this degree, 
about a fourth part of which is appropriated to recording the names and ages of the 
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Brethren, and the device which each adopts; but it is not necessary to make mention 
in it of the degrees which one may have above this. 

Then the Master says: 

Qu.\ Venerable First Warden, what purpose has brought is together here? 

Ans.-. Very Wise, it is the verification of the work of the Brethren who demand 
increase of wages. 


Reception of a Candidate. 

At the moment when the Candidate is about to be announced at the door of the 
Lodge, to make his entrance, he is made to take with the two first fingers and the 
thumb of his right hand, the other fingers closed, a stone as large as he can carry, 
he being prepared as indicated on the first page (Sign 3.) 


[6] (A) 


THE SIGNS. 

Of Apprentice: thumb raised, forming with the other fingers, closed, a 

square. 1 

Of Fellow: thumb raised, forming with, &c., a square left, at 

height of. fingers together, and thumb separated, forming square like the 

other hand. 2 


1 Place the right hand, palm down, horizontally to the throat with the thumb raised, forming with 
the other fingers, closed, a square. 

2 Right hand placed over the heart with fingers together and thumb raised, forming with the fingers, 
closed, a square; raising the left, at height of head, fingers together, and thumb separated, for ming 
square like the other hand 
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Of Master: with the thumb, the other fingers together and raise 

the two hands above the head, the fingers spread apart. 3 

Mark Mason: The index and medius of the right hand behind the ear. 

Continuation of the Reception. 

Immediately after the announcement upon the columns has been completed, the 
Tiler raps with four equal knocks at the door **** without opening it, which 
announces to the Brother Terrible, who is in the ante-room with the Candidate, that 
he can enter, if the Brother to be received is ready. If he is so, the Bro.-. Terrible 

will reply to these raps by seven, that is to say, as a Master which are 

replied to by the Tiler with 4 **** who, immediately after giving them, goes and 
informs the Second Warden that one raps at the door of the Temple as a Master. He 
in his turn will inform the First Warden, and he the Very Wise, who will say: 

See who the indiscreet person is who dares thus to disturb our labors. 

The Second Warden transmits this order to the Tiler, who immediately [7] 
repairs to the door, opens it, and after having ascertained who it is, closes it, re- 
enters, and goes and informs the Second Warden, in a low voice, who says aloud 
to the Very Wise: 

It is {one or two ) Master or Masters, who demand increase of wages. 

The Very Wise says: 

Cause them to be asked their names, their age, as Masons, their religion and 
their profession. 

The Second Warden transmits this order to the Tiler, who goes to the door, 
opens it, and complies with the order, in such manner that the Secretary may have 
time to write the detail of the works. Then he re-enters, and in a low voice 
communicates to the Second Warden the responses of the Candidate, who in his 
turn transmits them to the Very Wise, who then says: 

Well, permit them to enter the Temple. 


3 Place the right hand, palm down, horizontally to the left hip, forming a square with the thumb, 
the other fingers together. Draw hand to right hip and raise the two hands above the head, the 
fingers spread apart. 
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The Second Warden repeats this order to the Tiler, who at once executes it. 
They enter, the Bro.\ Terrible preceding them, who leads them directly to the 
Second Warden, and causes one of them to give four equal raps **** upon the left 
shoulder of the Second Warden, who says to him: 

What do you desire? 

To which he replies: 

That our work may be verified, so that we may obtain increase of wages. 

The Second Warden says to him: 

Go and prefer your request to the Brother First Warden. 

They go to the First Warden, and stand in front of him. One of them raps 4 on 
his left shoulder, and he, in the same manner, sends them on to the Very Wise. He 
descends to the lowest step of the throne, and one of the Candidates makes the 
same request of him, in the name of the others, [8] and in the same manner as it 
was made to the two Wardens, which done, the Grand Warden sends them to the 
West of the Temple, ascends to his throne, and then addressing the Candidate, 
says: 

What do you desire? 

To make new progress in Masonry, if you find us worthy of it. 

The Very Wise, then addressing himself to the Second Deacon, who is near the 
First Warden, says to him: 

Cause these Candidate to make their first journey. 

1st Journey of the Candidates. 

The Second Deacon, going before the Candidates, causes them to halt first 
before the Second Warden, who, after having passed the plumb over the work 
which one of them presents to him, says to them: 

This work is defective. 

The Deacon then leads them over to the First Warden, who in his turn verifies 
the work by passing by passing his level over it, and says: 

This work is defective. 


59 



Rit Ancien Mafonnerie d’Yorke 

The Deacon then causes them to make the circuit of the hall, which ended, he 
says to the Second Warden: 

My Brother , the. journey is ended. 

The Second Warden repeats this announcement to the First, who in his turn 
transmits it to the Very Wise, who then says to the Candidate: 

Qu.\ What is the foundation of Masonry? 

Ans.\ It is to love one ’s brethren as one 's self 

The Very Wise then says to him: 

Give the Venerable Second Warden the grip, the pass-word and sign of an 
Apprentice. 

[9] When the Second Warden has received the grip, word and sign, he says in 
a low voice to the First Warden.. (See hereafter A:) 

Venerable Brother, all is just and perfect. 

Pass-word, ....(there is no Sacred Word in the Degree of Apprentice.) 

Grip.... 1st phal.... 

Sign.... (See the last on page 6.) 

The Fist Warden repeats the announcement aloud tot the Very Wise, who then 
says: 

Well, since it is so, Brother Second Deacon, cause the Candidates to make their 
second journey. 

2nd Journey of the Candidates. 

This journey is made in the same was as the first, (see as to this, Accolade, 
page — .) When the announcement has been finished and the Very Wise is advised 
of it, he says to the Candidates: 

Now, Brothers, why have you asked an increase of pay? 

One of the Candidates responds: 

To acquire new light, and be enabled the better to relieve the needs of my 
Brethren. 
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The Veiy Wise says to them: 

My Brethren, give the Venerable Second Warden the words, signs and grips of 
a Fellow. 

When the Second Warden has received them, he says in a low voice to the First 
Warden: 

Venerable Brother, all is just and perfect. 

The First Warden, in his turn, says aloud to the Very Wise, that [10] all is just 
and perfect, and the latter orders as follows: J 

Words:— (Pass— *C.-.H.-. **L.-.*T.-. 4 

(Sacred— **K.-.** 5 

Grip: — ....phal of 2d.... 

Sign: — See page 6. 

V.-.fW.-. Since it is so, Brother Second Deacon, cause the Candidates to make 
their third journey. 


3rd Journey of the Candidates. 

The third journey is proceeded with in the same manner as the first. — 

When the announcement is finished, and the Very Wise advised, he says to the 
Candidates: 

My Brethren, why were you deprived of everything metallic? 

One of the Candidates replies: 

Because at the time of the building of the Temple of Solomon, no noise caused 
by any working-tools was heard. 

The Very Wise continues and says: 

My Brethren, give the Venerable Bro. Second Warden the words, signs and 
grip of a Master. 


5 J.\A.\K.\I.\N.\ 
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When he has received them, as below, (B.) he says in a low voice to the First 
Warden: 

Venerable Brother First Warden, all is just and perfect. 

[1 1] The First Warden repeats this announcement in his turn, in a loud voice to 
the Very Wise, who says:J 

[Words, {Pass:— *0.-.H.-.**0.-.N/. 6 

{Sacred: — *U.-.B.\**K.\*N.\ 7 (B) 

Grip: — Cing points ***** 

Sign: — See page ] 

V.-.JW.-. Since all is just and perfect, Bro.-. Second Deacon, cause the 
Candidates to make their fourth journey. 

Fourth Journey of the Candidates. 

The fourth journey is proceeded upon in the same manner as the first. — When 
the announcement is completed, and the Very Wise advised, he says to the 
Candidates: 

My Brethren, why are you barefooted? 

One of the Candidates replies: 

Because the place whereby we have passed is holy ground. For God said unto 
Moses, take off thy shoes: the place where thou art is holy ground. 

The Very Wise continues, and says to them: 

My Brethren, according to our custom, you should have made sixteen journeys; 
but, foreseeing that you would be wearied, I have reduced them to these four. 

Here the Very Wise descends fro his throne, goes to the rear of the altar, [12] 
which is set around it, and the Conductor of the Candidate brings him there, and 
causes him to kneel on his right knee at the foot of the altar, his left leg forming a 
square with the other; and being in this position, the Very Wise, with his square, 


6 M.\0.\H.\A.-.B.\0.\N.\ 
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examines the work of the Candidates, and finding it bad, returns to the Candidate, 
who, taking it with his two hands, the little fingers raised together, flings the stone 
over his left shoulder, and the Very Wise, addressing the Candidates, says to them: 

My Brothers, give me, each of you, thirteen cents. 

They reply: 

I have no money. 

The Very Wise, addressing himself to the Bro.\ Second Sub-Deacon, says to 
him: 

Bro.-. Sub-Deacon, search, yourself. 

Then, turning to the Candidates, he says to them: 

How, my Brethren! — Refuse so small a sum for the relief of suffering 
humanity? And yet the Grand Architect of the Universe will account to you for it. 

At this moment, the Sub-deacon tells one of the Candidates to demand their 
wages, and, taking him by the right hand, makes him stretch it out over the altar, as 
if to receive wages, open; at which instant the Second Warden, having a poniard in 
hi hand, and who should be posted there, makes a show of endeavoring to cut of 
his wrist; and immediately the Very Wise, addressing the Candidates, says to them: 

My brethren, are you willing to take the obligation of the degree [13] which you 
desire? 

They reply: 

We are, Very Wise. 


The Obligation, or Oath. 

1, , do swear and promise, of my own free will, and in the presence of the 

grand Architect of the universe and of this august Assembly, to keep in my heart the 
secrets that are about to be unveiled to me. I swear also to maintain inviolate 
secrecy as to all the decrees of the Sublime Lodges that shall be transmitted to me 
by their grand Deputies and inspectors. I swear also friendship and fraternity to all 
true and good Masons, and promise them assistance in their misfortunes, and to 
warn the against the snares that may be set for them by their enemies, if they come 
to my knowledge. I also promise not to have communication with any Mason who 
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shall by perjury have broken his sacred engagements, and, in a word, been recreant 
to the duties which we reciprocally owe each other. And if I should every myself 
become perjured, I consent to suffer the penalties invoked by me in my former 
obligations, and, moreover, to be excluded from all Lodges regularly constituted, 
over the surface of the two hemispheres. Wherefrom, may God preserve me, and 
be my help accordingly. Amen! amen! amen! 


Mode of Putting the Lodge at Refreshment. 

[14] Qu.\ Venerable First Warden, what is the hour? 

Ans.-. Very Wise, the Sun is at meridian 

Qu.\ Venerable First Warden, announce to the respectable workshop that my 
intentions are to put the Lodge at refreshment. 

— The two Wardens alternately repeat the announcement on their respective 
columns; and when the Very Wise has been advised in the ordinary manner that this 
has been done, he raps 8 with his mallet ********; the two Wardens respond by 
four ****, and the Second Warden by four others ****, and at the last rap all the 
brethren go to refresh themselves. 


Mode of Resuming Labor. 

The Very Wise raps 7 at equal distances ******* j which are replied unto by the 
First Warden by 5 *****, and immediately after by the Second Warden by two **. 

Upon these raps being given, all the Brethren re-enter the Lodge and retake their 
places, except the Candidates and the Bro.\ Terrible, their Conductor, who remain 
in the ante-chamber. 
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then the Very Wise, addressing himself to the First Warden, says to him: 

Q.\ Venerable Bro.-. First Warden, what is the hour? 

Ans.\ Very Wise, the hour when the workmen ought to resume their labors. 

Q.-. Venerable Bro.\ Second Warden, announce to the respectable workshop 
that I am about to reinstate the works in activity. 

Here the Bro.-. Tiler knocks with foul equal raps **** on the [15] door of the 
Temple, but without opening it, to advice the Bro.-. Terrible to bring the Candidates 
to it. The latter responds by seven knocks at equal intervals *******, of which the 
Bro.-. Tiler informs the Second Warden in a low voice, who informs the First 
Warden, and he, in his turn, informs the Very Wise, aloud, who then orders the 
Candidates to be permitted to enter the Temple, which order is transmitted in the 
ordinary way to the Bro.-. Tiler, who immediately repairs to his post and opens the 
door. 

The Bro.-. Terrible, preceding the Candidates, leads them directly to the foot of 
the throne of the Very Wise, who then gives them the following word, grip and 
sign: 


Pass Word. 

G.-.I.-.B.-.U.-.L.-. U.-.M.-. 


Sacred Word. 

H.-. E.-. A.-. V.-. E.-.— I.-. T.-.— O.-. V.-. E.-. R.-. 


On pronouncing this word, the right hand is turned upside down, the ends of 
the two first fingers joined to the end of the thumb, as if one held a stone with 
them, saying, “What shall we do with this stone?” 
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1st Sign: of Order. 

Index and middle finger of the right hand behind the ear. 

2nd Sign: of Adhesion, or Assent. 

Raising and stretching out horizontally the right hand. 

3rd Sign: of Assistance. 

The thumb and the two first fingers joined at their extremities, as if [16] one 
held a stone with them, and the other fingers closed. 

Grip. 

Interlace the little fingers of the right hands, joining the two the two thumbs, 
raised perpendicularly, the other fingers closed. 

Battery or Acclamation. 

**** equal raps. 

Explanation of the Medal. 

have in this degree, my dear Brethren, independently of these signs, a 
medal of gold, for a Sign of recognition. On the first side are engraved in a circle, 
the baptismal and family name of the Bro.-. to whom it belongs, his Masonic quality 
of Mark Mason, and the orient at which he received this degree; also the Mosaic 
pavement, on which is the altar of the Very Wise, and on the altar an open bible; 
and on that a compass crossed above a square; and on the Mosaic pavement the 
plumb and mallet, and over all, and to the left, an eye surrounded with rays. 
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On the reverse side, and between two circles drawn on the upper part of [17] 
the medal, are the letters: 


Hiram 

Thir 

wil 

send 

Jabulum 

tou 

King 

Salomon 

H.\ 

T.-. 

W.\ 

S.*. 

J.«. 

TV. 

K.\ 

S/. 

Hiram 

Thir 

veut 

envoy er 

Jabulum 

au 

Roi 

Salomon 


and in the centre all emblem appropriate to his profession or any other that he 
may prefer, as Force represented by a Lion : or Humanity, by the Pelican, &c. 

When a Mark Mason finds himself in need, he sends his Medal to a Bro.-. of the 
degree, asking of him the assistance which he needs. If such Bro.-., on sending 
him what he asks for, sends him back the Medal, it will show that what he sends 
him is a gift; but if he keeps the Medal, what he sends is a loan, to be repaid. 

My Brethren, when you shall have adopted your device, you will sec to it that it 
is recorded in the Book of Gold. 

Go now, my Brethren, and make yourselves known to the First and Second 
Wardens. 

The Bro.-. Terrible leads the new Mark Masons, first to the First Warden and 
then to the Second, that they may give these the words, signs and grips, which 
received, the two Wardens say, each in his turn, to the Very Wise, that they are just 
and perfect. Which done, the Bro.-. Terrible leads the new Initiates to the East, and 
seats them there, on the left hand of the Very Wise, and the Bro.-. Orator reads to 
them the following discourse: 


Discourse upon the Degree. 


[ 18 ] 

My Brother, among the great number of Workmen employed in building the 
Temple of the Grand A.-, of the Un.-. there were confusion and misunderstanding. 
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Many imperfect pieces of work were found, which no one wished to own having 
made: wherefore it was decreed that every Workman should adopt a certain mark, 
which he could not afterwards change, and should be bound to have it registered. 
This was afterwards used to mark his work with. All alike used the eight initial 
letters of certain words, adding thereto the device which each had adopted, and the 
name of the Conductor of the Works. The Overseer who verified these directed the 
mode of payment, but sent away without pay those whose work was not correct. 

There was also in the office of the Treasury a wicket, through which each 
Workman had to receive his pay, and where were two Wardens, one of whom paid 
those who gave the true sign, and the other cut off the wrist of those who gave a 
false one. By this means all the bad Workmen were soon got rid of; which proves 
to you, my dear Brother, that, in this initiation, [19] we ought to rid ourselves, 
also, of the bad Workmen of our Workshop. 

As to the thirteen cents, which were asked of you, it is to teach you that at that 
time the day’s work of a Workman was thirteen cents; and that if you are asked for 
assistance, by a Workman, you cannot give him less than the value of a day’s work 
in the country wherein you live. 

If a Bro.\ of your degree, or higher, but not one of a lower degree, asks you to 
assist him in his needs, he may pledge his Medal for the loan; but he cannot pledge 
it a second time until he has redeemed it by paying the first loan. And in case a 
Bro.\ should find that no member of the Lodge can make him the loan which he 
needs, he will in this case apply to the Lodge itself, which cannot refuse him what 
he asks, he leaving his Medal there ill pledge. 

You are also to know, my Bro.\ that if, by any kind of misconduct, a Bro.\ 

should lose the confidence of his Lodge, he would thereby, upon Masonic trial, 
inevitably lose all his titles, and the sentence against him be sent to all the regular 
Lodges of the two Hemispheres. 

This degree is also known at Algiers; so that, my Brother, in case your business 
should lead you to that place, or you should by any chance find [20] yourself there, 
by means of your Medal, and first making yourself known, you will find there all 
the assistance that the case may require. 
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After this discourse or instruction, if the Orator has prepared another, and the 
Very Wise desires him to give it, the Lodge of Instruction will be opened (A.-.); and 
he will pronounce it; immediately after which, the Catechism will be given. 
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CLOSING OF THE LABORS. 


Qu.\ Venerable First Warden, what is the hour? 

Ans.-. Very Wise, the Sun has just disappeared. 

Since this is so. Venerable Bro.*. Second Worden, announce that my intentions 
are to dismiss the Workmen. 

The First Warden makes this announcement, and then the Second; after which 
the same ceremony is followed as at opening (See page 4. ©); which done, the Oath 
of Silence is taken, and all retire. 

Catechism of the Mark-Mason. 

Q.\ Are you a Mark-Mason? 

A.-. I have made the sixteen Journeys, reduced to four. 

[21] Q.\ What do these sixteen Journeys signify? 

A.-. That every good Mason ought to work and travel without cessation, until 
he has attained the 16th Degree of Masomy, or that of Master of Masonry. 

Q.\ What does the reduction to four Journeys signify? 

A.-. Its first signification is, that we ought to neglect nothing, in order to relieve 
the needs of our Brethren: the second, that we ought constantly to endeavor to 
instruct ourselves; the third, prevention of differences with one another; the fourth, 
relief of the widow and orphan. 

Q.\ What was your condition on entering the Lodge? 

A:. My hair disheveled, my shirt folded over like a girdle, a cord around my 
neck, my feet bare, deprived of all metallic substances, and my thumb and first two 
fingers of the right hand holding a stone. 

Q.\ Why were you so prepared? 

A.-. To teach me that every good Mason ought to be humble, and devoted to the 
will of his Brethren. 

Q.-. Why did you carry the stone with two fingers and the thumb only? 

A.-. Because that is the sign of assistance of the degree. 

Q.\ What did your eyes first behold, on entering the Temple? [22] 
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A.-. An altar set in the middle of the Lodge. 

Q.-. What did you see upon that Altar? 

A.-. A white marble Stone, which should serve as a model for all the Workmen, 
because it was perfect and without defects. 

Q.-. Was there anything remarkable on it? 

A.-. Yes: two circles, between which and around it were eight initial letters, of 
the words, Hiram, King of Tyre, resolved to send Jabulum to King Solomon. 

Q.\ Where did you take your Obligation? 

A.-. At the Altar which as in the centre of the Lodge, representing the wicket 
where the workmen who labored on the Temple received their wages. 

Q.-. How did you ask for yours? 

A.-. With my hand extended over the Altar, to cut which off a feint was made, 
to teach me symbolically that we ought not to ask for anything that we have not 
deserved. 

Q.\ What was there demanded of you? 

A.-. Thirteen cents. 

Q.\ Did you give them? 

A.-. I could not, having been deprived of everything metallic; but a Sub-Deacon 
paid them for me. 

Q.\ What was afterwards said to you? 

[ 23 ] 

A.-. That every good Mason ought to always to find the means of assisting his 
Brethren. 

Q.\ Why, to resume labor, does the Very Wise raps Seven times with the 
Mallet, the hirst Warden five, and the Second Warden three? 

A:. The Seven call the Masters to labor; the five, the Fellows', and the three, 
the Apprentices. 
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CEREMONIAL OF THE SECOND APARTMENT. 


Preliminary Observations. 

As this pretended 5th Degree of Mark-Mason, according to the copies of Bro.\ 
Fourt.-. does not seem to me to be, according to other copies, and even to his own, 
anything more than the degree that immediately follows that of Master, I here 
consider it as such only; and with so much the more reason because it is said in it, 
(page 23, line 6), ‘it is a Bro:. who demands to he received in the degree of Mark 
Mason' : (page 27, line 1 5), Is that a perfect work of a Master ?' ‘ Undoubted it is by 
mistake this Bro .-. has been received in this degree &c.’ Nevertheless, I make no 
change in his Ceremonial, except that I no where mention in it the pretended 
qualification of Master married. Moreover, for the signs, words and grips, 
reference is made to those of the so-called 4th degree; that is to say, to the 1st part 
of the Cahier. 


TITLES OF THE BRETHREN. 

[24] 

The Grand Master. 

The First Grand Venerable Warden. 

The Second Gr.\ Ven.\ Warden. 

Conductor of the Candidate 

When all the Brethren have repaired to the Second Apartment, and the Ven.\ 
First Gr.\ Warden has made due report to the Gr.\ Master, the latter raps four equal 
raps **** and says: 

With me, my Brethren! 

At the same time all the Brethren come to order, ( See page IS); the Grand 
Master then descends from the East, and stands at the foot of the steps, his face 
towards the door of the Temple, the First Warden at his right and next him the 


The Grand Secretary. 
The Bro.-. Terrible. 
The Master of Ceremonies. 
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Second Grand Warden; and by degrees the other Brethren form a circle, with them, 
so that the last of all is on the left of the Grand Master. 

Then the Grand Master gives the First Warden the grip, and whispers in his ear 
the pass-word (See pages 15 & 16) and the First Warden in reply gives him the 
Sacred Word. (See page 15.) 

Then the First Warden turning, in his turn, to the Second Warden, they go 
through the same ceremonial, and it is so done all around the circle, until the Bro.\ 
on the left of the Gr.\ Master gives him the grip, and whispers in his ear the Pass- 
word, and the Gr.\ Master responds by giving him the Sacred Word. 

The Gr.\ Master then takes his hat and says: 

My Brethren, the Lodge of Perfection of Mark Mason is opened. 

The Brethren then return to their places, and the Gr.\ Master or- [25] ders the 
reading of the last labors; which done, he announces what the labors of the day are, 
and the two Wardens transmit in the usual manner this announcement upon their 
respective columns. 

If the work is to be the reception of a Candidate, the Grand Master will order 
the ballot to be passed around. If it is favorable to the Candidate, as there is reason 
to believe it will be. he is informed of it, since he ought to be in the Antechamber, 
with the Master of Ceremonies, who immediately prepares him for his reception, 
taking from him all metallic substances of every kind that he may have about him; 
passing a rope four times around his neck, and causing him to hold a perfect piece 
of work in his right hand. (A). 

Entry of Candidates into the Temple. 

The Candidates being thus prepared, the Master of Ceremonies brings them to 
the door of the Temple, on which he gives four equal knocks **** upon which the 
First Warden repairs to the door, opens it, and asks: 

Q.\ Who is there? 

The Master of Ceremonies responds: 

A.-. Certain Past-Masters who ask advancement to the degree of Mark-Mason. 

Q.\ Are they well prepared? 
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A.-. Yes. 

Q.-. Have they the Pass-Word? 

A.-. No: but I will give it for them. 

[26] The First Warden then closes the door, re-enters, returns to his place, and 
standing, and at order, ( see for mode of this, page 15), says to the Grand Master: 

Grand Master, certain Masters ask their advancement to the degree of Mark- 
Mason. 

Are they prepared? 

Yes, Gr.\ Master; they are. 

Have they the Pass-word? 

No: but their Conductor will give it for them. 

What are their names? 

(He gives the names.) 

Are the Brethren satisfied with them? 

If all the Brethren are satisfied wilt the Candidates, they make it known by the 
Sign of Adhesion, which is to lift up and stretch out horizontally the right hand: and 
then the Gr.\ Master will say: 

Let these Candidates enter. 


Entrance of the Candidates into the Temple. 

The Bro.\ Terrible goes and opens the door, and the Master of Ceremonies 
enters, preceding the Candidates; and when they are between the two columns, the 
Grand Master directs the Master of Ceremonies to cause the Candidates to make 
their 4 journeys, which consists in going four times, amid profound silence, around 
the hall. 

When at the end of the first journey, they pass in front of the East, the Gr.\ 
Master raps once with his mallet on the altar; at the second time, twice; at the third, 
three times; and at the fourth, four times. At the last of these raps, the Second 
Warden assumes a grave air. The Master [27] of Ceremonies, followed by the 
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Candidates, strikes four blows upon his shoulder. The Second Warden rises, and 
turning towards them, asks the Master of Ceremonies: 

Q Whom do you bring there? 

A.-. Certain Past-Masters who ask to be received in the degree of Mark-Mason. 

Q.\ Are they prepared? 

A.-. Yes; Grand Venerable Warden; they are. 

Q.\ Have they the Pass- word? 

A.\ No: but I will give it for them. 

Q.\ To become a Mark-Mason, one must present a perfect piece of work — 
where is it? 

A.-. They bring it to you. Grand Venerable Warden; and it is here. 

Q.\ But, my Brother, are these really perfect pieces of work of Past Masters? 
Undoubtedly it is by inadvertence they have been received in this degree. In my 
opinion, far from being advanced, we ought to put them back among the 
Apprentices. However, I cannot judge of these works; lead them, therefore, these 
Candidates, to the First Venerable Grand Warden. 

The Master of Ceremonies conducts the Candidates to the First Warden, who, 
like the Second, affects to be serious and pre-occupied. He gives him 4 equal raps 
on the shoulder, at which he rises, and turning to the M.\ of Cer.\ says: 

Q.\ Whom bring you here? 

[The other questions and answers are the same as those embraced on the two 
preceding pages by the lines on the margin.] 

[28] The First Warden having in his turn sent them to the Grand Master, they 
repair to the foot of the throne, where the Master of Ceremonies claps 4 times at 
equal intervals, on the shoulder of the Gr.\ Master, whereat he rises and turning to 
them with the most serious air and tone possible, asks the M.\ of Ceremonies: 

Q.\ Whom bring you there? 
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[See page 27: the rest of the questions and answers, to the foot of that page 
openly, which through with, the Gr.\ Master will say to the Candidates: 

Q.\ Are these to be sure, your perfect pieces of work? My eyes do not tell me 
so: but let us see! 

The Grand Master takes the Compasses from the altar, tries the circles with it, 
and then applies the Square, and after full examination says: 

This work is not at all what it ought to be. 

He puts it to one side, and says to the Lodge: 

Q.\ My Brethren, what is your desire with respect to these Candidates? 

The Brethren all decide in favor of their admission, and consequently give the 
Sign of Assent, by extending horizontally the right hand. 

Then the Grand Master directs the M.\ of Cer.\ to bring the Candidates to the 
East, where he causes them to take the obligation: 

Oath of a Candidate. 


[29] 

I, , do swear and promise, that I will never reveal to any Profane the 

Secrets that are about to be entrusted to me, nor even to any Mason whatever who 
has not been received in this degree of Mark Mason, in a Lodge of this degree, 
regularly constituted, that I will never change the Mark which I am about to adopt, 
nor ever put it in pledge into the hands of two persons at the same time; that I will 
comply, as far as may be in my power, with the requests which my Brethren may 
make of me, when sending me their Mark; and in case I can not by any means do 
so, I promise to return their Mark at once, with a piece of money in testimony of 
my inability. I furthermore promise and swear, never to assist at a reception in this 
degree, of more than four Brethren at once; and this under the penalties of my 
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former obligations; and moreover, under that of having my wrist cut off, 
wherefrom I pray God to preserve me, and to give me aid. Amen! 

The Grand Master causes the Candidates to rise, and receives them in this 
degree by four blows of the mallet, and then explains to them the characters 
engraven on the three sides of the square stone of white marble, (see the beginning, 
of this book,) which done, the M.\ of Cer.-. leads the new Initiates to the left of the 
Gr.\ Master and seats them there; and the Bro.\ Orator reads the following 
discourse: 


DISCOURSE. 

The most skillful of the Masons, desiring to give proofs of their skill, agreed to 
mark their work in a certain manner approved by all the workmen, and also 
registered in the Book of Gold. Some of the workmen, on presenting themselves 
to receive the wages of the work from the paymaster, not having entirely concealed 
their marks by the two last fingers of their hand, the others supposed that those 
who thus had the hand half closed, received more wages than they, and resolved to 
imitate them; but the paymaster perceiving the cheat, cut off the wrists of all who so 
exposed themselves. Thence it came that the Mark-Masons swore to preserve their 
secret, and to fulfill their obligations, under the penalty of having the wrist cut off, 
in case of violation of their obligation; and the better to recognize each other, they 
also agreed that, besides their mark, they would use hieroglyphics, not only 
incomprehensible to the vulgar, but even to Masons of degrees below that of Mark- 
Mason; which mark consists in the characters engraved on the Cubic Stone. 

Note: — This seems to have been intended as a second and concluding part of 
the degree. 

Wherever the word ‘ Past-Master ’ is used, the original MSS. had simply 
‘ Maitre ’ or "Mai Ires' The alterations have been made by another hand, evidently to 
let in the Past Master’s as the 4th degree. [P. 
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ROYAL ARCH. 




[ 32 ] 


7th Degree of the Ancient Rite. 


1st Apartment. 

This Apartment is lighted by four lights. In it the Master of Ceremonies 
prepares the Candidate, taking from him everything of a metallic nature, his coat 
and vest, causing him to wear his shoes as slippers, blindfolding him with his 
apron In this Apartment the 3d Grand Master presides. 

2d Apartment. 

This Apartment should be lighted by three lights, and hung with blue, as the 
door is also: by the side of which is a burning bush ; a rod or stick, at the end of 
which is an inflammable match; and a table, on which are three candles and a Bible. 
In this Apartment the 2d Grand Master presides. 


3d Apartment. 

This Apartment is hung with red, and there is an altar, on which are a Bible, 
three candles, and two vases, in one of which is water, and in the other, red wine. 
In this Apartment the 1st Grand Master presides. 
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4th Apartment, 

or 

Sanctuary. 

The ceiling and door of this apartment are painted blue, and the hangings are 
red. At the east end, and on the left of the High Priest, who presides there, is a 
stool for prayer; and on his right appears a large ring of iron, [33] attached to a trap 
in the floor, covering a vault underground, in which are three arches, each upheld 
by three columns, and one over the other. In the interior and at the bottom of the 
lowest arch is set A TRIANGULAR STONE, on which are three medals, on one of 
which is engraved the word of Merit, on the second the Pass-word, and on the third 
the Sacred-word; the two last by separated syllables. 

Order of Places in this Apartment. 


The High Priest occupies the Altar. 

The 1st.-. Grand Master to the right of the High Priest. 

The 2d.-. Gr.-. Master to the left of High Priest. 

The 3d.-. Gr.-. Master to the right of the 1st.-. Gr.-. Master. 

The Gr.-. Orator to the left of the 2d.-. Gr.-. Master. 

The Gr.-. Secretary to the right of the 3d.-. Gr.-. Master. 

The Gr.-. Treasurer to the left of the Gr.-. Orator. 

The Royal Arch Captain sits in front of the High Priest, and 

facing him. 


The other Brethren Companions are seated, part beyond the Gr.-. Secretary, and 
part beyond the Gr.-. Treasurer. 

The High Priest wears on his head a tiara, on the front of which are the words 
HOLINESS TO THE LORD. On his chest is hung, to a black; belt, an enameled 
square plate, at the top of which are in large letters the two words DOCTRINE and 
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TRUTH. This plate hangs at the end of a chain of gold, passing over the neck. He 
wears also two other plates behind the back. 

The 1st.-. Grand Master is clothed in a purple robe, over which is a [34] yellow 
mantle. He wears his jewel at the end of a cordon worn across the body, i.e., from 
the right shoulder to the left hip 

The 2d.-. Grand Master is clothed in a white robe, over which is a mantle of the 
colour of gold. He wears his hat; and his jewel is worn like that of the 1st.-. Grand 
Master. 

The 3d.-. Grand Master is clothed in a blue robe, over which is a. yellow mantle. 
He wears his hat; and his jewel is worn like those of the other Grand Masters. 

All the other Brethren wear also the flame-colored Cordon, across the body, 
with the jewel, and have their hats on. With this jewel a key is also worn. 

The jewel worn at the end of the Cordon is a delta of gold, a whole plate, 
without hollow. 

The Royal Arch Captain has also a staff, about six feet in length, at the end of 
which is a halber. 


Grand Cordon and Jewel. 

This Grand Cordon is of purple colour, at the end of which hangs the Grand 
Medal of the Arch, of Gold. On the side of this medal is engraved an open trap, 
with its door near it, on which is a large ring in the centre: two men, standing face 
to face at the opening, on opposite side;, are drawing up with a rope, another man 
from the vaults. On the other side of the medal is a glory, in the middle of which is 
a delta (A). 

There is also another jewel, on which are engraved three arches, of three pillars 
each, one above the other; on the frontispiece of which arches are the letters S.\ R.\ 
H.-. R.-. H.-. A.-. (B.) 
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OPENING OF THE CHAPTER. 


[ 35 ] 

The High Priest wearing his tiara, and all the Companions their Crowns, the 
High Priest says to the Royal Arch Captain: 

My Companion, ascertain if we are well tiled here. 

The Royal Arch Captain goes out, and on his return says: 

High Priest, we are well tiled. 

The High Priest then says: 

Companions my Brethren, aid me to open the Chapter of Royal Arch. 

Here the two first Grand Masters join the High Priest, who will have descended 
from his throne to below the last step of the Orient, and they and the others each 
way from them, three by three, form with their right feet a triangle, each Brother 
pressing and seizing with his left hand the upper side of the upper part of the arm of 
the other, to represent the three arches, raising the arms afterwards, to represent the 
1st.-. Arch. In this position they give to each other, by three times, and by 
syllables, separated, the Sacred Word, and in such manner that he who pronounced 
the second syllables, pronounces the first, the second time, and the third, the third 
time, &c. 

Before and after pronouncing this word, they say, alternately raising and 
lowering their arms; ‘we three, by friendship and confidence united, agree to 
endeavor to find again the Sacred Word; and to that end we do declare the Chapter 
of Royal Arch opened .’ 

This ceremonial finished, each group says to the High Priest: 

[36] All is correct and perfect. 

Then all resume their places, and the High Priest says: 

Companions my Brethren, the Chapter of Royal Arch is opened. 

The High Priest orders the reading of the works of the last Session, and has 
them approved in the usual manner. 
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1ST.-. APARTMENT: The 3d.-. Grand Master presiding. 

[i See in detail, page 32, and the condition in which the Candidate is, when 
prepared for his reception .] 

The M.\ of Ceremonies brings the Candidates to the door of this Apartment, and 
gives six equal knocks ****** The 2d.-. Grand Master, who is at the door, opens 
it, and asks. Who is there? to which the M.\ of Cer.-. replies: 

A.-. It is the Bro.-. ****** ******, Super-excellent Mason and Royal Master, 
who, having governed a Lodge, seeks to be admitted into the Temple of the Grand 
Architect of the Universe, to work without wages or reward. 

Q.\ Is he prepared to contract the obligations by which we are bound in the 
degree of Royal Arch? 

A.-. Yes. 

Q.\ By what means does he hope to obtain the favour that he asks? 

A.-. By the Pass-word, and it is his Conductor who answers for him. 

Q.\ Has he that Pass-word? (See page 45.) 

A.-. No, but his Conductor will give it for him. [37] 

The M.\ of Ceremonies hands a medal to the 2d.-. Grand Master, on which is the 
Pass word of this Apartment; and he permits them to enter. 

The M.-. of Ceremonies conducts the Candidates directly to the altar, and causes 
them to kneel there on one knee, the right hand on the Bible which is opened at the 
3d chapter of Exodus, and the 3d Grand Master causes him to take his obligation as 
follows: 


Oath. 

In the presence of the Grand Architect of the Universe, I renew all the 
obligations I have heretofore contracted, promising moreover never to shed the 
blood of a Brother Royal Arch, nor in any wise to injure him in fortune or 
reputation; that I will never reveal his secret, unless it be for cause of high treason: 
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to obey the regulations of perfections: never to assist at a reception of more than 
three Brethren in the degree of Royal Arch; and if I should perjurously violate this 
obligation, I consent to have my skull and brain laid open, my body reduced to 
ashes and afterwards flung to the winds: from which may the Grand Architect of 
the Universe preserve me: Amen! 

All the Brethren now align themselves in two ranks, to form the Vault of Steel, 
in the middle of the Apartment. The M.\ of Ceremonies causes the [38] Candidate 
to rise, and make three journeys, in search of the Word of Merit, (see it, at page 
44), in order that he may reach the Second Apartment, where the Candidate is soon 
to present himself. All the Brethren pass to the rear of the stool for prayer, before 
which the Brother Orator is seated, who reads the 3d chapter of Exodus, to the 16th 
verse; and at the moment he reads, ‘I AM THAT I AM,’ a pistol shot is fired close to 
the Candidate’s ear (he being all the time blindfolded with his apron). [Note: That 
he will have been made to put off his shoes, where this is directed by one of the 
said verses. This ended, all the Brethren pass into the 2d Apartment, behind the 
door whereof the 1st.-. Grand Master will have posted himself, and where the 2d.-. 
Grand Master is about to preside. 

2d.-. APARTMENT: The 2d.\ Grand Master presiding. 

[See description of it at page 32], 

The M.\ of Ceremonies conducts the Candidates to the door of this Apartment, 
and knocks as at that of the 1st.-., 6 equal raps ****** The 1st.-. Gr.\ Master, who 
is posted there, within, opens it, and asks, Who is there? The M.-. of Ceremonies 
responds as at the first door. [See the questions and answers designated by the 
brace in the margin, at page 36}. 

These questions and answers completed, the M.\ of Cer.-. hands to the 1st.-. 
Grand Master the medal of the pass-word, which he found in the search medal in 
the first apartment; who takes it, and permits the Candidate and his Conductor to 
enter; and he is conducted directly to the Altar, which is on the left of the door, and 
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around which all the Brethren are arranged, and the Bro.-. Orator is seated, near the 
2d.-. Grand Master. There the Orator reads the 4th chapter of Exodus, during which 
reading, which is [39] slowly done, to give time for the ceremony to proceed, the 
M.\ of Ceremonies for an instant raises the apron that covers the Candidate’s eyes, 
that he may see the B.\ B-. (3), causes him to give the Sign (see p. 45 s ), and then 
causes him to light at the burning bush the match [cartouche], inserted in the staff, 
at the end. The Grand Master then gives a sign with his hand to commence the test 
(4), which finished, the M.\ of Ceremonies replaces the apron over the eyes of the 
Candidate and remains with him in this Apartment, while all the other Brethren pass 
into the third. 

3d.-. APARTMENT: The 1st.-. Grand Master presiding. 

[See description of it at page 32], 

The Brethren, being in this Apartment arrange themselves around the altar, 
where the 1st.-. Grand Master is, who presides there, the 3d.-. Grand Master being 
behind the door. 

All being so arranged, the M.-. of Ceremonies repairs with the Candidate to this 
door and knocks as at the doors of the other Apartments, 6 equal raps ****** and 
the 2d.-. Grand Master who is within, opens the door and asks. Who is there? to 
which the M.\ of Ceremonies responds as at the other doors, [See the questions and 
answers, marked at page 3d], 

These questions and answers finished, the Candidate hands to the 3d.-. Gr.\ 
Master a third medal of the Pass-word, which he takes, and he lets them enter. 
The M.\ of Cer.-. leads the Candidate immediately and directly before the altar of the 
1st.-. Gr.\ Master, around which are arranged all the Brethren of the Chapter, 4th of 
Exodus, during the following ceremony. The M.\ of Ceremonies raises for and 
instant the apron which covers the Candidate’s eyes, and causes him to give the 
Sign of the Water, [40] in this Apartment, while the other Brethren pass into the 
4th. 
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4TH Apartment: The High Priest presiding: 

or 

Tim Sanctuary. 

The Brethren being in this Apartment, the Royal Arch Captain guards the door, 
and the Candidate has not his eyes bandaged as in the three others. 

The Master of Ceremonies conducts the Candidate to the door, and knocks as at 
the others, six equal raps ****** The Royal Arch Captain opens, and asks, Who 
is there? The M.-. of Ceremonies replies as at the other Apartments. [See the 
questions and answers designated atp. 36.] 

These questions and answers ended, the M.\ of Ceremonies hands the Royal 
Arch Captain a medal of the Pass-word, which he takes, and he lets them enter. 
The M.\ of Ceremonies places the Candidate in the West, facing the High Priest, 
who asks him the following questions: 

Q.\ What do you desire? 

A .-. The favor of being admitted near you. 

Q.\ Come hither, my Brother. 

The Master of Ceremonies and Royal Arch Captain accompany the Candidate to 
the altar of the Sanctuary, on which the Royal Arch Captain lays the 3d medal 
which he has just received at the door, and, addressing himself to the High Priest, 
says to him: 

[41] This Aspirant making an offering of the price of his labours, asks the 
favour of working in the Temple of the Supreme Being, without wages or rewards; 
but he begs you, O High Priest, to give him the word of Royal Arch. 

The High Priest, addressing the Candidate, says to him. 

Seek, my Brother. Perhaps God will permit you to find it. As to me, I cannot 
give it. 
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The M.\ of Ceremonies then gives the Candidate a crow-bar, and having caused 
him to search carefully, leads him to where the trap is, and causes him to insert the 
crow-bar in the ring of the covering of the trap, and having caused him to raise it, 
passes a long rope under his armpits, by means of which he is lowered into the 
vault, after being instructed to pull upon the rope at each arch he may meet with, so 
that he may be drawn up three times. At the 3d time, he finds himself at the bottom 
of the vault, and there sees a small table, triangular in shape, and through a 
transparency, the Sacred Word, above it the Pass-word, and below, the word of 
Merit. He pulls upon the rope, the two brethren (representing Joabert and Stolkin, 
when they drew Gibulum out of the vaults), draw up the Candidate from the 
Subterranean, and at the moment when they grasp him, to lift him out of the trap, 
they do it by the grip of Companion Royal Arch, saying Gibulum is a good Mason. 

The Candidate goes immediately to the High Priest, tells him the result of his 
search, and gives him the Sacred Word, Word of Merit and Pass- [42] word; at 
seeing which, all the Brethren place themselves under the Sign of Admiration [see 
p. 44], and the High Priest, pointing to the words, says to all the Brethren: 

Behold the Holy Name of the Eternal found again! 

[See the Sacred Word, page 44] . 

The High Priest then descends from his throne, embraces the Candidate, and 
says to him: 

My Brother, through your difficulties and disinterested labours, you have 
attained the centre of virtue. Reflect well, my dear Companion, on all the 
ceremonies of your reception, and you will see that they symbolize the only way 
that men can follow to attain perfection. Walk therein, then, constantly with us, my 
dear Brother; the satisfaction of the Soul is the only reward of the virtuous man. 
This awaits you, if you always perform your duties. 

Go now and clothe yourself, my Brother, and then return to share our labours. 

[Note: The right to speak is asked directly of the High Priest, giving at the same 
time the sign of the skull. 
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Re-entry of the Candidate into the Sanctuary. 

The M.\ of Ceremonies knocks again at the door of the Sanctuary, but now with 
seven raps, of which six are equal, and one slow, ****** * 

The Royal Arch Captain opens, the M.\ of Ceremonies conducts the new 
Companion Royal Arch to the East, and the High Priest says: 

Companions, my Brethren, let us congratulate ourselves upon the acquisition 
by us of our dear Companion A .... F. ... . 

All the Brethren rise, and give, with the H.\ Priest the Sign of the [43 j Skull, 
and afterwards the plaudit, ******* 

1st.-. Sign of the Skull or of Order: 

Grand Sign of the Degree. 

The Sign of the Skull, or of Order, consists, my Brother, in holding the right 
hand horizontally, as if to cut off the upper part of the skull. 

2d.-. Sign, of the Staff (A.), or of the Pass. 

The Second Sign, of the Staff, consists in letting fall the Staff (or rod) on the 
ground, by the large end, and taking it up immediately by the small end. It 
symbolizes the first miracle which God made Moses to perform, when he told him 
to take a serpent by the tail, and it became a rod in his hand. 

2d:. Sign: of the Leprosy. 

This third Sign consists in putting the right hand into the bosom (I’estomac), to 
take it out, and turn it and examine it on the back and palm with astonishment — (it 
is supposed to be covered with the leprosy) — to replace it in the bosom, draw it 
forth and examine it again — (the person is supposed now to see that the leprosy has 
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disappeared) — and put it back in the bosom. This Sign symbolizes the second 
miracle, of the leprosy, which God caused Moses to perform. 

4th.-. Sign of the Water, and of Recognition. 

To make one’s self known in this degree, on takes wine in a tumbler, and 
presenting it to a Bro.\, asks him what it is, to which he replies ‘7/ is blood. ’ 

[44] (A) Upon this Sign being given, when one presents himself to obtain 
entrance into a Lodge, the Royal Arch Captain demands the Pass-word, which 
being given him, he opens the door and says, ‘Pass!' 

This Sign symbolizes the third miracle which God caused Moses to perform, 
directing him to fill a shell with water from the river Jordan, which was 
immediately found to be turned into blood. 

5th:. Sign of Admiration. 

This Sign, my Brother, consists in spreading out the arms, as a Priest does 
when he Says Dominus vobiscum! then carry the right hand, palm upwards, to 
above the eyes, opening these wide, the left leg and body to the rear, thus making a 
genuflexion. 


Grip. 

The Grip [Attouchement] or Token, consists in putting mutually the hands 
under the armpits, as if to raise one another, saying ‘Gibulum is a good Mason;’ 
and so to give each other the Sacred Word, by spelling it, G.\I.\B.\U.\L.\U.\M.\ 

Sacred Word. 

G.-. I.-. B.-. U.-. L.-. U.-. M.\ J/. E.\ O.-. V.-. A.-. 
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Each of these words is spelled by three Brethren, forming a triangle with their 
feet, and the arch with their arms. 

Word of Merit. 

S.\A.\I.\N.\T.\E.\T.\E.\ A.-.U.\ S.\E.\I.\G.\N.\ E.\U.\R.\ 

[Holiness to the Lord.] 

It is given in the same way as the preceding. 

Pass-Word. 


J.-.E.-. S.\U.\I.\S.\ C.-.E.-. Q.-.U/.E.-. J.-.E.-. S.\U.\L\S.\ 
S.-.E.-.M.-. C.\H.\A.\M.\ E.\T.\ J.\A.\P.\H.\E.\T.\ responded to by 

A.\D/.0.\N.\A.\I.\ 

[I.-. A.-.M.*. T.-.H.-.A.-.T.-. I.-. A.\M.\] 


[ 45 ] 


The Bro.\ Orator then reads the following history of the degree. 

History of the Degree. 

I am not now about to give you, my dear Brother, the amplified history of the 

Royal Arch, which you will find in that of the Great Patriarchs-Kdasons, whom 
Solomon appointed to be the twelve chiefs of the Temple, and to each of whom he 
assigned the government of a Province or Tribe, to conduct and distribute the 
works; giving to the Gr.\ Hiram the general inspection of all. I shall limit myself to 
giving you a recital of the principal facts. 

Brother, Royal Arch were all sons and descendants of the race of Joshua, 
whose line was always distinguished in the wars waged by the children of Israel to 
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conquer the land for the twelve Tribes, promised by the Supreme Architect to the 
descendants of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 

Solomon, having prepared everything for the erection of the Temple to the 
honour and glory of the Supreme Architect, made an intimate alliance with Hiram, 
King of Tyre, with whom the Prophet King had also been closely connected, as his 
nearest neighbor, and a great lover of the Sciences, [46] which attained great 
excellence in his realm, in order to avail himself of the attainments of that celebrated 
Architect and expert in the knowledge of the metals, in building that edifice. 

It is well here to instruct Masonic posterity in regard to an event which is so 
much the more interesting, because it has transmitted to us the mystery, most 
excellent of all, of the Royal Arch, the discovery whereof seems to have been due 
to chance, as is the case with the greatest things, by the pettiest causes. For the 
understanding of the matter, it is also necessary to say, that independently of the 
mysteries attached to each different degree of Ancient Masonry, and of which we 
ought never to lose sight, there was THE GREAT SECRET, which the wise Founder 
of the Art entrusted only to Hiram sumamed Abif and to Mahabon, another Chief, 
also his favourite, for their talents and long standing in Royal Arch. Some 
historians pretend, however, that Solomon entrusted this great work to Hiram the 
King; but our history contains nothing in respect to that. Moreover, Hiram the 
King, not being of the Jewish religion, could not be initiated into the mysterious 
secrets of the Temple; but it is true that they were connected together by the closest 
friendship; like that which he had borne for the Prophet-King, father of Solomon. 

The respectable Hiram Abif having been assassinated by the three wretches, 
who, to obtain that secret, had conspired, but in vain, against him, the Elus and the 
history of the Patriarchs will instruct you as to his [47] sad end. 

The Temple and its ornaments being finished, Solomon confided this Great 
Secret to Jachin and Boaz, requiring of them an oath not to reveal it, and under the 
penalty of the withering excommunication of the whole body of the Sages adepts. 
But many other distinguished Masters entreated Solomon to grant them admission 
to this sublime degree; but that wise Prince, faithful to his oath, gave them the 
rewards due to their talents and labours, and said to them; “Go, my friends and 
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work! Persevere, and some day the Sublime Architect will give it you:” and this 
promise was indeed fulfilled, as you will see hereafter. 

Solomon; and the Masters united with him, wishing to transmit this profound 
mystery to posterity, had themselves constructed in a deep and unknown place 
under ground a special Lodge or laboratory, where they worked in a manner 
worthy of the profound knowledge wherewith the Supreme Dispensor had 
endowed them, and herein they deposited it. 

Although this place had no visible outlet or entrance, that could even be 
suspected to exist, nevertheless chance or a supernatural inspiration occasioned the 
discovery. 

At their return from their captivity at Babylon, the great Zorobabel caused 
excavations to be made in the ruins of the Temple, and there discovered a primitive 
tabernacle, supported by three columns, immense sums in ingots of the purest gold, 
and the inextinguishable fire which enclosed the Sacred Word. 

The Temple destroyed, Zorobabel abandoned the excavation of this [48] work; 
and a certain time elapsed after the death of Jesus Christ, and in the reign of Titus, 
Son of Emperor Vespasian, some zealous Masons assembled, and resolved, for 
reasons unknown, to dig in the rubbish of this famous Temple, then entirely 
destroyed. One of them, named Gibulum, of an old race of the first Masons, while 
digging there, found his pick caught in a large iron ring. He called his comrades, 
and having carefully examined the place, they saw that the ring was attached to a 
trap of the same metal, which they could not even move; but by the aid of levers 
they succeeded in raising it, and at first saw only a kind of funnel in a rock, and that 
very dark. Gibulum, full of ardour, offered nevertheless to descend into it, and for 
safety had himself girt with a rope, and fixed upon a signal whereby he could have 
himself immediately drawn up out of the place. He had hardly penetrated into the 
hole, when he perceived that it was made by mining, and that its vaults were upheld 
by great arcades, one above the other. — The darkness of the place, and the cold at 
first so lessened the ardour of Gibulum, that reaching the third arcade, he gave the 
signal agreed on, and was drawn up. When he had emerged from the shaft, his 
brethren questioned him, and he told them that he had seen a vault, terrible even to 
the [49] most intrepid persons; but that, nevertheless, if one of them would 
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accompany him, he would descend again. But no one offering to do so, he 
pursued his undertaking alone, and penetrated further than before into the 
subterranean, whose extreme depth caused him to tremble again; his senses were 
chilled, he shook the rope, and was drawn up; but he recovered his senses only to 
resume with greater ardour his undertaking, despite the obstacles and even the 
danger which he had seen there. He supplied himself with a blazing torch, a pencil 
and paper, invoked the Supreme Being and prepared to encounter new perils, and 
the prophecy of Solomon was about to be accomplished. He was let down and 
reached the last arcade. He struck a blow with a hammer, on a place where a 
responsive echo showed him that the wall concealed another spacious apartment. — 
He redoubled his zeal, and worked there with so much ardour that he at last 
succeeded, but after inexpressive toil, in piercing the wall and by degrees making 
therein an aperture large enough to enable him to pass. The reflection of the flame 
of his torch falling upon something extremely brilliant, dazzled him at first, and he 
perceived that this brilliancy came from the reflection of his torch upon a 
magnificent Sun and an altar of gold, of triangular form, on the front whereof were 
the initial letters which informed him of an agreement between Solomon, Hiram the 
King, and Hiram Abif [50] and which were S.\ R.\ H.\ R.\ H.\ A.’., and above 
these S.\R.\H.\A.\M.-.B.\, which signify Solomon the King, Hiram Abif and 
Moabon. 

These three illustrious Architects had caused this place to be constructed, for the 
celebration of their most secret and Great Mysteries, which they had written in 
letters of gold on a tablet of white marble. 

The first movement of Gibulum, at the sight of this luminous place, was to 
bend the knee, and hold the right hand, palm upwards, over his eyes: sign of 
dazzlement, awe and admiration. 

Then he drew nigh to the altar, and attained a knowledge of the great 
Mysteries;and the oath and conditions, prescribed under the greatest penalties, 
written by these three illustrious and ancient sages, depositories of the Sciences 

Gibulum, marveling at his discovery, returned thanks for it to the Most High, 
and for the third time pulled upon the rope. He was forthwith drawn up, and 
coming to the surface, all the BB.\ surrounded him, seeing his eyes gleam with a 
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perfect satisfaction, and gave him the fraternal embrace, saying, “ Vivat! Gibulum 
is a good Mason." He then told all of them what he had seen, but carefirily 
concealed from them what he had learned. 

So that of this lineage came the Ecossais, those illustrious Masons who from 
that time forward distinguished themselves in the wars of the Crusades; but to those 
whose arms did not please the Supreme Being to give all the [51] success which 
they hoped for. But their fervent zeal was only increased, and their hopes 
augmented. They returned to Europe with the Knights of the West, where they 
won the greatest celebrity, as well by their lofty deeds as by their wealth and 
power. Thence descended the Ancient Templars, whose history ended with the 
death of De Molai, the Great. 

This lecture ended, the High Priest causes the Pouch of Propositions to pass 
along the columns, and after it the box of the Poor: and after this he proceeds to 
close the works as follows: 

CLOSING THE WORKS. 

My Brethren Companions, assist me to close the Sovereign Chapter. 

Here the two grand masters unite with the high priest, & [See the Ceremonial to 
be followed, marked at page 35] marked +, at the end whereof the groups of three 
Brethren say: 

We three, united by friendship and confidence, declare that it is our purpose to 
close the Sovereign Chapter of Royal Arch. 

Each Brother then repairs to his place, and the High Pi iest causes each to take 
the oath of silence and discretion; and says; 

Let us retire in peace, my dear Brethren and Companions. The Sovereign 
chapter of Royal Arch is closed. 
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PAST MASTER: 
VENERABLE OF THE LODGE. 




4th Degree Of The Ancient Rite. 

OPENING. 

The Lodge is opened by five raps and the ordinary questions. 

RECEPTION. 

The Candidate has a rope round his neck making four turns, round the body at 
the known place, and the two arms. The jewels of the First and Second Warden. 
His shirt is rolled around his waist and the two sleeves let down, the knee naked. 

The Conductor raps as a Master. 

The Bro.\ Tiler replies from within, Who is there? and announces to the 
Venerable, A Mason who desires to enter the Sublime Council. 

He is asked if he has worked his time? As Apprentice, Fellow and Master? 

(After these usual questions) 

He is caused to enter and make four circuits round the Lodge, halting at the 
Second and First Warden, as is customary, and at the Ven.\ who asks him all the 
questions. 

He is then conducted to the steps of the throne, where he is made to kneel, on 
the tracing-board, and takes his obligation on the Bible, after the Venerable had 
received from him the signs, words and grips of the three preceding degrees. 
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Obligation. 


I, P C do swear and promise never to reveal the secrets of this 

part of Masonry, which you are about to confer on me; never to write it, trace it or 
engrave them; never to entrust them to any Mason of an inferior degree; to be 
faithful to my engagements; to aid and assist my Brethren, and to keep their secrets 
as my own, except in case of murder or treason; to warn my Brethren of dangers 
that threaten them, except in case of war; and never to seduce the wife, daughter or 
sister of my brethren: the whole under the penalties contained in my former 
obligations, Amen! Amen! Amen! 

Then he is made to rise, and the sign, word and grip are given him, and the 
word of a Past Master. 

The Word of a Past Master. 

M.\ A.-.h.-.O.-.B.-. m.-.O .-. 8 

Sacred Word. 

G.-.I.-. U.-.M.-.B.-.V.-. L .-. 9 

The Venerable puts into his hands all the instruments of a Ven.\ and his jewel 
over his neck, saying to him. “In the name of this Respectable Lodge I make you 
Past Master or Venerable of the Lodge f Then he makes him sit in the arm chair of 
the Ven.\ and all the Brethren pass four times before him, saluting him by the sign 
of each degree in succession, to each of which he responds. 

This done, all take their places, and the Ven.-. takes the place of the Ex. Ven.\ 
The works ended, the Candidate closes the Lodge in the usual form. 

FINIS. 

8 This is an error for M 

9 This is an error for G.'.l.'.B.'.U.'.L.'.U.'.M.'. 
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“Copy of the Ritual agreed to at the Grand Conclave held on the 1 1th day of April, 1851, and 
recommended for adoption by the Order.” 


OPENING THE ENCAMPMENT. 


E MINENT Commander. Sir Knights, assist me to open the Encampment. 
[Sir Knights all rise, with drawn swords in their right hands.] Sir Knt. 
Second Captain, what is the first 
care of a Knt. Templar? 

2nd Capt. To see that the Encampment properly guarded. 

E.C. Direct that duty to be done. 

2d Capt. Sir Knt. Captain of the Lines, see that the Encampment is properly 
guarded. 

Capt of Lines [On the door] JJJJJ JJ 
Equery, (without.) [On the door] JJJJJ JJ 

Capt. of Lines. Sir Knt. 2d Captain, the Encampment is properly guarded. 

2d Capt. Eminent Commander, all is secure. 

E.C. Sir Knt. First Captain, what is the next care? 

1st Capt. To see that none but Knights Templar are present. 

E.C. To order. Sir Knts. 

[All stand with swords in their right hands, the points in their left palms, and 
the sword being held, diagonally, across their bodies.) 

E.C. Sir Knt. Registrar, call the muster-roll. 
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[Registrar calls over the names of members, each one present answering 
“Here”] 

E.C. Let us now deposit our arms at the foot of the Cross, and implore the 
blessing and protection of the Holy Trinity. 

[Each one places his sword, before him, on the floor, the handle towards 
himself, the point towards the sepulchre.] 

Prelate. Let us pray. Merciful Redeemer of perishing mankind, who hast 
promised that Thou wouldst be in the midst of those who assemble in Thy holy 
name, look down upon us Thy servants, with an eye of tender compassion, and so 
direct us this day that all our labours may be begun, continued, and ended in love to 
Thee, affection to our companions, protection to the distressed, and obedience to 
our Order. Amen. 

E.C. Sir Knt. 2d Capt., the situation of the Capt. of Lines? 

2d Capt. Within the Entrance of the Encampment. 

E.C. His duty? 

2d Capt. To see that the Sentinels are regularly placed at the outposts, that the 
Encampment may be safely guarded without as well as within. 

E.C. Let him resume his arms and duty. [He takes up his sword and goes to 
his place.] Sir Knt. 1st Capt., the situation of the Expert ? 

1st Capt. In the West. 

E.C. His duty? 

1st Capt. To assist the E.C. and the 1st and 2d. Capts. in the performance of 
our Rites and Ceremonies. 

E.C. Let him resume his arms and duty. [He does so.] Sir Knt. 2d Capt., 
your situation in the Encampment? 

2d Capt. In the northwest angle of the Encampment. 

E.C. Your duty? 

2d Capt. To see that all commands of the E.C. to the 1st Capt. are obeyed in 
the north column. 

E.C. Resume your arms and duty. [That done.] 

E.C. Sir Knt. 1st Capt., your situation in the Encampment? 

1st Capt. In the southwest angle of the Encampment. 
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E.C. Your duty? 

1st Capt. To receive reports from the 2d. Capt.; to forward them without delay 
to the E.C., and to see that all the Knts. are arranged under their respective 
Banners. 

E.C. Are they so arranged? 

1st Capt. To the best of my knowledge. 

E.C. Resume your arms and duty. [That done.] Where is the E. 
Commander’s place? 

1st Capt. At headquarters, in the East. 

E.C. His duty? 

1st Capt. To open the Encampment in form; to issue his commands for its 
regulation, and to close it when he may deem it convenient. 

E.C. Sir Knts., resume your arms. [All those who have not done so 
previously, do so now.] Sir Knts., our Encampment being thus duly formed, I, in 
the name of the Three scriptural officers of Christ our Prophet,! Christ our Priest,! 
Christ our King,! declare it duly opened. 

[As the E. C. pronounces each of these names he, and all present, salute. The 
salute is by raising the pommel of the sword level with the left breast, drawing it 
smartly across to the right breast, carrying it quickly, up to the forehead, and thence 
down to the navel. This forms a passion cross. The sword is held completely 
upright the whole time.] 

E.C. JJJJJ JJ [Repeated by 1st and 2d Capt., Capt.. of Lines and Equery, all 
one after the other ] 
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CLOSING OF THE ENCAMPMENT. 

E.C. Sir Knts., assist me to close the Encampment. [All rise.] Sir Knt. 2d 
Capt., what is the constant care of a Knt. Templar? 

2d Capt. To see that the Encampment is properly guarded. 

Capt. of Line, (on door.) JJJJJ JJ 


Equery, (without.) JJJJJ JJ 

Capt. of Lines. Sir Knt. 2d Capt., the Encampment is properly guarded. 

E.C. Sir Knight 1st Capt., what is the next care? 

1st Capt. To see that the Sir Knts. appear to order as Knts. Templar. 

E.C. To order. Sir Knts. [All stand to order.] Let us deposit our arms at the 
foot of the Cross, and implore the blessing of the Holy Trinity. [That done.] 

Prelate. Let ue pray. O, merciful God, grant Thy holy protection and salutary 
blessing to this Encampment. Enlighten its rulers with the rays of Thy brightness, 
that they may always see the just ways of our heavenly Captain, and may, by their 
example, induce the Companions committed to their charge so to follow them 
through this wilderness of temptation, that having overcome the enemies of Thy 
Holy Name, they may arrive at the heavenly Jerusalem armed with the shield of 
faith, and the breastplate of righteousness, through Jesus Christ Our Saviour. 
Amen. 

E.C. Sir Knts., resume your arms. [That done.] Our labours being finished, 
I, in the name of the three Scriptural Officers of Xt. our Prophet, f Xt. our Priest,! 
and Xt our King,! declare this Encampment duly closed. 

[At all present salute.] 

E.C. JJJJJ JJ [Repeated on after the other by 1st Capt., 2d Capt., Capt. of 
Lines, and Equery, without.] 
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INSTALLATION. 

FIRST PART. 

[An alarm (trumpet call) is sounded without. 1 

Capt. Lines Sir Knt. 2d Capt., there is an alarm at the outposts. 

2d Capt. Ascertain the cause of the alarm. 

Capt. of Lines. [Opens door and sees the Candidate being prepared. Closes it 
and says:] Sir Knt. 2d Capt., a stranger is endeavoring to penetrate our lines. 

E.C. Be cautious, and see who the intruder is. 

2d Capt. See who comes. 

Capt. of Lines. [Opens door and enquires of Equery, without.] Who comes 
here? 

Equery. Companion (X.Y.Z.,) a pilgrim on his travels, weary and fatigued, 
having heard of this Encampment of Knts. T., is anxious to take refuge therein, and 
if possible to be admitted to the privileges of the Order. 

Capt. of Lines. What recommendation does he bring? 

Equery. The sign and word of a Royal Arch Mason. 

Capt. of Lines, (to Cand. outside.) Show me the sign, and communicate the 
word. [Cand. gives the reverential sign and the word by which R.A. Companions 
reveal themselves to each other.] Wait while I report you to our Eminent 
Commander. [Closes the door, salutes, and says:] Eminent Commander, beyond 
the outposts is Companion (X.Y.Z.,) a pilgrim, (&c., same as before.) 

E.C. What recommendation does he bring? 

Capt. of Lines. The sign and word of a Royal Arch Mason. 

E.C. Let him be admitted with caution. 

[The Knts. stand to order. The Candidate, habited as a pilgrim, with a rude 
cross for a staff, blue gown, hat with a cockle-shell in front, bag, with a water 
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bottle in it, slung across his shoulders, is admitted and received by the Expert, who 
conducts him to the 2d Capt., and he, presenting the point of his sword to the 
Candidate’s breast, asks ] 

2d Capt. Who are you that dares to penetrate thus far into our Encampment? 

Expert, (prompting or at times answering for the Candidate.) Companion 
(X.Y.Z.,) a pilgrim on his travels, (&c., as before.) 

2d Capt. What recommendation do you bring? 

Cand., (prompted by Expert.) The sign and word of a Royal Arch Mason. 

2d Capt. Show me the sign, and communicate the word. 

[The Cand. gives the sign and word, and there is thereupon conducted by the 
Expert to the 1st Capt., who challenges him as the 2d Capt. had just done. Then 
the Expert conducts him to the foot of the sepulchre, and (softly) directs him to 
salute the E.C. with the sign, and at the same time give the word of a R.A. Mason. 
That done] — 

E.C. Welcome, in the name of J.\ 1 Rest yourself and partake of bread and 
water, the staff of life; the only refreshment we can at present afford you. 

[The Pilgrim (or Candidate, both terms being used indiscriminately,) is seated 
in the West, and the Expert hands him bread and water. The Knts. are all seated in 
their stalls. After he has partaken of both he rises, and the] — 

E.C. says: Pilgrim! you have sought refuge in our Encampment, and desire to 
be admitted to the privileges of our Order; let me, therefore, demand of you on 
whom, in the hour of danger, do you rely? 

Cand., (prompted by Ex.) On God. 

E.C. And in whom do you put your trust for Eternal Salvation? 

Cand., (prompted by the Ex., in all eases, being understood.) In our Blessed 
Saviour, Jesus Christ. 

E.C. Can you give me any proof of your sincerity ? 

Cand. I am ready to undertake any task, however perilous, which may entitle 
me to admission under your banner, as a Soldier of the cross. 


1 Jehovah {editor). 
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E.C. Then as a proof of your faith, I enjoin you seven years’ pilgrimage. This 
you will, figuratively, perform by proceeding round the Encampment seven times. 
Sir Knts., guard the Encampment. 

[The E.C. and his two Capts. remain at their respective stations. The other 
Knts. stand round the sepulchre, to order, facing outwards. The Ex. conducts the 
Cand. round the Encampment, preceding him, with a drawn sword in his hand. 
After the third round the Ex. and Cand. halt in the West.] 

2d Capt. E. C., the pilgrim having performed three years of his pilgrimage, 
and having evinced great zeal and fidelity, I have to request you will remit the 
remainder of the term. 

E.C. Sir Knt. 2d Capt., I readily attend to your request, and remit the 
remainder of the term. [The Knts. resume their stalls.] To order, Sir Knts. 

[The Cand. standing in the West, with the Ex. on his left, the prelate reads one 
of the three following prayers or the lesson from Scripture:] 

Prel. Let us pray. Merciful Lord God of heaven and earth, who hast protected 
this Thy servant through a long and dangerous pilgrimage, and hast inclined his 
heart to dedicate the remainder of his life to Thy holy service, grant, we beseech 
Thee, that he may constantly adhere to those pious resolutions; that he may heartily 
detest, all the sins of his former life, and may henceforward, with a firm resolution, 
shun all occasions of offending Thee, Oh, Great Emanuel! And may at last arrive at 
the Conclave of the heavenly Jerusalem. Amen. 

Or, verses 1-16 of ii chapter of St. Paul’s Epistle to the Hebrews, 2 

Or, 

Let us pray. Grant, 0 Lord, that this Candidate for the mysteries of our Lord 
and Saviour’s Birth, Life, Death, Resui lection, and Ascension, may ever hold fast 
the profession of a Christian, may boldly fight under the banner of the cross as a 
faithful Soldier of our Blessed Master, and may become a true companion amongst 
us. This we beg in the name of Thine only Son our Lord and Redeemer. Amen. 

[This properly belongs to the Knt. of Malta degree. It contains five pass-words 
of that Order, but was incorporated when we ceased to work it separately. Now, 

2 The Scriptural extracts are not written here in full, to save trouble. So, where such occur, texts 
are quoted by chapter and verse. 
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however, that is being worked in full again by itself, this prayer has been restored 
to its legitimate place. But as I am giving the authorized working, according to the 
last revision, in 1851, 1 did not feel justified in omitting it, although, in practice, we 
no longer use it, except in the S. John of Jerusalem.] 

Or this: 

O Emanuel! our great and heavenly captain, look down, we beseech Thee, on 
this Encampment of Thy devoted servants, and impart Thy holy spirit to the 
Candidate now before Thee, That he may be worthy of Thy acceptance and 
salvation. Amen. 

E.C. Let the Pilgrim now approach the holy sepulchre, and, bended on both 
knees, enter into a solemn engagement, placing both hands on the holy gospel. 

[The Ex. directs the Cand. to kneel at the foot of the sepulchre, and place his 
hands, open, on the New Testament, the 1st chapter of the gospel according to St. 
John being the portion exposed. The 1st and 2d Capts. leave their stations, and, 
standing on each side of the Cand., cross their swords upon the backs of his 
hands.] To order. Sir Knts. 

Prelate, (or E.C.) Pilgrim! you will repeat your Christian and surnames, and 
say after me. “I, (X.Y.Z.,) in the name of the holy and undivided Trinity, and in 
the presence of the Knights here assembled, do hereby and hereon most solemnly 
promise and swear never to reveal the secrets of a Knight Templar to anyone 
beneath that degree, unless it be to a Candidate for the same in a lawful 
Encampment of Knights Templar, and then only whilst acting as a regularly 
installed Commander. I furthermore solemnly promise that I will faithfully defend, 
and maintain, the holy Christian Faith against all unprovoked attacks of its enemies. 
That I will not shed the blood of a Knight Templar in wrath, unless it be in the just 
wars of sovereign princes, or States, but, on the contrary, will defend him, even at 
the risk of my life, when or whensoever his life, or his honour may be in danger. 
That I will, to the utmost of my power, protect the near and dear relations and 
connections of Knights Templar, and if possible prevent all harm, danger, or 
violence to which they may be exposed. Lastly, I do most sincerely promise to be 
obedient to the supreme authorities of the country in which I do, or may reside, and 
strictly to observe and maintain, the ancient laws and regulations of the Order, and 
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the statutes of the Grand Conclave of England and Wales; and to answer and obey, 
so far as lies in my power, all summons sent to me, the same being properly 
marked. To all these points I swear fidelity, without evasion, equivocation, or 
mental reservation of any kind, under no less penalty than the loss of life, by 
having my head struck off and placed upon a pinnacle or spire, my skull sawn 
asunder, and my brains exposed to the scorching rays of the sun, as a warning to 
all infidels and traitors. So help me, Christ: and keep me steadfast in this my 
solemn obligation.” 

E.C., (alone) You will seal that solemn obligation seven times, with your lips, 
on the Holy Gospel. [That done.] Arise, a novice of our Order. [Cand. rises.] 
Let the Novice be divested of his pilgrim’s habit and assume the garb of a soldier of 
the cross. 

[Expert takes off the Pilgrim s habit, and puts on the Cand. the various portions 
of the Christians armour, as the Prelate mentions them in reading.] 

[Prelate’s reads verses 10-17 of 6th chapter of St. Paul’s Epistle to the 
Ephesians.] 

E.C. Being now armed as a soldier of Christ, you are prepared to enter on a 
warfare of seven years. But I must request you, first, to make those professions 
which your sainted predecessors have made. You will repeat after me, — suiting the 
action to the words, — 

“I draw my sword in defence of the holy Christian Faith.” 

[Does it and sheathes it.] 

“I draw my sword in defence of all Knight Templar.” 

[Does it and sheathes it again.] 

“I draw my sword in defence of the near relations and connection of Knight 
Templar.” 

[Does it and sheathes it again.] 

E.C., (alone.) You are now about to proceed on a seven years warfare, and as 
you may be occasionally stopped and subjected to an examination as a soldier, 
enrolled under the banner of the cross, I shall now entrust you with the sign 3 and 


3 The salute as before. 
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word 4 of a Crusader, whereby you will gain confidence and support. [Gives the 
pass-sign and word of a crusader.] Thus prepared you may proceed on your 
crusade, which you will figuratively perform by proceeding round the 
Encampment, and be prepared to defend yourself with your Sword. Sir Knts., to 
order 

[Sir Knts. stand to order under their respective banners. The Expert conducts 
the Novice round the Encampment, going to the north side. At each round the 
Novice is stopped and challenged. 5 In the East by the Past E.C., in the S.W. by 
the 1st Capt., in the N.W. by the 2d Capt. To each of whom he gives the sign and 
word of a crusader. After he has been stopped for the third time by the 1st Capt., 
the E.C. is thus addressed:] 

1st Capt. E.C., the Novice has zealously prosecuted the campaign up to the 
present time. Is it your pleasure to remit the remaining portion? 

E.C. Most willingly I remit the remaining four years of probation as a 
crusader. 

[The Exp. conducts the Novice to the foot of the sepulchre.] 

E.C. With the point of your sword you will assist the Sir Knt. Expert to unveil 
the cross, and you will notice the scroll at its foot. 6 [That done.] 

*Whenever that mark, which is formed from the initials of the Latin inscription 
placed over our Saviour at His crucifixion, {be on your summons,} 7 it will be your 
imperative duty, in accordance with your obligation, to obey it.* If unavoidable 
circumstances render your personal attendance impossible, you will then by letter 
explain the cause of such inability to the Commander by whom the summons has 
been issued. 

[The following charge may be given, or omitted, at pleasure:] 


4 Golgotha. 

5 This consists in each one striking his sword, as if to attack him, when he wards off the blows 
with his sword, makes the sign, gives the word, and is allowed to pass on. 



7 The words in braces are lacking in Pike’s printing. They have been restored by reference to a 
contempraiy manuscript ritual. ( Editor ) 

* So in Mss. 
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Pilgrim! now a Novice of our Order, the ceremonies in which you are now 
engaged are calculated deeply to impress your mind, and I trust they will have a 
long and happy effect upon your future character. You were first, as a trial of your 
faith and humility, enjoined to perform a seven year’s pilgrimage. It represented 
the Pilgrimage of Life, through which we are all passing. We are all weary 
pilgrims looking forward to that asylum where we shall rest from our labours and 
be at rest for ever. You were then directed, as a trial of your courage and 
constancy, to perform seven years of warfare. It represented to you the constant 
warfare with the lying vanities and deceits of this world, in which it is necessary for 
us to be always engaged. You are now about to perform a year of penance, as a 
further trial of your humility; it is also a trial of that faith which will conduct you 
safely over the dark gulph of everlasting death, and land your enfranchised spirit in 
that peaceful abode of the blessed. Let the emblems of life and death, which lie 
around, remind you of the uncertainty of your earthly existence, and teach you to be 
prepared for the closing hours of your mortal life. And rest assured that a firm faith 
in the truths revealed to us will afford you consolation in the gloomy hour of 
dissolution, and insure your ineffable and eternal happiness in the world to come. 

|When the foregoing portion of the charge is omitted, the ceremony must begin 
again here:] 

You are now to undergo a year of penance and mortification. You will, 
therefore, take that skull in your left hand, and one of those small lighted tapers in 
your right, and, banishing all worldly thoughts, and mentally invoking the blessing 
of heaven on your undertaking, you will, figuratively, perform a year of penance 
by walking, slowly, round the Encampment, and keeping your eyes steadily fixed 
on those emblems of life and mortality in your hands. To order, Sir Knts. 

[The Knts. stand to order. The Ex. hands the Novice the skull and lighted 
taper, upon which the latter proceeds slowly, by himself once round the 
Encampment. A solemn dirge may be played here. When the Novice has returned 
to the West, he stands facing the E.C.] 

E.C. You will now repeat after me these imprecations: “May the Spirit that 
once inhabited this skull rise up and testify against me if ever I willfully betray my 
obligation as a Knight Templar.” Seal it with your lips seven times on the skull. 
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[He does so, and the Exp. takes the skull from him and replaces it on the 
sepulchre.] “May my light also be extinguished amongst men as that of Judas 
Iscariot was, for betraying his Lord and Master, and, as I now extinguish this light, 
if I every wifely betray my obligation as a Knight Templar.” [The Novice blows 
out the light, the taper is replaced, but NOT lighted by the Expert ] You will now 
retire to meditate on the ceremony you have first passed through, and prepare 
yourself for the honour of Knighthood, but in order to enable you to gain re- 
admission, I will entrust you with the casual sign and grand pass-word of the 
Order. 

[Prelate reads verses 1, 2 and 3 of the 8th chapter of Isaiah.] 

E.C. The casual sign is given thus,. 8 The grand pass-word is contained in the 
portion of Scripture which has just been read to you by the Reverend Prelate. It is 
considered a type of the Redeemer, and, in the Hebrew language, it signifies, “In 
making speed to the spoil he hastens the prey.” 

[The Novice salutes and retires.] 

END OF PART I. 


8 With right hand pluck a hair from the left whisker and throw it over the left shoulder. The 
answer to it is to reverve it by using the left hand to the right whiskers. 
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PART II. 


Equery, (without.) JJJJJ JJ 

Capt. Lines. Sir Knt. 2d Capt., there is a report. 

2d Capt. E.C., there is a report. 

E.C. See who seeks admission. 

Capt. of Lines. [Opens the door, sees, closes it, returns and says:] Our new 
Companion in arms. 

E.C. Admit him. 

[Novice is admitted, and the Expert takes him to the 2nd Capt. to whom he 
shows the casual sign and gives the grand pass-word. Then he is taken to the 1st 
Capt., where he does likewise. He is then placed in the West, facing the E. C.] 

E.C. Our new Companion will now attend to a portion of the Holy Scripture, 
which the Reverend Prelate will read. 

[Prelate reads verses 1 to 17 (always inclusive wherever mentioned in this 

ritual) of the 2d chapter of the 1st Epistle of St. Peter.] 

E C. Sir Knt. Expert, let the cup of memory be presented to our new 
Companion in Arms. [The Ex. presents a cup of wine to the Novice.] Worthy 
brother, at your first admission you were refreshed with bread and water. We now 
invite you to refresh yourself with the cup of memory, which you will dedicate to 
seven distinct libations. To order, Sir Knts. You, my new Companion, will now 
repeat after me: 

I. “To the memory of Moses, Aholiab and Bezaleel, the three Grand 
Masters who presided over the Holy Lodge.” 

[The Expert tells the Novice to drink.] 

II. “To the memory of Solomon, King of Israel, Hiram, King of Tyre, and 
Hiram Abiff, the three Grand Masters who presided over the Sacred 
Lodge.” 

[Drinks] 
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III. “To the memory of Zerubbabel, prince of the people; Haggai the 
prophet; and Joshua, the son of Josedech, the high priest, the three 
Grand Masters who presided over the Grand or Royal Lodge.” 

[Drinks.] 

IV. “To the Memory of John the Baptist, the forerunner of our Lord and 
Saviour, Jesus Christ.” 

[Drinks.] 

V. “To the memory of John the Evangelist, who finished, by his learning, 
what the former commenced by his zeal.” 

[Drinks.] 

VI. “To the pious memory of all those valiant Knights who sealed their faith 
with their blood under the banner of the cross.” 

[Drinks.] 

VII. “To all Knight Templars, wheresoever dispersed over the face of earth 
and water.” 

[Drinks the remainder. After which the Knts. resume their stalls.] 

E.C. You will now attend to another portion of Scripture, which the Reverend 
Prelate will read. 

[Prelate reads verse 17 of the 2d chapter of Revelations. The Expert then 
advances to the Novice with a drawn Sword in his hand.] 

E.C. Worthy brother! it was customary at the period of the institution of our 
Order for each Novice to be required to sign his name with his blood on the 
northeast corner of the mystical stone, before he could obtain the sacred word it 
enshrines. Are you prepared to sign jour name on the stone which is now 
presented to you? 

[The Exp. presents the stone, and asks, “From what part of your body shall I 
draw blood with this sword?” After ascertaining that the Novice is willing to 
conform to the custom, he addresses the E.C. thus:] 

Expert. Eminent Commander, the Novice is prepared to sign 

E.C. Worthy Bro., accepting your ready acquiescence as a sufficient proof of 
your devotion to our Order, we dispense with the observance of the custom further 
than to require you to moisten the pen with your lips and write your initials with it 
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upon the Stone. [The Novice signs his initials on the stone. The Exp. then shows 
him the word , 9 and presents him with a small stone 10 as a memorial and pass 
voucher.] You will carefully preserve that memorial, for should you wish to gain 
admission into a Knt. Templar’s Encampment, you will, on presenting that stone 
and explaining the circumstances under which you received it, be at once 
recognized and admitted as a companion of our Order. 

Approach brother, and receive the highest honor I can at present bestow upon 
you. [The Novice is conducted to the East. The E.C. descends from his throne; 
the standards are raised, and the Novice kneels before the E.C., who gives him the 
accolade, thus ] In the name of the Holy, Blessed, and Glorious Trinity, and by 
the authority vested in me as a Knt. Commander, I make a Knight of the Holy 
Temple. [Here, striking the Novice on the left shoulder with his sword.] Be loyal, 
brave and free. Arise, Sir Knt. (Helps him up.) [The Chamberlain then presents 
the E.C. with the Novice’s ribbon, star of the Order and mantle, all of which he 
brings upon a cushion, and the E.C. invests the Novice with each at its proper 
place.] Wear this ribbon, the ensign of our Order, and this star, an emblem of the 
reward which the Great Captain of our Salvation has promised to those who 
conquer in His name. Even the emblem of himself, he being the bright morning 
star, whose rising brought health and salvation to mankind, and light to those who 
sat in darkness and in the shadow of death. Bear this ever in mind, and continue 
his faithful soldier unto death. We clothe you with this mantle of pure white, 
ennobled with the red cross of the Order. I will now entrust you with the grand 
word , 11 grand grip 12 and grand sign . 13 

[After which, the Exp. conducts the new Knight to his stall, and the Heralds 
make proclamation.] 


9 The stone is a perfect cube. One part of it fits in to the other. At the bottom of the cavity is 
written the word “Emanuel.” 

10 The Exp., in giving this small stone, directs the Novice to hold his hand at the point of the 
Ex.’s sword, whilst the latter slides the small 3tone down the blade, and lets it drop thence into the 
Novice’s palm. 

11 Emanuel. 

12 Reciprocally cross both arms and interlace the fingers of all four hands. 

13 That of the crucifixion. The feet crossed, arms extended, and the head inclined to the left 
shoulder. 
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1st Herald. Sir Knts. of the Order of Temple, our Brother and companion, Sir 
Knt. (X.Y.Z.) is this day installed a Knt. of our Illustrious Order. 

2d Herald. Long life, honour, and prosperity to our newly-installed Knt. 
companion, Sir Knt. (X.Y.Z.,) to our Most Eminent and Supreme Grand Master, 
the Grand Officers and all other Knts of the Order 

[The Sir Knights salute thrice, and the new Knt. returns the salute from his 
Stall.] 

E.C. I will now explain to you the symbols of the Order. [The Exp. conducts 
him to the foot of the sepulchre.] The three Great Lights, placed at the angles of an 
equilateral triangle, represent the three favorite Apostles of our Saviour, viz: Peter, 
James, and John, of whom the last-mentioned was the most beloved, for, leaning 
on our Saviour’s bosom, he received those instructions which he communicated so 
faithfully to the other disciples. The nine smaller lights distributed equally between 
those already noticed are emblematical of the nine other Apostles, of whom one 
represented by the taper extinguished by you, betrayed his Lord and Master. You 
may now re-light the taper. [That done.] So may our Saviour lift upon you, the 
light of his reconciled countenance and keep you from falling! The skull, the 
emblem of mortality, is placed at the foot of the cross. These two collectively 
remind us of the place called, in the Hebrew, “Golgotha,” into which Simon of 
Cyrene was constrained to bear the Cross on which our Saviour was crucified. The 
Skull also reminds us of the fate of one Simon, of Syracuse, who was admitted into 
our illustrious Order, but violated his Obligation by betraying his trust to the 
infidels. They, although they profited by the treason, despised the traitor, and 
caused his head to be struck off, which they sent, in a charger to the Grand Master 
of the t emplars, who ordered it to be placed on the point of a pinnacle, or spire, the 
skull to be laid open, and the brains exposed to the scorching rays of the sun, as a 
warning to all others. It is in allusion to this circumstance that the penal sign of a 
Knt. Templar had its origin. The lamb, the dove, and the cock, are sacred emblems 
of this Order. The first is emblematical of the Paschal Lamb, slain from the 
foundation of the world. The Dove, of the Almighty Comforter, which descended 
in a bodily shape on Christ at his Baptism, whereby his divine mission was 
indicated to St. John the Baptist. The Cock in this monitor of the Order. For as his 
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crowing heralds the mom, so let it, at that still hour call to our remembrance our 
duties as Knts. Templars, and remind us to ask, thus early, for assistance to 
perform them throughout the day. May we ever welcome that sound as a friendly 
caution, and never have reason to fear it as the periodical memento of a broken 
vow . 14 


END. 


14 The hand applied to the forehead as if sawing the head open. (Now discontinued) The thumb 
raised from the fist and the lower jaw resting upon it. (Now used.) 
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FORM OF THE LODGE 

T HE Grand Master is styled High Exalted. He is seated in the East, at the 
head of a table covered with green cloth. Over his head is suspended a 
blazing star, with the letter G in the centre thereof. On his right are seated 
the Grand Secretary and Grand Treasurer; on his left the Grand Orator and Grand 
Master of Ceremonies. The two Grand Wardens are seated in the West, and all the 
Knights sit around the table. 

The Lodge must be lighted by seven large lights — two in the East, two in the 
West, one in the South, one in the North, and one in the centre of the table. 

CLOTHING, &c. 

The Apron is white, lined with green. On the Rap are embroidered or painted a 
Death’s Head and Cross Bones, over a Cubic Stone, and in the middle of the Apron 
a Blazing Star, with the letter G in its centre. 

The Order is a broad green Watered Ribbon, worn from the left shoulder to the 
right hip, to which is suspended the Jewel. 

The Jewel is a Saint Andrew's Cross of gold, or silver gilt, enameled. The 
Thistle is between the points suspended to the collar. 
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TO OPEN. 


[The Grand Master, from the chair, addresses the Brethren as follows:] 

G.\ M.\ Most honorable Knights and Brethren, I have resolved this day to 
open in the name of the Almighty Grand Architect of Heaven and Earth, this our 
High and Exalted Lodge. That we may propose, consider and undertake something 
for the good of mankind in general and this our Honorable Order in particular, do 
ye who are present Exalted Scottish Knights and my dear Brethren arm yourselves 
with 4 towards the Scottish Chair, to enable this our assembly carefully with me to 
weigh everything, that we may never resolve or undertake anything for which we 
may have cause to repent. First let your knightly firmness assist me in opening the 
Scottish Lodge. 

What is the duty of the Grand Senior Warden in opening the Scottish 

Lodge? 

G.\S.\W.\ [Rising and drawing his sword.] To see that this Grand Lodge is 
utmostly secured, and that it so remain. 

[The High Exalted orders the G/.S .'. W.\ to do his duty in every point, which 
he does by going out and examining if all things are in proper security. When 
he returns, he stands behind his chair, with a drawn sword in his hand, and 
makes his report to the Grand Master.] 

G.\M.\ Bro. J/.G/.W/., how many compose our Exalted Scottish Lodge? 
J/.G.'. W.\ [Rising and drawing his sword.] Four. 

G.\M.\ How many do four and three make? 

J.\G.\ W.\ They make seven complete. 

G.\M.\ What does the number seven signify? 

J/.G/.W/. It is the noblest and most complete of numbers. 

G.\ M /. How does the wind blow? 

J.'.G.'.W/. From the four quarters of the globe. 
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G/.M /. Bro. Gr. Secretary, is everything prepared and in readiness for the 
opening of the Grand Scottish Lodge? 

G.\ Sec/. [Rising and drawing his sword. J Yes, Most Exalted Grand Master, 
everything requisite for that grand and solemn undertaking is in readiness. 

G.'.M/. What weather is it? 

G/.Sec/. A most glittering, starry sky. 

G/.M/. What is the hour? 

G/. Sec /. It is high midnight. 

G.\ M /. Grand Scottish Masters, Exalted Knights and my Brethren, I declare 
this Lodge to be opened, and every Brother will conduct himself accordingly. 

S/.G/.W/. Noble Knights and Brethren, let us not forget the duty we owe 
towards our Most Exalted Grand Master. 

[The Knights all rise, drawing their swords, pass them to their left hands, 
take off their hats with their right, and salute the Grand Master, all together, 
taking the cue from the Gr. Master of Ceremonies, by lowering the points of 
their swords, bowing their heads very low, then putting on their hats, sheathing 
their swords, and giving the common Scottish sign. Then each returns to his 

place.] 
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[A Blue Master’s Lodge is first opened, and the proposed Candidate is then 
vouched for; after which the Lodge is closed and the Candidate led out.] 

[The Grand Master of Ceremonies goes out and directs the Candidate to 
wash. His shoes are then taken off, and he is blindfolded. Four raps are given 
at the door, which is opened to him by the J.\G.\ Warden, who, as the 
Candidate enters, throws over his neck a gold colored rope with four knots on 
it] 

[The knots must be so made that with one pull they will all be loosened, and 
during the opening of the Lodge the Candidate lies on the ground.] 

[After the Candidate has entered with the ceremony above described, he is 
placed between J.\ and B.\, and then the Most Exalted speaks as follows:] 

G.’.M.’. My Brother, do you desire to become a Grand Scottish Mason? 


Candidate. I do most cordially. 

G.\M. - . I must inform you that your aim is a very lofty one. Are you perfect 
in the common Blue Master's Degrees? 

Cand.\ lam. 

G.\ M /. Then give the signs, token and words to the G.\ S .\ Warden. 

[He gives them.] 

G.\M.\ My dear Brother, since you have proved your knowledge of your 
duties in the Blue Master’s Degrees to our satisfaction, 1 will now instruct you in 
the mysteries and duties of the Scottish Masters, provided you have confidence to 
go through the same. 
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An Elder Scottish Master is of a high Priestly Order, my Brother, by means of 
the large circumference of his duties. His work is Heaven's, and far different from 
that of the Blue Master, or Master of the three lower degrees, wherein you have 
been until now but a Common Master, and by which you have only been taught to 
venerate the Godhead, under His name of the Most Great, Most Wise and Almighty 
Architect of the Universe. An Elder Scottish Master pays to the Almighty God a 
more profound and heartfelt veneration. That due veneration was taught by the 
Teacher and Promulgator of our Holy Order when he said, “Those who truly 
worship Him, do worship Him in spirit and in truth;” and again, “They shall be 
unto me my people, and I will be unto them their God.” The first-mentioned 
veneration is common to all men and Brethren, as dictated by common sense; but 
the latter belongs only to those who wholly dedicate their hearts to be the dwelling 
places of the great, merciful God, the Grand Architect of the Universe: and it alone 
is practiced among true Scottish Masters. Will you now, my dear Brother, adhere 
to your old way of worship, or do you resolve to enter upon the veneration in spirit 
and in truth, and henceforward to be instructed and directed in the doctrine 
professed by the Grand Scottish Masters? 

Cand .*. T do most cordially so resolve. 

G.\M.\ Have you, during your Blue Mastership, duly and faithfully observed 
the following articles: 

1st. Have you paid due veneration to the Most High, Most Wise and Mighty 
Architect of Heaven and Earth? 

Cand.\ I always have. 

2d. Have you improved yourself by fleeing from vice and practicing virtue? 

Cand.\ I have. 

3d. Have you studied the works, fruits of the industry of the wise, and their 
profitable precepts? 

Cand.*. Most carefully. 

4th. Have you at all times lived peaceably among the Masters and defended 
their prerogatives against rebellious Craftsmen? 

Cand .*. I have to the utmost of my power. 
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G.\ M My dear Brother, I am happy to find you worthy to be received 
amongst the Elder Masters; but I must first ask if you have resolution and fortitude 
enough to go through their holy work; for it is more exalted than that to which you 
have been used, and greatly differs from it. Until now you have used the Square 
and Compass for the purposes of ordinary Geometry and right-lined and right- 
angled Mathematics, and for drafting exact designs for architects; but in Scottish 
Masonry they are put to quite another use. 

Hitherto you have worked only on isolated and exoteric edifices, and made but 
an imperfect draft nf our world; but by the Scottish work you will attain the most 
brilliant and splendid results, and grasp the plan of the whole universe. Will you 
most sacredly and solemnly promise and swear to keep the mysteries of Scottish 
Masonry that may be confided to you, in everlasting silence, and that you will not 
directly or indirectly disclose or communicate them, or any part of them, to the 
Brethren of the Blue Order, or to any one in the world besides who is not entitled to 
the same? 

Cand.\ I do most willingly consent to all these injunctions, and do most 
solemnly promise to observe them. 

[Then the G.\M.\ orders the Gr/. Junior Warden to lead the Candidate out of 
the Porch, into the Outer Court of the Temple, thence into the Temple or 
Sanctuary, and thence into the Sanctum Sanctorum, and thence to conduct him 
to the three Golden Basins.] 

[The Jun.\ Warden leads him four times around the Lodge, and each time as 
the Candidate comes in front of the altar, the G.\ Master gives from the chair 
the four Scottish raps and also the common sign, which is repeated by all the 
Brethren.] 

[After the first four knocks the G.\M.\ says:] 

G.\M.\ O! how great and glorious is the presence of the Almighty God, which 
gloriously shines from between the Cherubim! 
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[After the second four:] 

G.\M.\ We adore Thee, Great and Mighty Jehovah! Who existest from 
eternity! Glorified be Thy great and mighty name, for ever and ever! 

[After the third four:] 

G.\M.\ How adorable and astonishing are the rays of that glorious light that 
sends forth its bright and brilliant health from the Holy Ark of alliance and 
covenant! 

[After the fourth:] 

G/.M.v Let us with the deepest veneration and devotion adore the great source 
of life, that Glorious Spirit who is the most merciful and beneficent Ruler of the 
Universe and of all the creatures it contains! 

[After this the Candidate is led to the altar, where he kneels on both knees and 

takes the following:] 


OBLIGATION. 

I, A. . . B . . of my own free will and accord, do most solemnly swear, in 
this most sacred and holy Temple, in the presence of the most brilliant and glorious 
rays, diffused by the Most Puissant, Most Merciful, and Most Terrible Almighty 
God and Grand Architect of the Universe, and before this Right Worshipful and 
Exalted Chapter assembled, of Grand Scottish Masters and valiant Knights of Saint 
Andrew, that I will always hail, forever conceal and never reveal any part or parts 
of the mysteries of the Scottish Masonry which I am now to receive, or shall at any 
time hereafter be instructed in, to any of the Brethren of the Blue Order of St. 
John’s Lodge, and still less to a profane, or to any person in the world besides. I 
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do furthermore swear that I never will give this degree and Order of Scottish Master 
and its mysteries to a Brother singly by myself, unless duly and properly authorized 
so to do; and the person to whom the same shall be given must be duly qualified for 
it, by having regularly and lawfully passed through all the preceding degrees of 
Sublime Masonry, and at least having regularly served as Master of the chair in a 
regularly constituted Lodge of the Order of St. John. 

All this I sincerely and solemnly promise, with a steady resolution to keep the 
same; and in failure thereof I invoke that all curses may be fastened on my soul, so 
that I may be an everlasting example of a wretch, accused to all mankind in future 
ages. I promise further to redouble my zeal and friendship towards my Brethren, 
and more particularly towards my Brother Scottish Masters; that I will heartily and 
sincerely love them; that I will assist them with my counsel, support them with my 
purse, even should it be attended by a probability of the loss of my property, honor 
or life, so far as shall be in my power and be consistent with my own and my 
family's preservation. So God maintain me in equity and justice to persevere 
steadfastly in the same. 

Amen! Amen! Amen! 

[After which the candidate is reconducted to the West, and placed between the 
two Grand Wardens, when the High Exalted Grand Master says to him:] 

G.\ M.\ My dear Brother, do you now desire to see that great and glorious 
light of the Temple? 

Cand.\ I am most desirous. 

[Upon this the G.\ J.\ W.\ removes the bandage from his eyes, and he 
beholds the glories of Solomon’s Temple. He particularly sees the rays of the 
flaming star which hangs over the head of the Gr Master of Solomon's chair, 
who says to him:] 

G.\ M Do you see, my dear Brother, the glorious light which so brightly and 
brilliantly shines from between the Cherubim of the Ark of the Mercy Seat? 
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Cand I do see with joy the most glorious light. 

[Upon this the Grand Master advances to the newly admitted with a drawn 
sword in his hand, all the Brethren at the same time drawing their swords He 
then says to him:] 

G.\M My Brother, this sword, and those of all the Scottish Knights, shall 
deprive you of your life in any part of the globe in case you should prove a wretch 
so wholly devoid of conscience as to disclose or discover the least of the mysteries 
of the Scottish Knights; but I can assure you that, so long as you are constant and 
true to your promises and obligations, all the valiant Knights shall stand by you and 
protect you, and extricate you from all impending danger, even at the risk of their 
own honor, property and life, and that their swords will defend you as long as you 
remain virtuous, true and steadfast to your trust and obligation, and prove yourself 
a true as well as a valiant Knight; and that they will punish you whenever you prove 
otherwise. I congratulate you upon the exalted rank and honorable degree at which 
you have arrived; and may the GREAT JEHOVAH assist you to persevere in your 
most solemn and sacred engagements, so that you may in every point and particular 
fulfill them! 

[After this, the newly initiated Brother is taught to make the four Scottish 
Steps, viz: from West to South, thence to East, thence North, and thence to 
West again, which is afterwards fully explained to him on the tracing-board.] 

[Then the Master of Ceremonies gives him the following signs, token and 
words:] 

1ST SIGN. This is called THE COMMON SCOTTISH SIGN It is to carry your 
hand, half clinched, to your left hip, as if to draw your sword, and from that 
position draw your hand up to your throat, as if ripping open your belly. 
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2D sign. This is called THE GRAND SCOTTISH Sign. It is to bring your hands 
across your forehead, in the form of a St. Andrew’s cross, the right hand 
uppermost, the fingers extended, and forming a square with your thumbs. Then 
bring them in that position .under your chin, at the same time clinching your 
fingers, which represents a death’s head and cross bones. 

TOKEN. Put your right hand to the other's neck, he doing the same, and each 
his left hand to the other’s arm pit, doing as if you would raise each other. 

PASS Word. GABAON, meaning a river or spring. 

SACRED WORD. Jehovah, the grand and ineffable name of the Grand 
Architect of the Universe. 

A Knight of St. Andrew, to make himself known to another, takes his sword or 
dagger in his left hand in such a manner as if he were going to give a backstroke, 
crossing at the same time his right hand over it, in the form of a St. Andrew’s 
cross, and holding it upwards, as if he were holding a working tool. 

[N. B. The first part of the Grand Scottish Sign alludes to the Priests in the 
Temple, who always put their hands to their foreheads, the fingers and thumbs 
extended, as if to keep off the rays, whenever they gave the benediction. This 
ceremony is still in use in the Synagogues.] 

[Then the Grand Master invests him with the Apron, and at the same time 
explains to him the mystery and meaning of the Green Colour, viz.: that a 
Scottish Master must, in all his works and undertakings, put his trust in 
Almighty God, and that from Him alone success is to be hoped for. He then 
places a Naked Sword in his left hand and a Trowel in his right, in such 
positions that they form a St. Andrew’s cross, the sword being held as if the 
Brother were going to give a backstroke or thrust; this sign signifying that the 
Knights of St. Andrew, having waged their wars against the Saracens with their 
swords in their hands, they also aided and protected the workmen, who had 
always the working tool in one hand and the sword in the other.] 
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[Then the Grand Master girds the sword upon the Candidate, and he is placed 
between the Gr.\ Wardens, while the Grand Master gives him the explanation 
of the Tracing Board before him.] 

EXPLANATION. 

Grand Master. It is well known to you, my dear Bro.\, that to the High Priest 
in Solomon’s Temple, the Temple, the Porch, with its outer courts, and the 
Sanctuary and Sanctum Sanctorum, were open; and as you are now a Grand 
Scottish Master, and of course of the Order of the High Priesthood, you also have 
free access, not only into the Porch, outer limits and Sanctuary, but even to the 
Sanctum Sanctorum, which is the secret place of your labors. You see also the 
whole before your eyes. Consider first the consecrated outer court and the two 
pillars. They are now shattered and broken, the meaning of which you shall know 
hereafter. Behold now the Sanctuary and the Sanctum Sanctorum, in which was 
nothing save the Ark of Alliance and Covenant, wherein were the two tables 
containing the Ten Commandments; and the Rod of Aaron, that blossomed, lay on 
the outside before it. This Ark of Alliance, which was the Mercy Seat, was flanked 
by two Cherubim, one on each side of it, between which the Godhead revealed 
Himself to the High Priest in a stream of fire under a thick cloud, and thence 
delivered His oracles. That Ark, which is represented before you in the painting, 
serves a Knight of St. Andrew as an emblem, teaching him to adore the Invisible 
and Eternal Jehovah, and at the same time signifies that the Rnight of St. Andrew 
ought always to have the law of the Eternal God engraved on his heart, and should 
never contemplate, undertake or do anything contrary to its precepts. You must, 
my dear Brother, as a Grand Scottish Master, here after adore the Deity, under the 
name of JEHOVAH, the great and holy name, with all your heart and with all your 
mind; and that adoration and veneration, being of the spirit, must greatly surpass 
the common veneration for ADONAI You see here as emblems the Brazen Sea and 
Blazing Star. They were not found in the Temple, but are hieroglyphic emblems 
belonging to the Scottish work. The seven dots which you perceive there do not 
signify the combinations by seven in our Order, which is their meaning in the lower 
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degrees of the Blue Order of St. John, but they allude to the physical characteristics 
of the seven different metals; and when you find other stars added to the Seven 
Planets, they symbolize other mineral substances besides those represented by the 
Seven Planets, which are the only Solomonian metals. 

The secret knowledge of the Grand Scottish Masters, as you may already have 
surmised, relates to the combination and transmutation of different substances; 
whereof that you may obtain a clear idea and proper understanding, you are to 
know that all matter and all material substances are composed of combinations of 
three several substances, extracted from the four elements, which three substances 

in combination are O SALT, ^ SULPHUR and LA -^ SPIRIT. The first of 
these produces solidity, the second saltness, and the third the spiritual, vaporous 
particles. These three compound substances work potently together, and therein 
consists the true process for the transmutation of metals. To these three substances 
allude the three golden basins, in the first of which was engraved the letter M.\, in 
the second the letter G.\, and in the third nothing. The first, M.\ is the initial letter 
of the Hebrew word nba , 1 which signifies Salt; and the second, G.\ , of the 
Hebrew word n’lQJ , 2 which signifies Sulphur; and as there is no word in Hebrew 
to express the vaporous and intangible Spirit, there is no letter found in the third 
basin . 3 

These three basins were found in the time of the Crusades or Holy Wars, 
concealed in a square, hollow corner-stone, by four Elder Masters from Scotland; 
and in memory of them, all the Elder Masters are called Scottish Masters to this 
day. 

With these three principal substances, you may effect the transmutation of 
metals, which must be done by means of the five points or rules of the Scottish 
Mastership. The first Master’s point shows us the Brazen Sea, wherein must 
always be rain water, and out of this rain water the Scottish Masters extract the first 

substance, which is v - / , which salt must afterwards undergo a sevenfold 

l Mabel 7. 

-Gofrit. 

3 This is untrue. The Hebrew word ruach (rrn) means “air, spirit, mind” and is thus used in 
Hebrew scripture. 
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manipulation and purification before it will be properly prepared. This sevenfold 
purification is symbolized by the seven steps of Solomon ’s Temple, which symbol 
is furnished us by the First Point or Rule of the Scottish Master; wherefore you will 
now set your foot on the same. 


After preparing the first substance, you arc to extract the second, ' , out of the 

p) 

purest gold, to which must then be added the purified or celestial v ~- / . They are 
to be mixed as the art directs, and then placed in a vessel in the form of a ship, in 
which it is to remain, as the Ark of Noah was afloat, 150 days, being brought to the 
first damp, warm degree of fire, that it may putrefy, and produce the mineral 
fermentation. This is the second point or Rule of the Scottish Masters; wherefore 
you will now, for the second step, set your foot on the Ark of Noah. 

The multiplying the substance thus obtained is the third operation, which is 
done by adding to them the Animate Volatile Spirit, which is done by means of the 


Water of the Celestial , as well as by the w , which must he daily added to 

it, very carefully and strictly observing to put neither too much or too little; 
inasmuch as, if you add too much, you will destroy that growing and multiplying 
substance, and if too little, it will be self-consumed and destroyed, and shrink 
away, not having sufficient substantiality for its preservation. This third point or 
Rule of the Scottish Master gives us the emblem of the Building of the Tower of 
Babel, used by our Scottish Masters, because, by irregularity and want of due 
proportion and harmony, that work was stopped, and the workmen could proceed 
no further; wherefore, my Brother, you must, for the third step, set your foot upon 
the Tower. 


Next comes the fourth operation, represented by the Cubical Stone, whose 
faces and angles are all equal. As soon as the work is brought to the necessary point 
of multiplication, it is to be submitted to the third degree of Fire, wherein it will 
receive the due proportion of the strength and substance of the metallic particles of 
the Cubical Stone; and this is the fourth point or Rule of the Scottish Masters; 
wherefore, my Brother, you must, for the fourth step, set your foot upon the 
Cubical Stone. 
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Finally we come to the fifth and last operation, indicated to us by the Flaming 
Star. After the work has become a duly proportioned substance, it is to be subjected 
to the fourth and strongest degree of fire, wherein it must remain 3 times 27 hours, 
until it is thoroughly glowing, by which means it becomes a bright and shining 
tincture, wherewith may be changed the lighter metals, by the use of one part to a 
thousand of the metal; wherefore as this Flaming Star shows us the fifth and last 
point of the Scottish Master, you must now, my Brother, for the fifth and last step, 
set your foot upon that Star, whereby you have completed the five steps of a 
Scottish Master. 

These five different steps which you have taken are only ceremonial; but you 
should pass practically through the five Points or Rules of the Master, and by the 
use of one part to a thousand, transmute and ennoble metals. You may then in 
reality say that your age is a thousand years, which age we can at present give you 
by ceremonial only. 

This great and noble art was, in the time of Solomon, and thenceforward until 
the Crusades, confined to the Brotherhood. At first it chiefly flourished at 
Jerusalem, but after our enlightened and most respectable and honored Grand 
Master Hiram was murdered by three vicious and villainous Fellow-Crafts, it was 
entirely forgotten there. That unhappy event is represented by the two overthrown 
and broken pillars, the bases of which, and part of each column, are still standing, 
but the residue of each column, with the capitals, chapiters and architraves, is 
missing. This gives us also to understand that not only are the foundations of the 
Divine Ark solidly laid, but the superstructure thereon has been raised to a 
considerable height, and it only remains to find out the due measure and proper 
height of exaltation. 

Learn, my Brother, from all this, that in whatever art or work your inclination 
may lead you to engage, if you desire to be an expert Scottish working Master, you 
must devote yourself to the accumulation of real physical knowledge, that thereby 
you may become familiar with the principles and practical processes of Chemistry. 

So will you become more expert and dexterous in the use of the true Square and 
Compass, which you also see on the Tracing Board, and therewith build up an 
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edifice of practical knowledge, that will fit you to proceed to the loftiest 
investigations of Philosophy. 

Finally, my Brother, you have still in sight a sad emblem of the tragical fate of 
our Respectable Grand Master Hiram, to wit: the rope placed around your neck at 
your entrance, and which you have worn for the honor and the immortal memory of 
that enlightened and noble Grand Master. I will, as a remuneration, shortly invest 
you with a more brilliant and glittering decoration. 

Note, also, the grave in which our Respectable Grand Master is buried in the 
most holy and consecrated quarter of the Temple, while his memory is embalmed 
and preserved forever in the inmost heart of every Scottish Master, Knight of St. 
Andrew. 

And learn finally, that through the great zeal and valor which they displayed 
during the Crusades, the Scottish Masters became associates of the Knights of St. 
Andrew, were honored with the decoration of the Thistle, and made members of the 
most ancient and honorable Order, pre-eminent for its fiery enthusiasm, with all the 
formalities required. With that honor of Knighthood, I now propose to invest you, 
as a reward for your valor, virtue, fervor and constancy. 

[The newly initiated Brother kneels down on a perfect square. The Grand 

Master draws his naked sword twice across his back, marking a St. Andrew’s 

cross, and says, while two other swords, crossed on his back in the shape of 

St. Andrew’s cross, are held there during the investiture:] 

FORM OF KNIGHTING. 

G.\M.\ 1 st. I create you Knight of the Holy Order of THE GREAT JEHOVAH. 

2d. I create you Knight in the name of our noble Grand Master Hiram Abiff. 

3d. I create you Knight of the Noble and Honourable Order of St. Andrew. 

4th. I create you Knight in the name of the Grand Worshipful Scottish Elder 
Lodge, and in the name of the whole body of Knighthood over the surface of the 
two Hemispheres. 
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[At every knighting, thus conferred, the Grand Master strikes him with his 
sword on the forehead, twice, making a St. Andrew’s cross, and all the 
Brethren stand round him with their swords drawn. Then the Grand Master 
raises him and kisses him four times; after which, he invests him with the Order 
and Jewel, and says: “I decorate you, my dear Brother, with the Order of Hope 
and Perfection." 

[Then follows the consecration. The Grand Master puts both his hands on the 
head of the newly created Knight, and says:] 

CONSECRATION. 

G.\M.\ The Lord bless thee and keep thee! The Lord make His face shine on 
thee and be gracious unto thee! The Lord lift up His countenance upon thee and 
give thee peace! Amen! 

[This benediction, pronounced in a solemn tone, is the same as is still 
practiced in the Synagogues on their festivals by the Cohens or Priests, 
descendants of Aaron.] 

[After this, the newly initiated Brother makes himself known to all the 
Knights, by giving them the signs, token and words. Then the Grand Orator 
delivers the following moral oration:] 

ORATION. 

To us, my Brother, as Grand Scottish Masters, the whole Temple is open, and 
by our undertaking the whole work thereof is completed. By this you see our great 
pre-eminence over the Masters of the Blue Order of St. John’s Lodge, who are 
permitted to serve only in the Sanctuary or Middle Chamber of King Solomon's 
Temple. 


131 



^ Grand Maitre Ecossais 


You see here the three divisions of the Temple, namely: the Outer Court, the 
Sanctuary, and the Sanctum Sanctorum, signifying the three principles of our Holy 
Order, that directs to the knowledge of morality, and teaches these most practical 
virtues that ought to be practiced by mankind. Therefore the seven Steps which lead 
lip to the outer court of the Temple are the emblems of the sevenfold light we need 
to possess before we can arrive to the height of knowledge, in which consist the 
ultimate limits of our Order. 

Next to this we come to the Mosaic Pavement, which reminds us that men, in 
their nature rude and unpolished, present themselves in many different aspects as 
they are driven hither and thither by disappointment, sorrow and imperfection; as 
this mosaic pavement has been so put together by the skill of the artist, that the 
colours and arrangements vary as it is looked at from one point of view or another. 

We see also our two pillars, I.*, and B.\ , which signify Strength and 
Establishment, but they are mutilated and disfigured, because they have lost their 
capitals by the death of our Most Respectable Grand Master Hiram. 

We come now to the Tableau, which is divided lengthwise by three lines, and 
the signification whereof we are to learn and understand. Beginning at the right we 
find the Tower of Babel, which we are well aware was an absurd undertaking by 
men foolishly fearful of the Almighty God. It serves as an emblem that we should 
never entertain notions too high and exalted, but should, in all our undertakings and 
works, use the greatest foresight and consideration, being most careful and 
circumspect not to act against the will and holy ordinances of the Great and Mighty 
JEHOVAH: that we may not, like those inconsiderate builders, find in our works our 
ruin and our graves. Truly we find consolation in the branch of acacia upon the 
grave of our Most Respectable Grand Master Hiram Abitf for the errors committed 
by those who preceded us; but it must not, by the sense of security it gives, induce 
us to enter upon evil undertakings, fit only to he classed with theirs. 

The Moon, upon the painting, is a cold body of herself, and so brings nothing 
forth by her own warmth; and thus is a symbol to us of the insufficiency of man’s 
exertions without the Divine assistance. 

The double injury to the beauty of our Order by the mutilation of its pillars 
symbolizes the severe blow it sustained by the tragical end of our Most Respectable 
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Grand Master Hiram Abiff, which unhappy event each Scottish Master remembers 
with the most acute sorrow, and the whole Order laments it; for he very ardently 
laboured for the firm establishment of the Order of the Great and Mighty Jehovah. 

On the left, passing the mutilated pillar B.\ , you see the Ark of Noah. This 
signifies the wonderful preservation and establishment of our Order under a 
thousand dangers and difficulties; the preservation of Noah and his family being 
more miraculous than that of our Godly Forefathers. 

The Cubical Stone signifies the perfection of our Order, as it is the most regular 
of bodies, having all its sides, faces and angles equal. So, too, is our Order perfect 
in its regularity, unanimity and harmony, and the sacredness of the ties that bind us 
together. 

Further on is a drawing of the Temple, the most noble and elegant structure that 
ever existed, planned by the Almighty God himself, and which He, in the most 
special manner, honored with His glorious presence as a high testimonial of His 
favor: that Presence which we represent as ever with us in our assemblies. 

The Sun signifies the former glory of the Temple, the fame whereof was spread 
abroad among all the nations. 

The Pillar I/., which signifies the establishment of our Order, has likewise 
suffered severely. But the base and much of the column still remains as perfect as 
ever, and the Sun, the most magnificent of the Heavenly Bodies, stands vertically 
above it. 

Observe now the Middle Way, on which we pass over the Mosaic Pavement, 
between B.\ , the strength, and J.\, the establishment of the Order, to the Brazen 
Sea, in which we are symbolically to purify ourselves from all pollutions, from all 
f aults and wrongful actions, as well those committed through error of judgment and 
mistaken opinion, as those intentionally done; inasmuch as they equally prevent us 
from arriving at the knowledge of true wisdom. We must thoroughly cleanse and 
purify our hearts, to their inmost recesses, before we can rightfully contemplate that 
Flaming Star, which is the emblem of the divine and glorious Shekinah; before we 
may dare approach the Throne of Supreme Wisdom. 
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The Ark of the Covenant, wherein formerly the Tables of the Law were 
deposited, serves to remind us that our hearts are now the proper depositories of 
those laws, and that upon them they ought to be ineffaceably engraven. 

That Divine Wisdom has remained undiminished among our Order, even in the 
periods of its greatest depression. 

This is symbolized by the middle way, on which there is no spot to mar its 
brightness or remind us of our past afflictions. For God loves His Order, and has 
ever protected it; and whenever its destruction has deemed impending and 
inevitable, and He has suffered it for the time to be depressed, it has only been that 
He might afterwards raise it again in greater glory . 
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Qucs Arc you a Grand Scottish Master? 

Ans.\ I am; the whole Worshipful Brotherhood acknowledge as such; and I 
am perfectly acquainted with the letters M.\ and G.\ 

Ques /. Where were you received a Scottish Master? 

Ans /. In the Sanctum Sanctorum, under the Acacia. 

Ques How did you come there? 

Ans. - . Through the Porch, Outer Court and Sanctuary. 

Ques After you were received and brought to light, what did you see? 

Ans . - . A Brazen Sea. 

Ques . - . Of what use is that Brazen Sea? 

Ans . - . That the Scottish Masters may wash and purify themselves therein, as 
the Priests and Levites did, who were obliged to wash themselves before they could 
enter the Temple. 

Ques /. What more did you see? 

Ans Three Golden Basins, in the first of which was the letter M .*. , in the 
second the letter G.\, and in the third nothing: and which three basins the Scottish 
Elder Masters found in the ruins of the Temple, in the times of the Crusades. 

Ques .'. Did you see nothing else? 

Ans. - . Yes, I saw the Ark of the Covenant, wherein were deposited the Tables 
of the Law. 

Ques .\ What does all this signify? 

Ans. - . That the Scottish Masters must keep the laws of God in their hearts, in 
order that they may have a covenant with Him. 

Ques .'. Did you see anything besides? 

Ans. - . I saw also a Flaming Star. 

Ques . - . What does it signify? 

Ans. - . The holy presence of Almighty God. 

Ques. - . What Brethren did you see in the Temple? 

Ans .*. The Apprentices and Fellow-Crafts in the Outer Court, the Masters in 
the Sanctuary, and the Elder Masters in the Sanctum Sanctorum. 
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Ques.\ Is that all that you saw there? 

Ans /. No; I saw other things also, which I and all the Grand Scottish Masters 
keep in our hearts 

Ques/. How old are you? 

Ans/. A thousand years. 

Ques /. How many pillars has a Scottish Lodge? 

Ans /. Four: two broken and mutilated, and two overturned and thrown down. 
Ques/. What do they signify? 

Ans /. That the Temple is in ruins. 

Ques/. What is the hour? 

Ans /. The break of day. 
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TO CLOSE. 

G.\ M /. Most Honorable Knights and Brother Senior Grand Warden, as we 
are about to suspend for the present these our Holy Labors, which we carry on 
through the assistance of the Almighty Grand Architect of the Universe, and have 
concluded to close this Grand Scottish Lodge, I must ask you if our Holy Knightly 
labors have been so conducted as to entitle us to praise and honor. 

Sen/. Gr.\ War/. High Exalted Grand Master and Honorable Knight of St. 
Andrew, this Right Worshipful assembled Lodge of valiant Knights and Brethren, 
upon the honor of each, most respectfully thank you for your highly commendable 
zeal, industry and prudence, so perfectly exemplified in the work of this present 
assembly. Your uprightness, impartiality, courtesy and brotherly kindness have 
inspired us with the greatest personal regard and affection, and will forever bind us 
to you. In your knightly demeanor and bearing, we see beautifully exemplified the 
theory and precepts of our Order. Our desires are fully satisfied. We ask no mote 
than that your Most Exalted Knight and Grand Master, may never cease 
henceforward to assist us with your good counsel and example, and superintend 
our future Knightly labors, that we may be enabled to transmit to our successors, 
unimpaired, the true basis of our Order and the Correct practice of its work. 

Jun/. Gr/. War/., The wonderful secrets which the Scottish Knights and 
Brethren discovered, in exploring the ruins of the Temple at Jerusalem, made the 
discovery of the true use thereof important; and that we may always make proper 
use of the same, the Knights and Masters of this Exalted Scottish Lodge pray the 
Most Excellent Grand Master that our labor and diligence may be aided by his great 
wisdom and foresight, so that we may be enabled to make further discoveries, and 
through Wisdom, Strength and Beauty never fail in carrying out the excellent 
purposes of our Holy Masonry. 

Gr/. Secy/. We most heartily thank our Most High Exalted Grand Master for 
holding this Lodge We are all unanimously resolved to be regulated and governed 
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in everything by his will and pleasure. Let us now, my Brethren, not omit our duty 
toward him, by four times four, with all the knightly honors due to his exalted 
station, thus anew pledging him our allegiance. My Brethren and Exalted Knights, 
assist me therein! 

[All the Knights rise, and clap with their open hand 4 times 4. Then they take 
off their hats with their left hands, and draw their swords with their right, 
raising their hands up, the hilt in front of the forehead, and then lowering the 
point to the ground together, taking the time from the Grand Master of 
Ceremonies. They then make a low bow, and remain standing. The Grand 
Master then draws his sword, and returns the compliment, and says:] 

G.\M.\ My dear Brethren and Exalted Knights, I am glad to find that you are 
not slow to perform your duty. It is not to me these honors are due, but to the 
Almighty Grand Architect of the Universe, whose precepts and holy laws we 
practice in our holy assemblies. To Him all homage is due. Let the fear of His 
mighty name be ever present with you! His Laws be ever engraved on your hearts. 
Endeavor, so far as possible, to imitate His goodness. Be forgiving and merciful to 
your enemies, benevolent and bountiful to your friends and fellow-creatures. Do 
unto every one as you would be done by, and thereby honor His holy name. 
Blessed be that great and mighty name, for ever and ever! Amen! Retire, my 
Brethren, in peace and friendship, and practice the virtues you have here been 
taught. This Lodge is closed. 

[The Brethren put on their hats, sheathe their swords, applaud by once 4, and 
give the Common Scotch Sign ] 


END. 
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The manuscript from which the foregoing Degree is copied, is evidently 
translated from the French, as appears by the constantly recurring mistakes in 
the meaning of French words, done into most execrable English. There are many 
omissions, and, many passages are absolutely without any meaning. I have 
corrected these defects as far as has been in my power; so that this copy is not by 
any means a literal one, but the whole substance of the original is preserved. 

The SALT spoken of, as that word was used by the Alchemists, was NITRE. 
They used, as the three principle substances, that SALT, SULPHUR and, 
MERCURY. Ragon says: The Salt is the attribute of the FATHER, the Sulphur 
that of the SON, and, the Mercury that of the HOLY SPIRIT. From the action of 
these three, results the Triangle in the Square; and from the Seven angles of 
these, the DECADE or perfect number. 


ALBERT PIKE, XXXIIF. 

Sov. Gr. Ins. Gen l. 
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IT WAS WELL SAID: Alchimia est ars, cujus iniiium labor are, medium mentiri, 
finis mendicare. The Hermetic Philosophers furnished this key of nature: "From all 
material substances ashes is made; from a3he3 i3 extracted salt; from the salt we 
separate water and mercury, and from the mercury we make an elixir or 
quintessence.” 

So the body or substance to be operated on is reduced to ashes to clear it of all 
its combustible portions; to salt, to separate it from those that are terrestrial; into 
water, to be purified; and into spirit to become a quintessence. 

There is properly but one Salt, but it is divided into three sorts, to form the 
principle of bodies: nitre, tartar and vitriol. All the others are compounded from 
these. From the vapors of these salts mercury is formed. Of mercury and sulphur 
are formed, in the earth, all minerals. 

The Philosopher’s Stone was imagined to contain certain proportions of nitre, 
sulphur and mercury proper to produce transmutation of metals, with the action of 
electricity, when they should reach a state of fusion. Electricity is the spirit of the 
foregoing degree. 
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FROM RAGON’S ORTHODOXIE MACONNIQUE. 

Page 116 

Regime Reforme on Rectifie de Dresde. 

This Regime was based upon the Templar system of Ramsay. The Ritual of 
initiation is divided into two parts: the External Order, comprising the three 
symbolic degrees; and the Internal Order, composed of three degrees, forming a 
religious system based on chivalry. These two Orders are connected by an 
intermediary degree, the Maitre Ecossais de Saint Andre, in which candidates are 
selected for the Beneficent Knights of the Holy City. This is their nomenclature. 


r 1° Apprentice. 

Exterior Order \ 2° Companion. 

[ 3° Master. 

Intermediate Degree 4* Scottish Master of St. Andrew. 

r 5° Equestrian Chapter. 

Interior Order J 6° Novice. 

[7° Knight. 


This Regime produced divers directories, styled Ecossais, which had a 
particular denomination and a magestral see, exercising, each in its jurisdiction, a 
pretended Masonic supremacy. 

Bordeaux had the Directory of Occitania, 2d Province. 

Lyon “ “ “ Auvergne, 3d “ 

Strasbourg “ “ “ Burgundy, 5th “ 
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These three distinct establishments, united by the same principles, the same 
doctrine, and the same Masonic forms, were entitled the French Language. They 
corresponded with Chambery, which had the Directory of Italy or Austrian 
Lombardy. Many French Provinces, among others Alsace, Franche-Comte, 
Dauphine and Provence, counted many Lodges constituted by these Scottish 
Directories. 
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The Honorable M.P. Sov. G. Com., 
BRO. ALBERT PIKE, XXXTTT 0 , 

Southern Jurisdiction, 

FROM fflS ADMIRING BROTHER, 

*-f* MATTHEW COOKE, XXX°, P.M., P.Z., 
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N. There is a report, M.E. 

Z. See who seeks admission. 

N. Without the door of this Chapter is Br. A.B., who has been regularly 
initiated into Masonry, passed the second, and in due time raised to the sublime 
degree of a M.M., and in that character, during twelve months and upwards, has 
made himself proficient therein, and has been intrusted with a test of merit, by 
which he seeks admission to this R.A.C. 

Z. Do you vouch that he is in possession thereof? 

N. Ido. 

Z. Then let him be admitted with all due caution, on the five ps. of fi.p. 

[The Candidate is then admitted, and stands in the West.] 

Z. Masonry being in all its degrees, I demand of you, first, whether you now 
present yourself freely and voluntarily, uninfluenced by any unworthy motives, to 
participate with us in the mysteries of this supreme degree? 

A. I do. 

Z. Do you likewise seriously declare, upon your honour, that if admitted 
amongst us, you will abide by the ancient usages and customs of the Order? 

A I will 

Z. Then let the Can. k..l while we implore a blessing of the Most High. 

S.E. O, Almighty and Eternal Lord God, at whose command the world burst 
forth from chaos to perfection, the Protector of all who put their trust in Thee, 
without whom nothing is strong, nothing holy, we, Thy unworthy servants, 
humbly implore Thee to look on this Convocation assembled in Thy Most Holy 
Name, and grant that he who kneels before Thee as a Candidate for the Sacred 
Mysteries of this Supreme Degree, may so consider his present undertaking, that he 
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proceed not lightly in it, nor recede from it dishonourably, but pursue it steadfastly, 
ever remembering the object and intent of the Institution, obedience to Thy Sacred 
Laws. Grant unto us the knowledge of Thy truth, that Thou being our Ruler and 
Guide, we may so pass through things temporal, as finally not to lose the things 
eternal. 

Z. In whom do you rely for support ? 

Can. In the true and living God Most High. 

Z. Let the Candidate be led round the Chap, and placed in the West [Which is 
done], 

Z. As you seek to be admitted to the mysteries of this Sublime Degree, I must 
call on you to advance to the E., and to the Sacred Shrine, and that you will do by 
seven s..s, thrice h. and b..g at the 3d, 5th, and 7th, for be assured that every s..p 
brings you nearer the ineffable name of the Deity. [Which is done], 

Z. You arc now arrived at the crown of a vaulted chamber, from which you 
will remove two of the cape stones, and that you will figuratively do by pulling the 
cord or life line round your body three times for each stone. 

Z. Let the Can. be lowered into the vault, and be attentive while certain 
portions of the Scripture are read. 

[E. then reads Prov. 2., ver. 1 to 9 inclusive, and 3d chap., ver. 13 to the 25 
inclusive.] 

Z. You will now lean forward on your l..t hand, and search round with the 
right. 

P.S. It is found. 

Z. What have you found? 

P.S. Being deprived of light, I am unable to see. 

Z. Let the want of light remind you that man by nature is the child of ignorance 
and error, and as such would for ever so remain under the darkness and shadow of 
death unless it had pleased the Almighty to call him to light and immortality by the 
revelation of His most Holy Word and Divine Will. Arise, therefore, and wrench 
forth the third cape stone as before. 

Z. Let the Candidate be again lowered as before into the vault, and be attentive 
to another portion of Scripture. 
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[Hag. 2., ver. 1 to 9 inclusive.] 

Z. I now demand of you whether you are prepared and willing to take and enter 
into a solemn ob..n to keep inviolate the secrets and mysteries of this our order? 

[To which, having assented, he kneels on .. knee.] 

OBLIGATION. 

I, A. B., in the presence of the Most High, and before this Chapter of the 
supreme order of the H.R.A. of Israel, regularly constituted and properly 
dedicated, of my own free will and accord, do hereby and hereon most solemnly 
and sincerely swear, that I never will divulge any of the secrets and mysteries 
belonging to this supreme degree, denominated the H.R.A. of I., to any individual 
whomsoever, unless it be to a lawful Compa. of the Order, whom I shall find to be 
such after due examination, or in the body of a lawfully constituted Chap, regularly 
assembled. I furthermore do promise and swear that I will not dare to pronounce 
that sacred and mysterious N.. of the M. H., which now for the first time may be 
communicated to me, unless it be in the presence of two or more Corns, of the 
Order, or when acting in open Chap., as First Principal, under no less penalty than 
having my .. cleave to the .., and my s.. s.. off, sooner than I would at any time 
knowingly or willingly violate the same. So help me Most High. 

Z. In your present state what are you most desirous of? 

Can. Light. 

Z. Let that blessing be restored in the West. [Which is performed.] 

Z. I will thank you to read the Scroll. 

Can. In the beginning God created, etc. 

Z. Such, my brethren, are the first words of that sacred volume, which 
contains the treasure of God’s revealed will and word. Let us therefore praise and 
magnify His Holy Name for the knowledge of Himself which He has vouchsafed 
unto us, and let us walk in that light which has shone around us. You may now 
retire with the P.S., and accompany him through a ceremony that will inform you 
how the sacred word was discovered. [The s..gs and Can. retires.] 

[A report is heard.] 
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N. [Rises and turning to the M.E. says:] There is a report. 

Z. See who is there. 

N. [Partly opens the door, and after ascertaining says to the M.E.:] Without 
the entrance of the Chapter are three M.M. from B..n. 

Z. Let them be admitted. 

Z. Whence come you? 

P S. From B..n. 

Z. And your request? 

P.S. Having heard that you are about to rebuild the Temple of the Lord God of 
Israel, we have come up to sojourn amongst you, and to offer our services in that 
great and glorious undertaking. 

Z. Before we can accept your services, we must inform you that on no account 
can strangers be permitted to assist in that most holy work. I demand more fully 
who you arc? 

P.S. Brethren of your tribes and families. 

Z. But are you descended from those who basely fled when the Holy City and 
Temple were oppressed, or of that menial tribe left behind to till the land by the 
B.G.? 

P.S. We would scorn to be descended from those who fled when the Temple 
and the Holy City were oppressed; neither are we of that menial tribe left behind to 
till the land by the B.G., but we are nobly bom, and, like yourselves, descended 
from a race of patriarchs and kings. A., I. and Jacob were our forefathers. M.E. 
we are descended from the princes and rulers of Judah, who, for their sins and 
those of their forefathers, were led into captivity with their king Jehoiachin by 
Nebuzaradan, captain of the guard of Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, where we 
were to remain for seventy years, as foretold by the prophet Jeremiah, and then 
return to our native land and there dwell, our captivity having expired. In the first 
year of the reign of Cyrus, king of Persia, when it pleased the Almighty to inspire 
the mind of that young Prince to issue a proclamation, saying. All the kingdoms of 
the earth hath the Lord God of Israel given me, and hath commanded me to build 
Him a house in Jerusalem, which is in Judea, who are there amongst you of all His 
people, the Lord his God be with him, let him go up? We eagerly availed ourselves 
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of this permission, and we are come up accordingly to offer our assistance in re- 
building the Temple of the Lord God, who hath promised by the mouth of his 
prophet to establish there His name for ever, and give peace to the whole earth. 

Z. We congratulate you on your noble ancestry, and recognize you as brethren 
of our tribes and families; it remains for us to inquire in what department of the 
building you seek to be employed. 

P.S. Any to which your Excellency may appoint. 

Z. Your humility is an indication of your merit, and we doubt not of your being 
qualified for offices of importance, but from the lateness of your application, as 
they are already filled, we therefore appoint you to prepare for the foundation of the 
most holy place, for which purpose you will be furnished with the requisite 
implements, strictly enjoining that should you discover any relics of the ancient 
structure, you will communicate it to none, but immediately report it to us sitting in 
council. 

P.S. We cheerfully accept the trust reposed in us, and will endeavour to evince 
our gratitude by our zeal and fidelity. 

Z. Go; and may the God of your fathers be with you and prosper your work. 

[They retire. A report is given, when N., having ascertained the cause, makes 
the following address:] 

N. M.E., without the door are three M.M., who have made a discovery which 
they are anxious to impart. 

Z. Let them be admitted. 

Z. We understand you have made a discovery? 

P.S. Early this morning, on resuming our labour, we discovered a pair of 
pillars of exquisite workmanship; proceeding onwards we discovered six other 
pairs of equal beauty, and from their position appeared to us to have supported the 
roof of a subterranean passage communicating with the most holy place; our 
progress being then obstructed by the fragments of the former structure, and having 
cleared them away, we arrived at what at first had the appearance of a solid rock, 
but accidentally striking it with the crow I remarked a hollow sound, I therefore 
hailed my companions, who, with the pickaxe, loosened the earth for some 
distance, which my companions with a spade cleared away, when we perceived that 
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instead of a solid rock there was a series of stones in the form of a dome. Aware 
who was the architect of the former structure, and that no part of it had been 
constructed in vain, we determined to examine it, and for which purpose we 
removed two of the cap stones, when a vault of considerable magnitude appeared to 
view, and we determined on a descent. All being desirous, we cast lots who 
should. The lot, M.E., fell on me, and lest any noxious vapours or other causes 
should render my position unsafe, my companions fastened this cord or life-line 
round my waist, by which they could lower me into the vault or raise me out 
according to the signal I gave to my r..t or l..t hand companion. In this manner I 
descended through the aperture which we had made, and on arriving at the bottom I 
gave the agreed on signal, and my companions gave me more line, which enabled 
me to encompass the vault, and I felt something in the form of a pedestal of a 
column, and could also feel certain characters thereon, but for the want of light I 
was unable to discover what they were. I also laid hold of this Scroll, but from the 
same cause I was unable to read its contents; I therefore gave another preconcerted 
signal and was drawn up, and on arriving in the light of day we discovered from 
the first sentence of the scroll that it contained the volume of the Most Holy Law, 
which had been promulgated by our Grand Master Mason at the foot of Mount 
Sinai. This precious treasure stimulated our exertions still further; we increased the 
aperture by the removal of other stones, and I again descended into the vaulted 
chambers. The sun had now gained its altitude, and darted its rays of light more 
immediately into the aperture and I then perceived a pedestal of pure virgin marble 
in the form of an altar of incense — that of a double cube. On the front thereof were 
engraven the names of the three Grand Masters who presided over the Sacred 
Lodge, and certain mystic characters engiaved on its plinth, whilst a veil covered 
the face of the altar. Approaching with reverential awe I lifted the veil and beheld 
what I humbly conceived to be the sacred word itself. Having made this discovery 
I replaced the veil on the sacred pedestal, and was again raised out of the vaulted 
chamber, and with their assistance closed the entrance, and I am now come to 
report to your Excellency. 

Z. Give us the word you discovered. 
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P.S. That, Most Excellent, we would wish to decline, for we have heard with 
our ears, and our forefathers have declared unto us, that in their days, and in the old 
time before them, that it was not lawful for any but the H.P. to mention the name of 
the living God, nor him but once in every year, when he entered the holy of holies, 
and stood before the Ark of the Covenant, to make propitiation for the sins of 
Israel. 

Z. We commend your pious caution, and will commission certain of our 
companions to examine and report to us the extent of your discovery. 

[The Sojourners now retire to the extremity of the Chap, with E. and N., and 
on their return, after unveiling the pedestal, they, E. and N., address the M.E. and 
say, it is correct.] 

Z. Companions E. and N. divest them of the implements of labour, clothe them 
with the robes of innocence and truth, and instruct them to advance towards us. 

[They are now clothed in white, and advancing, bow at every step, showing the 
reverential sign when in front of the Principals.] 

Z. It is my duty to inform you that the Grand and Holy Chapter of R.A. 
Masons of Israel, in recompense for your zeal and fidelity, now call on you to the 
rank held by your great and illustrious ancestors. I first present you with this 
Jewel, the Square, in token of our esteem and approbation. 

H. And I present you with this Ribbon, the Badge of our Order. 

J. And I present you this Staff, to be borne by you as a sceptre, denoting 
power and royalty, which you will be ever entitled to bear, unless seventy-two of 
your elders be present, and we hereby constitute you princes and rulers; and to 
ennoble you yet more, receive you as companions of this august assembly or 
Council, and if we find you faithful to your trust, will admit you, by regular 
gradations, to the full participation of our mysteries. 

P.S. Thus invested and entrusted by your Excellencies, and this grand 
assembly, we will endeavour to evince our integrity and zeal by a regular discharge 
of the duties of our exalted station. 
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ADDRESS OF THE THIRD CHAIR. 

J. There are three epochs in Masonry which peculiarly merit your attention — 
the history of the First, or Holy Lodge; the Second, or Sacred Lodge; and the 
Third, or Grand and Royal Lodge. 

The First, or Holy Lodge, was opened Anno Lucas, 2415, two years after the 
departure of the children of Israel from their Egyptian bondage, by Moses, Aholiab, 
and Bezaliel, on consecrated ground, at the foot of Mount Horeb, in the Wilderness 
of Sinai, where the host of Israel pitched their tents and assembled to offer up their 
prayers and thanksgivings for their signal deliverance from the hands of the 
Egyptians. In this place the Almighty had revealed himself before to His faithful 
servant, Moses, when He commissioned him His high ambassador of wrath against 
Pharaoh and his people, and of freedom and salvation to the house of Jacob. Here 
were delivered the forms of those mysterious prototypes, the tabernacle and the ark 
of the covenant; here were also delivered the sacred law, engraven by the hands of 
the Most High, with those sublime and comprehensive precepts of religious and 
moral duty, and here also were dictated by His unerring wisdom, those peculiar 
forms of a religious and civil polity which, by separating his favorite people from 
all other nations, consecrated Israel a chosen people for His service. For these 
reasons we denominate this the First, or Holy Lodge. 

SECOND, OR SACRED LODGE. 

J. Solomon, King Of Israel, Hiram, King of Tyre, and H. Abiff, presided over 
the second or Sacred Lodge, opened Anno Lucis 2992, in the bosom of the holy 
Mount Moriah, under the very centre of the place where the solemn Sanhedrim was 
afterwards erected. On this consecrated spot Abraham proved his constructive faith 
by leading his only and beloved son a destined victim on the altar of his God. 
Here, on the threshing floor of Arunah the Jebusite, David offered the mediatorial 
sacrifice by which the plague was stayed; and here he received in a vision the plan 
of that glorious temple which was afterwards completed by his illustrious son; and 


152 



Royal Arch Exaltation 


in this place had God declared he would establish his most holy name, therefore we 
distinguish this the Sacred, or Second Lodge. 

THIRD, OR GRAND AND ROYAL LODGE. 

J. The Grand and Royal Arch Lodge was holden at Jerusalem, and opened 
Anno Lucas 3469, after the return of the Israelites from captivity, under 
Zerubbabel, the Prince of the people, Haggai the prophet; and Joshua the son of 
Josedech, the high priest. Now it was that the kingly power was restored, in the 
person of Zerubbabel, to the royal line of David, and princely tribe of Judah; nor 
was there again any vestige effaced until the destruction of Jerusalem by the 
Romans, under Titus, in the seventieth year of the Christian era, thereby verifying 
the prediction of Judah, in Egypt, that the sceptre should not depart from Judah, 
nor a lawgiver from beneath his feet, until Shiloh came to commemorate this 
restoration. It is called the Third, or Grand, and Royal Lodge, and the resemblance 
in the Chapter before us represent those great originals that are in every regular 
R.A. chapter. We acknowledge the representation of the Grand, and Royal Lodge 
at Jerusalem, in the persons of the three principals Zerubbabel, Haggai, and 
Joshua, whose names they also bear; the two Scribes represent Ezra and Nehemiah, 
the expounders of the Sacred Law, and the attendants on the august Sanhedrim, by 
whose names they also are designated. Yourselves (addressing the three 
Sojourners) represent the faithful Sojourners by whom the secrets of the R. Arch 
were discovered, and for which they were honoured with a seat in the august 
assembly, composed of the rulers and elders of the people, represented by the rest 
of the Companions now present. 

SYMBOLIC EXPLANATION. 


H. The forms, symbols, and ornaments of R.A. Masonry, as well as the rites 
and ceremonies at present in use amongst us, were adopted by our predecessors at 
the building of the second Temple, as well to preserve in our minds the providential 
means by which the grand discovery was effected, as in our hearts the lessons of 
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that exalted morality which, as members of this supreme Degree, we are bound to 
practice. The form in which the Companions of every R.A. Chapter are arranged 
approach as near as circumstances will admit to that of the true catenarian arch. 
Thus we preserve the memorial of the vaulted shrine, in which the sacred word was 
deposited, which from the impenetrable nature of the strongest of all architectural 
forms, we learn the necessity of guarding our mysteries from profanation by the 
most inviolable secrecy. It also strongly typifies that adherence to order, and the 
spirit of fraternal union that has given energy and permanency to the constitutions 
of Masonry, enabling it to survive the wreck of mighty empires, and resist the 
destroying hand of time. And as the subordinate members of the catenarian arch 
naturally gravitate to the centre, or key stones, which compress or cement the whole 
structure, so are we taught to look up with reverence, and submit with 
cheerfulness, to every lawfully constituted authority, whether Masonic or civil 
regulation. The cape stones are represented by the three principals of the Chapter, 
for as the knowledge of the secrets contained in the vaulted chamber could only be 
obtained by drawing forth the three first of a series of stones, therefore the complete 
knowledge of this supreme Order can only be obtained by passing through those 
several offices. In this degree we acknowledge six l...ts. The three lesser together 
represent the light of the law and the prophets, and by their number allude to the 
patriarchal, mosaical, and prophetical dispensations, the three greater representing 
the S.W. itself; these l...ts are placed in the form of an equilateral triangle, each of 
the lesser intersecting the line formed by two of the greater, thus geometrically 
dividing the greater t...e into three lesser t...es in the centre, all of them equal and 
equilateral. This symbolic arrangement corresponds to the mysterious T.H., or 
Triple Tau, which forms two right angles on each of the exterior lines, and two 
others at their centre, by their union, for the three angles of each t...e are equal to 
two right angles. This illustrates the jewel worn by the Companions of the Order, 
which forms, by its intersections, a given number of angles. These may be taken in 
five several combinations, and when reduced into their amount in right angles, will 
be found equal to the five platonic bodies which represent the four elements and the 
sphere of the universe. 
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The Ribbon worn by the Companions of the order is a sacred emblem, denoting 
light, being composed of two different or principal colours, with which the veil of 
the Temple was also interwoven. The same is further signified by its irradiated 
form, and in both these respects it has ever been considered as an emblem of royal 
power and dignity. The Ensigns which the Companions bear on their staves were 
the distinguished bearings of the Twelve Tribes of Israel, and figuratively of the 
peculiar blessings bequeathed to each by the patriarch Jacob, who, before his death, 
assembled them together for that purpose, as we find recorded in the 49th chapter 
of Genesis. 

The principal Banners are the standards of the leading tribes of the four 
divisions of the army of Israel, and, unitedly, bear a device of an angelic nature, 
under the combined figures of a man, a lion, an ox, and an eagle — a man to 
represent integrity and understanding, a lion to personify strength and power, an ox 
to denote the ministration of patience and assiduity, and an eagle to display the 
promptness and celerity with which the will and pleasure of the Creator are ever 
executed. A detail of the tribes attached to each division, and names of their 
commanders, will be found in the 2d chapter of Numbers. The bearings of the 
sceptres denote the regal, prophetical, and sacerdotal offices, which are now, and 
still ought to be, conferred in a peculiar manner, and accompanied with the 
possession of particular secrets. The B...e, C...S, and S...e, are considered as 
appropriate emblems of the three Grand Masters who founded the first Temple. 
The B. denotes the wisdom of King Solomon. The S. the power of Hiram of Tyre, 
and the C. the exquisite skill of H.A. But the truly speculative Mason regards them 
as the mysterious symbols of the wisdom, truth, and justice of the Most High. His 
wisdom is most amply exemplified in the S.W. which contains the records of His 
mighty acts, and the treasure of His revealed will. His truth is as justly represented 
by the S. it being the acknowledged symbol of strength, and the criterion of 
perfection; and His impartial and unerring justice, which has accurately defined the 
limits of good and evil, assigning to each its due proportion of pleasure and pain, 
and is elucidated by the C...s, which alone enables us to ascertain the limits of all 
geometrical forms, and to reduce our ideas of proportion or equality to a certain 
standard. The S...d and T...1 are adopted by R.A. Masons to commemorate the 
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valour of those worthy Masons, who carried on the building of the second Temple, 
with a T...1 in their hands, and a S...d by their sides, that they might be ever ready 
to defend the holy city and sanctuary, against the unprovoked attacks of their 
enemies, by which they have left a sacred and impressive lesson to succeeding 
ages, that, next to obedience due to lawful authority, is a manly and determined 
resistance to lawless violence — the first step to social duties. 

The pickaxe, crowbar, and shovel were the first implements used by the 
sojourners to clear away the foundation of the second Temple — the pickaxe to 
loosen the earth, the crowbar to take purchases, and the shovel to clear away the 
rubbish. 

These we spiritualize thus: The sound of the stroke of the pickaxe reminds us of 
the sound of the last trumpet, when the graves shall be shaken, opened, and deliver 
up their dead. 

The crowbar being an emblem of uprightness, represents the erect manner in 
which the body shall arise on that awful day to meet its tremendous but merciful 
Judge. 

The mortal state in which the body is laid in the grave, is powerfully impressed 
on our minds by the work of the shovel, so that when the rubbish of the body shall 
be properly disposed of, we, with confidence, hope the spirit will arise into 
immortal and eternal life. 

MYSTIC EXPLANATION GIVEN BY THE FIRST CHAIR. 

Z. The mystic knowledge of this Degree comprehends the form and 
explanation of the Sacred S...s, the nature and import of the Iloly W...d, and the 
traditional ceremony used in sharing and communicating our secrets in R.A. 
Masonry. There are five S...s corresponding in number to the five points of 
fellowship, in which the M. Mason is instructed, and as those point out to us the 
relative duties we owe to each other, so do the s...s of a R.A. Mason mark, in a 
peculiar manner, the relation we bear to the Almighty, as creatures offending 
against His power, yet the adopted children of His mercy. 
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[Now follows the five s...s, viz.: First the penal; second, the hailing or 
reverential; third, the penitential or supplicatory; fourth, the monitorial; fifth, the 
fiducial] 


THE FIRST OR PENAL SIGN. 

Z. The penal s...n marks our O.B., and reminds us of the fall of Adam, and 
the dreadful penalty entailed by all his sinful posterity, no less than death, intimated 
by the action itself, that the stiff neck of the disobedient shall be cut off from the 
land of the living by the judgment of God, even as the head is severed from the 
body by the sword of human justice, to avert which we are taught by the 

REVERENTIAL OR HAILING SIGN 

to bend with submissive resignation beneath the chastening hand of the 
Almighty, and at the same time to engraft His law in our hearts. In this expressive 
form did the Father of the human race first present himself before the Most High to 
receive the denunciation of His just and terrible judgment. It was also adopted by 
our Grand Master Moses, when the Lord appeared to him in the burning bush; 
Moses covered his face from brightness of the Divine presence, and laid his hand 
on his h...t, in token of obedience and salutation, which was afterwards accounted 
to him for righteousness. 

THE THIRD, PENITENTIAL OR SUPPLICATORY 

may be considered as the parent of the reverential or, h...g sign, justly denotes 
that frame of mind and heart, without which our prayers and oblations of praise 
would not obtain acceptance at the throne of grace, before which how should a frail 
and erring creature of the dust present himself unless with bended knees and 
uplifted hands, betokening at once his humility and dependence? In this humble 
posture did Adam kneel to God and bless the Author of his being. Thus did he 
bend with contrite awe before the face of his offended Judge, to avert His wrath. 
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and conciliate His mercy, and has transmitted the sacred form to his posterity for 
ever. 


THE FOURTH OR MONITORIAL SIGN 

reminds us of the weakness of human nature, unable of itself to resist the 
powers of darkness, unless aided by that help which is from above. By this 
defenseless posture we acknowledge our own frailty, and confess that we can do 
no good or acceptable service but through Him, from whom all good counsels and 
just works proceed, and without whose divine and special favour we must ever be 
found unprofitable servants in His sight; therefore, adopting the manner of our 
ancestors and atoning priests by this form of contrition and humility. 

THE FIFTH OR FIDUCIAL SIGN, 

as if we would prostrate ourselves on the face of the earth, we must thus throw 
ourselves upon the mercy of our Creator and our Judge, looking forward with 
confidence to His gracious premises, by which alone we hope to pass through the 
ark of our redemption in the presence of Him who is the great I AM, the Alpha and 
Omega, the beginning and the ending. 

Z. On the front of the pedestal are engraven the names of the three Grand 
Masters who presided over the building of the former Temple, viz.: Solomon, King 
of Israel, Hiram, King of Tyre; and Hiram Abiff, and are meant to perpetuate the 
erection of the former Temple. There is likewise a triple Tau, or letter T, a mark or 

character affixed to the summons of R.A. Masons when summoned on other than 
usual occasions. The triple Tau is translated from the Hebrew, a mark or sign 
spoken of by Ezekiel, when he said to the man with the inkhorn, “Go thy way 
through the midst of the city of Jerusalem, and set a mark on all those who sigh and 
lament for the abomination thereof.” By which mark they were saved from among 
those who were slain for their idolatory by the wrathful displeasure of the Most 
High. 
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In ancient times the mark was placed on the forehead of all those who were 
acquitted by their judges, as a proof of their innocence; and military commanders 
caused a T to be placed on all those who had escaped unhurt from the field of battle, 
denoting that they were in perfect life. The union of the three T’s alludes to the 
grand tri-union of the Deity, by whom the horrific, gloomy, and unshaped chaos 
was changed into form and existence. 

Z. (continues). The w...d you observe on the t...e is the sacred word which 
you have promised and sworn never to divulge, unless with the assistance of three 
or more R.A.M. lawfully congregated, constituted, and dedicated, which, as 
principal of this Chapter, I am authorized to pronounce. It is in itself a compound 
w...d, and its combination forms the word J.B.O. J. is the Chaldean name of G., 
signifying His essence of Majesty incomprehensible; it is also a Hebrew w...d, 
signifying I am, and shall be, thereby expressing the actual future and eternal 
existence of the Most High. B. is an Assyrian w...d signifying L...d, or powerful; 
it is also a compound w...d, from the proposition Beth, which signifies in, or an 
heaven, or on high; therefore this w...d means Lord in heaven, or on high. O. is 
an Egyptian word, signifying father of all; it is also an Hebrew w...d, implying 
strength and power, and expressive of the Omnipotence of the Father of all. Taking 
each together will read this I AM, and shall be Lord in heaven. Father of all, in 
every age, in every clime adored, by savage and by sage; Jehovah, Jove, or Lord. 
The w...d on the cube is the grand, awful, tremendous, and incomprehensible 
name of the Most High, signifying I AM, the beginning, and the ending, which 
was, and is to come, the actual future, and all-sufficient God, who alone has His 
living in, and of himself, and gives to all others their being; that He was, and shall 
be both whal He was, and what He is, fium everlasting to everlasting, all the 
creation being dependent on His mighty will. The c..e typifies the omnipotent and 
Almighty Author of the universe, having neither beginning nor ending; it also calls 
to our remembrance the grand and awful hereafter, or futurity, which we hope to 
enjoy endless bliss and ever-lasting life. The characters which are placed on each 
angle of the c...e are Hebrew, and particularly worthy of your attention. The 
Aleph, answering to our A, the Beth, to our B, and the Lamed to our L; take the 
Aleph and the Beth, and they form the w...d Ab, meaning Father, take the Aleph 
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and the Lamed, the w...d Al, which means word; take the Lamed the Aleph and 
the Beth, they form the word Lab, meaning Spirit; take the Beth Aleph and Lamed 
the word Bui, meaning Lord; take each a...e of the t...e, they will form the 
following sentences — Father Lord, Word Lord, Spirit Lord. 

The t...e was, in the days of Pythagoras, esteemed as the most sacred of all 
emblems, and when any oath of more than usual import was to be administered, it 
was given on the t...e, and when so administered none ever were known to have 
violated it. The ancient Egyptians called it the sacred number three or number of 
perfection, and was an object of worship amongst the ancients as the grand 
principle of animated existence, and they gave it the name of God, representing the 
animal, vegetable, and mineral creation; it was also called Avolet, that is to say, the 
Soul of Nature. The sacred delta is usually placed in the midst of squares and 
circles, indicating the vivifying principles, extending its ramifications throughout all 
created matter; it is therefore denominated the great all, or summum bonum. 

THE CLIMAX OF ROYAL ARCH MASONRY. 

This sublime degree is the climax of Masonry, and is intimately blended with all 
that is near and dear to us in another state of existence our divine and human affairs 
are so interwoven, so awfully, and so minutely in all its disquisitions; it has virtue 
for its aim, the glory of God its object, and the eternal welfare of man is considered 
in every point or letter of its ineffable Mysteries. Suffice it to say, that this degree 
is founded on the name of J...h, who was from all eternity, is now, and shall be, 
one and the same for ever, the being naturally existing of, and from himself, all 
actual perfection originally in His essence. 

This sublime Degree inspires its members with the most exalted ideas of God, 
and leads to the exercise of the most pure and sublime piety, a reverence for the 
incomprehensible J...h, the eternal ruler of the universe the element of life, the 
primordial source of all its principles, the very spring and fountain of all its virtues. 
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SCRIPTURE READING REFERRED TO AT PAGE 8. 

“My son, if thou wilt receive my words, and hide my commandments with me; 
so that thou incline thine ear unto wisdom, and apply thine heart to understanding; 
yea, if thou criest after knowledge and liftest up thy voice for understanding; if thou 
seekest her as silver, and searchest for her as for hid treasures; then shaft thou 
understand the fear of the Lord and find the knowledge of God. For the Lord 
giveth wisdom: out of his mouth cometh knowledge and understanding. He layeth 
up sound wisdom for the righteous: he is a buckler to them that walk uprightly. He 
keepeth the paths of judgment and preserveth the way of His saints. Then shalt 
thou understand righteousness, and judgment, and equity; yea, every good path. 

“Happy is the man that findeth wisdom, and the man that getteth understanding. 
For the merchandise of it is better than the merchandise of silver, and the gain 
thereof than fine gold. She is more precious than rubies; and all the things thou 
canst desire are not to be compared unto her. Length of days is in her right hand; 
and in her left hand riches and honour. Her ways are ways of pleasantness, and all 
her paths are peace. She is a tree of life to them that lay hold upon her, and happy 
is everyone that retaineth her. The Lord of wisdom hath founded the earth; by 
understanding hath he established the heavens, by his knowledge the depths are 
broken up, and the clouds drop down the dew.” 

SCRIPTURE READING REFERRED TO AT PAGE 9. 

“In the seventh month, in the one and twentieth day of the month, came the 
word of the Lord by the prophet Haggai, saying, Speak now to Zerubbabel, the son 
of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua, the son of Josedeeh, the high 
priest, and to the residue of the people, saying, who is left among you that saw this 
house in her first glory? and how do ye see it now’ Is it not in your eyes in 
comparison of it as nothing? Yet now be strong, 0 Zerubbabel, saith the Lord; and 
be strong, 0 Joshua, son of Josedeeh, the high priest; and be strong, all ye people 
of the land, saith the Lord, and work; for I am with you saith the Lord of Hosts; 
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according to the word that I covenanted with you when ye came out of Egypt, so 
my spirit remaineth among you; fear ye not. For thus saith the Lord of Hosts, Yet 
once it is a little while, and I will shake the heavens, and the earth and the sea and 
the diy land. And I will shake all nations, and the desire of all nations shall come; 
and I will fill this house with glory, saith the Lord of Hosts. The silver is mine, 
and the gold is mine, saith the Lord of Hosts. The glory of this latter house shall be 
greater than that of the former, saith the Lord of Hosts; and in this place will I give 
peace, saith the Lord of Hosts.” 

TO CLOSE THE CHAPTER. 

The M.E. asks if there is anything to offer for the benefit of the Chapter. After 
ascertaining there is not, he says. We do agree, in love and unity, &c., which is 
repeated by the Companions. He then gives one knock with his sceptre, which is 
followed by one each by H. and J. The M.E. then gives another, making together 
four, and says to the Principal Sojourner: The labours of the evening being ended, 
you have my commands to close the Chapter. 

P.S. In the name of the Most High, and by command of the M.E., I close the 
Chapter until — 

Each Comp, salutes the Volume of the Sacred Law, ending with the M.E.Z. 

One of the Past Z’s comes forward and says: Nothing remaining, &c., the same 
as in Craft Masonry, repeating fidelity four times. 
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